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The Logic of Dialogue

T 
here is something capitulating in the category of civiliza-
tions. unable to cope with the immense volume and diver-

sity of billions of individual fates and millions of stories of societ-
ies and states, science has offered a cliche bringing the diversity 
to a fully observable set of civilizations. but this discovery was 
not in vain. And today the development of civilization themes is 
among the most promising and significant for a new revolution 
of consciousness ongoing before our eyes. 

Any change in the formats of life is preceded by a new world-
view and experience — “the son of hard mistakes.”What is par-
ticularly important from the historical experience to us, the wit-
nesses and participants of the new revolution?

First, the lesson of diversity. The 20th century tried to bring 
diversity to the two social systems by the criterion of the political 
regime and the type of property. The venture was clearly unsuc-
cessful. some under the flag of non-alignment with the logic of 
dualism, other seeing signs of convergence, and others in search 
of a way — each in their own way, relying on their own prophets, 
founders, the tribunes and the leaders, but little by little, step by 
step approved the uniqueness and historical choice and sover-
eignty of their countries and peoples. All a peculiar kind of com-
munities began to take shape of coalitions later. someone were 
brought together by common language, culture, fates, the neigh-
borhood, landscape, ethnogenetic potential, — by the outcome 
of battles among themselves or with others, some — by econom-
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ic interests or the unity of strategic aspira-
tions. As a result, it was formed not dual, 
but plural civilizational order. And each 
of modern civilizations has its own world 
view, view on human, the meaning of life, 
on the past, present and future.

second, the lesson of the common 
heritage. With all the diversity that has 
deep meaning — “For there also must be 
factions among you, that those who are 
approved may be revealed among you.” 
(1 Corinthians.11:19), and from the cos-
mos, and in comparison with the other in-
habitants of the planet, man has reached 
the heights of development through the 
collective efforts of its common mind, 
the noosphere. Not coincidentally, great 
scientists, and the great prophets and 
the leaders of transformations are fairly 
evenly distributed in space of civilizations 
and together constitute the treasury of the 
wisdom of all humanity. And examples of 
inhuman experiments are not at all the 
prerogative of europe, Asia or America. 
All or nearly all distinguished themselves 
ploughing around the right social order. 
And this experience is the property of all 
inhabitants of the earth for all time.

Third, the lesson of communications. 
The biggest trouble that occurred with hu-
manity may be called the “gap of commu-
nications.” disregard for nature, for other 
peoples, other persons, science and reli-
gion, art and justice — all of which have 

the common denominator — the inabil-
ity, unwillingness to communicate and 
respect the rights, freedoms and dignity 
of others. Communicating understand 
each other better than keeping silence. At 
least communication gives a chance to be 
understood. While knowledge of the laws 
of nature and life and an awareness of re-
sponsibility for compliance with or viola-
tion of these laws communicate facets to 
freedom. 

every civilization whatever definition 
is given to, is the quintessence of life ex-
perience on the earth of many generations 
of people. That’s why all three lessons lead 
to one conclusion — everyone becomes 
stronger and wiser, entering into dialogue 
with the people other by experience of 
their being. dialogue is the threshold of 
a partnership that is self-valuable. espe-
cially now when we all unnoticeably but 
more and more clearly are aware of how 
our planet is small and fragile.

A.I.Ageev, Editor-in-Chief For “The 
Partnership of Civilizations” Jornal, 

Proffesor, RANS Academician



PartnershiP of Civilizations №1/2012     5

Contents

A.I. Ageev. The logic of Fialogue.  
Opening remarks of editor in Chief. . . . 3
S. Lavrov. To the readers of the 
international scientific-Public Journal 
“Partnership of Civilizations” . . . . . . . . . 6
Yu.V. Yakovets. Partnership  
of Civilizations — the banner  
of the 21st Century. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

TheOreTiCAl PrObleMs OF 
PArTNershiP OF CivilizATiONs
V.V. Popov. The Partnership  
of Civilizations is the imperative  
of the Time. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Souheil Farah. What is the future of 
civilizationin the modernism and  
post-modernism eras? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Yu.V. Yakovets. The scientific  
revolution of the 21st Century 
as a Fundamental base  
of the Progress of Civilizations . . . . . . . 30
T. Timofeev. important Changes:  
New Conditions of Civilizational 
development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
A.I. Ageev, B.V. Kuroyedov, O.V. Sandarov. 
Geopolitical potential assessment  
of modern civilizations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51

PArTNershiP sTrATeGy 
OF CivilizATiONs
A long-Term strategy for Global 
sustainable development based  
on dialogue and Partnership of 
Civilizations: scientific Foundations, 
Programs, Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

The Foundations of long-Term  
strategy for Global sustainable 
development based on Partnership  
of Civilizations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
D. K. Chistilin. Analysis of dynamics  
of the Global economic system . . . . . . . 76
U.A. Vinokurova. Pan-Arctic  
Cooperation: Geocultural Aspect . . . . . 89
M. Yershov. Financial Crisis  
in the Civilizational Aspect . . . . . . . . . . 93

dOCuMeNTs
resolution adopted by the General 
Assembly “Global Agenda  
for dialogue among Civilizations” . . . 105
The Future of Civilizations  
and a strategy of Civilizational 
Partnership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
Yu.V. Yakovets. On a long-Term  
strategy for sustainable  
development based  
on Partnership of Civilizations . . . . . . 114

PArTNershiP OF CivilizATiONs 
PrOGrAMs ANd PrOJeCTs
The international energy-ecological 
Program “energy of Arctic” . . . . . . . . . 119
holding of the international  
exhibition “eXPO Arctic-2015”  
and Construction of the Arctic  
exhibition Center in salekhard . . . . . . 124



6 PartnershiP of Civilizations №1/2012

To the Readers of the International 
Scientific-Public Journal 
“Partnership of Civilizations”

I  heartily congratulate the readers with 
the publication of the first issue of “The 

Partnership of Civilizations.”
Today the promotion of inter-civiliza-

tional and intercultural dialogue is the im-
perative of the time, insurance of finding 
effective responses to the challenges the 
humanity faces in the 21st century, includ-
ing the formation of common value ori-
entations, which are able to prevent the 
appearance of new dividing lines on the 
map of the world.

These issues are of particular impor-
tance in the current environment, where 
international relations have entered a pe-
riod of turbulence, large-scale changes oc-
cur in the Middle east and North Africa. 
We are convinced that reform, modern-
ization projects must be implemented by 
a non-violent way, by reaching a broad 
public consensus among all significant 
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political forces, without imposing ready-
made recipes from the outside, taking 
into account the historical traditions and 
cultural and civilizational distinctions of 
the countries in the region.

As a country with centuries of experi-
ence of peaceful coexistence of many na-
tions and ethnic groups, russia supports 
all initiatives aimed at strengthening 
inter-civilization harmony. We intend to 
continue to provide all possible assistance 
to the efforts being made in various for-
mats.

i hope that your journal will be in de-
mand not only among international rela-
tions experts, but also in wider circles of 

domestic and foreign public. i am sure 
that the material published will contrib-
ute to a better understanding of common-
ality of tasks all nations faces of preserving 
biodiversity and enhancement of cultural 
and spiritual values   of humanity, further 
strengthening of a positive agenda in in-
ternational affairs.

i wish the team, authors and readers, 
success, prosperity and all the very best.

S. Lavrov
Moscow, “17“ November 2011
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Partnership of Civilizations —  
the Banner of the 21st Century

T 
he banner of the progressive forces of all humanity in the 
21st century will read: For the Partnership of Civilizations!

Why are we convinced in it?
because at the beginning of the century humanity has faced 

such decuman wave of global crises that their surmounting can 
be found only through joint efforts of all civilizations, nations 
and social forces.

because civilizations in the 21st century are major players in 
the world arena, the fate of humanity depends on their dialogue 
and partnership or confrontation and conflict. 

because it is civilizations, a system of civilizational values   is 
the highest achievement of history, it must be preserved, en-
riched and passed on to future generations

The need for dialogue among civilizations is recognized by the 
united Nations: the first year of the new millennium has been 
proclaimed the year of dialogue among Civilizations. dozens of 
conferences, hundreds of scientific papers are devoted to this is-
sue. it has helped to realize the common fundamental interests 
of all civilizations, states, social strata, and generations.

it’s time to move from talk to action, from dialogue to part-
nership of civilizations, pooling their efforts to develop a joint 
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action program, road map for the long 
term, implementation of joint programs 
and projects.

such a conclusion was made by an in-
ternational team of scientists, who pre-
pared and submitted to the uN Global 
Outlook “The future of Civilizations” for 
2050 (October 27, 2009), “The Foundations 
of a long-term strategy of Global sustain-
able development based on Partnership 
of Civilizations” (June 28, 2011), is ready 
to present its vision at the uN Conference 
on sustainable development, “rio +20” in 
brazil in June 2012

We have expressed our position on the 
internet at the portal “The New Paradigm» 
(www.newparadigm.ru).

Now we take another significant step: 
launch the publication of scientific and 
educational journal “The Partnership of 
Civilizations” which we intend to publish 
quarterly in english, russian, French, Ara-
bic and Chinese and posted on the internet, 
making it accessible to a wide range of read-
ers and especially to the new generation, 
which strongly expresses its aspirations.

The journal will publish articles and 
documents relating to its subject, mate-
rials of civilization forums, conferences, 
discussions, roundtables, information on 
new books, educational materials, feed-
back from readers and site visitors of 
www.partnership.newparadigm.ru.

Two views on the position of the edito-
rial board of the new journal.

First. New challenges that have arisen 
before the perplexed humanity in the 21st 

century require new ideas and approach-
es. The prevailing industrial scientific 
paradigm does not cope with it. A new sci-
entific revolution is coming, a paradigm 
that would respond to the challenges and 
problems of the 21st century. These are the 
ideas and approaches we will maintain 
and publish.

Second. The manifold crises and prob-
lems require a diversity of ideas. The new 
paradigm is nascent in the turbulent boil-
ing of ideas, approaches and recommen-
dations. We do not profess uniformity, 
according to the Chinese wisdom — let a 
hundred schools contend. so we will not 
impose our vision on the authors. The 
course of history will show who was right 
in the clash of opinions, sprouting truth.

We look forward to a keen response 
and unindifferent participation of readers 
and website visitors.

We are confident that the journal will 
become a channel for the dissemination 
of ideas of partnership of civilizations 
worldwide, impetus for action, bringing 
together representatives of different civili-
zations, nations, social strata, and genera-
tions for saving, enrichment and develop-
ment of the top achievement of the evolu-
tion of society — human civilization!

Yuri Yakovets
Chairman of the Scientific  

Editorial Board
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The Partnership of Civilizations 
is the Imperative of the Time

T 
he end of the 20th and particularly the early years of the 21st 
century were marked by dramatic shifts in the geopolitical 

balance of power in the world.
it began the period of the decline of the dominance of the 

Western civilization, which prevailed in the world for almost 
500 years (approximately from the 16th century). The dissolution 
of the soviet union which occupied one-sixth of the planet and 
made a part along along with the u. s. and Western european 
countries of a group of great powers that determined the basic 
trends of the world development, strengthened the process of 
disintegration. it became the thing of the past the two opposing 
world systems. At the same time it has clearly manifested itself 
the failure of the concept of a unipolar world system. in the early 
twenty-first century a cluster of global crises burst out: energy, 
environmental, food, financial, economic, demographic, techno-
logical, and socio-cultural. The world financial and economic cri-
sis which began in 2008, and in fact continues to this day, is the 
evidence of a systemic crisis; it has highlighted and confirmed 
that the industrial economic system is completing its life cycle. 
The rapidly growing financial flows of the virtual capital have 
gone out of control of society, disengaged from the movement 
of the real economy. A gap between the billion of the richest and 

V.V. Popov, Director of the 
Centre for Partnership of 

Civilizations of the Institute 
for International Research 
at Moscow State Institute 

for International Relations 
(University)  under the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation
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the poorest has increased to the mark of 
74 times, reaching the critical value, ac-
cording to mathematicians and physicists, 
for the planet. The two hundred year in-
dustrial civilization is completing its his-
torical path, the post-industrial civiliza-
tion is aborning which is called integral. 
There is an imminent need for a system 
upgrade of the global strategy. its purpose 
is to form a new mode of production and 
consumption, ensuring a balance between 
nature and society, to overcome the gap 
between rich and poor, the formation of a 
multipolar world order based on dialogue 
and partnership between governments 
and civilizations1.

At the forefront of the world history 
other civilizations began to come — Chi-
nese, indian, islamic, the influence of the 
developing countries is growing in the 
world affairs, first of all, of the Asian con-
tinent. it is noteworthy that China's GdP 
will be equal to the us by purchasing pow-
er parity as early as in 2016.

China is increasingly acting as a lender 
of Washington, a huge budget deficit of 
which, according to the chairman of the us 
Joint Chiefs of staff Admiral Mike Mullen, 
is “the biggest threat to u. s. national secu-
rity” (a fiscal crisis is only a part of the prob-
lem). hard lessons of the war in iraq and 
Afghanistan — the u. s. has spent on them 
over $ 3 trillion — strengthen the positions 
of the interventionism opponents. speaking 
in February 2011 at the Military Academy at 
West Point, the then u. s. defense secretary 
robert Gates said: “Any future defense min-
ister, who will advise the president to send 
American troops to Asia, the Middle east or 
to Africa, must undergo the examination for 
being quite right in the head2..”

Over the last decade the number of eth-
nic, national and religious conflicts has 

significantly increased, and most impor-
tantly — it is sharply outlined the civiliza-
tional fault, especially between the West 
and the islamic world, some even start 
talking about the state of “cold war”.

Confrontation is most clearly evident 
in three areas: first, in the increase of the 
number of terrorist attacks, and second, 
in the activization of a kind of psychologi-
cal war with the symbol of the so-called 
“cartoon scandal” in 2005 (then a danish 
newspaper published a number of car-
toons of Prophet Muhammad, which led 
to serious unrest in the islamic world and 
the requirements of a more vigorous coun-
tering the growing islamophobia), and 
third, in the growing number of conflict 
situations involving the Western states 
and the islamic world.

On september 11, 2001 the world was 
shocked by a terrible terrorist attack that 
took place in the u. s. — the citadel of the 
Western civilization and its impact on the 
world politics was large-scale and multi-
format. War on terror announced after 
that by then-President George bush was 
at first widely accepted. A launched set of 
measures to prevent terrorist attacks in 
a number of states gave practical results. 
in the united states after 2001, and in the 
european union after 2005, there were 
no major terrorist attacks in fact. Accord-
ing to interpol, the number of terrorist 
attacks in Western europe in 2010, even 
reduced by 21 % compared to the previous 
year. The total number of victims slighlty 
decreased: from 74 327 in 2005 to 58 142 
in 2009.

but in many other parts of the world 
the scale of violent actions are not re-
duced, and in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
for example, their number has increased 
compared to 2005, 4 – 5. The Washington 
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war on terror, gradually degenerated 
into two u. s. military intervention in 
Afghanistan — and iraq. They cost the 
taxpayers a considerable sum — more 
than 3 trillion dollars. and even with a 
solid u. s. GdP (14 trillion dollars.) these 
costs have become a heavy burden on the 
American economy. On the whole, the 
overall situation in the world in terms of, 
first of all, the relationship of the West 
and the islamic world, have deteriorated 
markedly that was contributed not only 
by terrorist attacks (this causes a natural 
fear of indigenous people) but the unfold-
ing psychological warfare, in which ex-
tremists are actively involved from both 
parties. in the West it is quite active and 
influential stratum of people who sad-
dled all the ills of the “civilized world” on 
islam because this religion, in their view 
is programmed for violence and terror, 
which is its immanent feature. islamic 
extremists, in turn, accuse the West, pri-
marily the united states in economic, 
social and political problems of develop-
ing countries, including Muslim. in these 
countries they especially painfully take 
the arrogant, disdainful attitude towards 
Muslims, which many in the West are up 
to call the second-rate people, who are 
lagged behind from civilization forever, 
they call the names “terrorist3.”

Therefore, in the islamic world, many 
people who are easily (especially consider-
ing the high degree of illiteracy and very 
low standard of living) responsive to the 
fact that the only way to restore equity is 
to create a sort of caliphate and a return 
to basics, i.e. to live under the shariah 
laws, as it was in Prophet Muhammad 
days. Moreover, these goals can be accom-
plished by any means, including by “just” 
war on the infidels4.

The gap between the ideas in the West 
and the Muslim countries how the world 
should be arranged, what should be un-
derstood under fair international rela-
tions, is increasing. in the united states 
this is evident in the attempts of a pastor 
to burn the copies of the holy Quran, in 
the execution by the u. s. Army Major of 
his comrades-in-arms, who did not wish 
to go to war in iraq and Afghanistan, and 
in an objective increase in islamophobic 
moods. (President barack Obama has tried 
to rectify this imbalance, stating the inten-
tion of the united states to develop good 
relations with Muslim states. but it does 
not go beyond the words).

in Western europe, this process is of 
the same character, and here, on the one 
hand, the islamaphobic moods are grow-
ing and on the other hand, it is deepening 
concern about a fast increase in the num-
ber of Moslim immigrants who do not 
want to be integrated into the western-
european socities on the grounds that the 
values the europeans profess contradict 
their religious convictions. This is true 
not only for the status of women but also 
such things as gay marriage, drug abuse, 
alcoholism, and pornography. A growth 
on this basis of the political tensions in eu-
rope is reflected in the ever-growing trend 
towards intenstification of right anti-im-
migrant forces, which gradually become 
not just a part of the political landscape, 
but turn into a decisive force, even in the 
countries previously known for its toler-
ance, for example, in the Netherlands and 
switzerland. so, the swiss at the Novem-
ber 2009 referendum voted against the 
construction of minarets.

in the West there are influential forc-
es who are interested in the fact that by 
exaggerating the significance of the isla-
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mists, to sculpt the image of “implacable 
enemy”. Meanwhile, the revolution in 
Tunisia and egypt, the commotions in 
other Arab countries have shown that the 
youth brings, above all, social and general 
democratic demands, and not religious 
slogans.

57.5 % of the swiss voters opposed the 
construction of minarets, although there 
are only four mosques with minarets in 
switzerland. Not clever Muslim priests 
say: “Our minarets should be higher 
than the Christian churches and their 
steeples, because islam is above Christian-
ity.” Therefore, in the minds of the swiss 
minarets are associated with the creeping 
islamization. Among the dutch the moods 
are gaining momentum in favor of limit-
ing the influence of islam as a religion and 
Muslims respectively. The judgement of 
acquittal in June 2011 of the leader of the 
third-largest political party, Mr. G. Wilders 
by the dutch court, freeing from all charg-
es in islamophobia despite the fact that 
he openly compared the Quran to hitler’s 
“Mein Kampf”, was taken with extreme 
caution by the Muslim communities not 
only in Western europe, but around the 
world. The main spring-board of the strug-
gle between Muslim communities and far-
right politicians in europe become France 
and Germany having the most significant 
percentage of Muslim population. The fail-
ure of integration policy, assimilation of 
immigrants, multiculturalism, which the 
leaders of britain, Germany and France 
tried to pursue in the past decades, causes 
serious debates in the societies of these 
countries because it is directly related to 
the issue of preservation of identity, for-
eign policy course, relations with Muslim 
minorities. These processes get an increas-
ing coverage in the press and have a grow-

ing impact on the determination of prac-
tical ways of domestic and foreign policy. 
it is noteworthy that at the beginning of 
July 2011 the leader of the National Front 
in France Marine le Pen said that French 
President Nicolas sarkozy is too weak to en-
force French laws, and possible candidate 
for the socialist strauss-Kahn is known for 
his problems with women. Therefore, the 
best candidate for president of France is 
herself.

in december 2010, over 1,000 dele-
gates from the eu countries gathered in 
Paris. To the point, russian novelist elena 
Chudinova, the author of “The Mosque 
of Notre dame” was present. The topic 
appealed to her: it was discussed how to 
prevent the islamization of europe. The 
participants adopted a “Manifesto of Par-
is”: “We have gathered to condemn the 
islamic conquest, which occurs on our 
continent. We encourage all europeans 
to stand up and fight against islamic pros-
elytism as we once rebelled against some 
forms of totalitarianism.” The Manifesto 
rejected the official hypocrisy and ostenta-
tious sympathy for the “moderate islam”. 
it says: “it is necessary to counter the is-
lamic totalitarianism, sexist (degrading a 
woman) and misantropic, which is trying 
by its population growth and intimida-
tion to destroy the humanistic civiliza-
tion.” This document severely condemns 
the authorities, left and right parties, and 
particularly the main culprit — a global-
ist financial capital. “The authorities and 
the elite are flabby and cowardly, without 
resistance flagged before the introduc-
tion of shariah law. The leftists are ser-
vile, obsequious, and talkative, the rights 
are opportunists who bow to the swin-
dlers — globalizers.” “Our life values that 
we have created for two thousand years, 
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are under the threat” — concludes the 
Manifesto. it identifies specific measures 
opposing globalization: to prevent the in-
troduction of the shariah, to stop funding 
the media in the Arabic language and the 
construction of mosques at taxpayers’ ex-
pense. The main requirement is to block 
all possible ways for the influx of new 
Muslim immigrants5.

One of the important areas of this psy-
chological warfare became the question 
of admission of Turkey into the eu. At 
the first stage it took several years before 
Turkey got the candidate status for the eu 
membership. Now France and Germany 
continue, albeit for different reasons, pre-
vent actively the development of the ad-
mission procedure for Turkey, trying to 
prolong it for decades.

Today it is possible to distinguish five 
major crises that divide the West and the 
islamic world: the Arab-israeli conflict, the 
crisis around iran, the situation in iraq, Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan site, and from March 
2011 the war in libya added (where mili-
tary operations against this African coun-
tries can lead to the utmost serious conse-
quences for the entire Mediterranean re-
gion). Current developments in libya have 
their own specifics. For several months, a 
powerful military-political and informa-
tion mechanism of NATO is unable to cope 
with with the regime of Colonel Gaddafi, 
despite the fact that the aviation of the bloc 
made 15 thousand sorties for this period, 
which resulted in more than one thousand 
killed and more than 10 thousand people 
wounded, and this is “in order to protect 
the civilian population.” it is indicative 
that in June 2011, italy declares that it 
comes out of the military part of the op-
eration, and French defence Minister Ge-
rard longuet in early July, spoke in favor 

of a negotiated settlement. it is notewor-
thy that the Americans act quite cautios 
in the libyan operations, so they were not 
charged in the conducting the third cam-
paign (along with Afghanistan and iraq) 
against the islamic country. in July 2011, 
Col. Gaddafi says that if NATO continues to 
bomb civilian population of the country, 
he “attacks” europe. some in europe took 
this threat not just as rhetoric.

Also, on the horizon, there is another 
major crisis — a possible war in sudan be-
tween the new state of south sudan and 
Khartoum.

Many experts believe that at this stage, 
the Afghan-Pakistani site poses the big-
gest danger, especially considering the 
nuclear capabilities of Pakistan and in the 
light of the announced intention of the 
u. s. president to withdraw u. s. troops 
from Afghanistan. A murder of the leader 
of al-Qaida u. bin laden committed by the 
u. s. troops in early May 2011 in the terri-
tory of Pakistan, has caused a serious crisis 
in relations between islamabad and Wash-
ington.

This civilizational fault now manifests 
itself not only in the “burning conflicts” 
but also in a number of chronic problems 
preserving its acuteness, especially in the 
Mediterranean, geo-strategic importance 
of which for the modern system of in-
ternational relations has been so clearly 
highlighted by the recent Arab revolu-
tions. This area is overloaded with com-
bustible material: a 40-year-old Cyprus 
issue, the unresolved Western sahara is-
sue, the claims of Morocco related to the 
spanish enclaves remaining in its territory 
of the, and this is in addition to the Arab-
israeli conflict, and many others. With the 
growing debt crisis of the North Mediter-
ranean countries, an explosive situation 
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in the region can give rise to significant 
metastases.

Today it is clear that the problem of the 
civilizational fault is becoming increas-
ingly acute. Over the last decade after the 
famous article by s. huntington about 
the clash of civilizations, there appeared 
many serious publications, monographs, 
researches of well-known experts reveal-
ing the inadequacy of his theory, proving 
the need for dialogue between different 
cultures and religions. At different levels 
there were taken a number of initiatives, 
conferences held as well as symposia and 
international meetings of scientists, but 
their effect was negligible.

unfortunately, two large intercivili-
zational project with which the interna-
tional community linked an opportunity 
to establish normal multifaceted coopera-
tion between the West and Muslim coun-
tries, have not got further development. 
“dialogue among Civilizations” proposed 
in the late twentieth century by then-
President of iran Mohammad Khatami 
has bumped into direct opposition from 
Washington, despite strong support from 
the uN, has turned into discussions of 
general nature on the need for universal 
understanding.

launched in 2005 by spain and Turkey 
jointly the plan to establish the Alliance 
of Civilizations under the auspices of the 
uN, despite all its positive potential, focus 
on building practical bridges between the 
West and the islamic world, has stalled 
in fact. This is largely a consequence of 
skeptic, but in fact the negative attitude 
of Americans to the possibility of equal 
dialogue with weak states representing 
other civilizations, while the united states 
formally joined the “club of friends of the 
Alliance.”

The MGiMO Center for Partnership of 
Civilizations has developed and presented 
their projects to promote inter-civiliza-
tional cooperation. The essence of the 
proposal to create a movement “intellec-
tuals for a Partnership of Civilizations.” it 
is meant that the russian public figures, 
along with American and european col-
leagues will take the initiative to bring 
together political scientists, scientits, reli-
gious figures, representatives of political, 
cultural and scientific elite of various civi-
lizations on the platform of joint actions 
which are anticipated to be based on the 
following three main postulates:

1. To prohibit war as a means of set-
tling disputes (essentially it is about to get 
the second edition of the Kellogg-briand 
pact that proclaimed the war is illegal).

2. To recognize the need for greater 
coordination and uniting efforts of all rea-
sonable people of good will to intensify 
the struggle on all fronts against the ex-
tremists, seeking their moral conviction 
and practical neutralization.

3. To achieve the adoption of interna-
tional instruments which would fix, along 
with well-known, generally accepted, 
some new principles and norms of life and 
international relations in the twenty-first 
century and in particular to exclude the 
admissibility of the military means and 
ways to address national, ethnic, religious 
disputes, conflict situations in the modern 
era. “it is better many years of negotiations 
than an hour of military operations.”

humanity faces with a huge number 
of global problems: the danger of the em-
ployment of weapons of mass destruction, 
a growing gap between rich and poor, and 
frequent natural disasters, global warm-
ing, environmental pollution, etc. it is ob-
vious that it is possible to cope with them 
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only by collective actions. We believe that 
the above-mentioned project of the MGi-
MO Center for Partnership of Civilizations 
“intellectuals for a Partnership of Civili-
zations” can become a real and effective 
mechanism in the overall global efforts 
for the sake of human survival and the 
preservation of our planet.

Against the background of rapidly 
evolving information and technology pro-
cess the future looms for many people on 
the planet in an unpredictable, frighten-
ing, even apocalyptic light.

it is therefore highly relevant to monitor 
the processes occurring in the world intent-
ly and at the professional level, on the basis 
of their comprehensive analysis to identify 
possible trends of development and to work 
out steps to prevent possible catastrophic 
scenarios and to ensure stability.

in these efforts the establishment in 
practical terms of a constructive dialogue 
and partnership between various current-
ly existing civilizations both at the level 
of their structures and institutions, and di-
rectly — at a human, personal level may 
have a significant real role.

russia, by reason of its history and 
geographical location, lying on two conti-
nents (two-thirds of its territory is in Asia) 
is a natural bridge between east and West. 
how our eminent philosopher Nikolai 
berdyaev wrote: “russia — it is the east-
West, being europeans, we can better un-
derstand Asi,a being Asians — the West.” 
d. i. Mendeleev said that “russia is des-
tined to play the role of mediator between 
europe and Asia.” (This idea was defended 
not only by the russian thinkers of the 
past centuries, including supporters of the 
concept of eurasianism, but most modern 
scholars. For example, prominent soviet 
(russian) Academician b. v. rauschenbach 

wrote in one of his books: “The peculiar-
ity of russia is that it is a mixture of east 
and West, although sometimes is not so 
pleasant to the taste. The east in the old 
russian ideas was the personification of 
cunning, laziness, corrupt practices, some 
even nasty tricks, and the West — the 
european culture. While it may be all re-
versed, and this will also meet the truth. 
For what is cunning of one people in the 
understanding of other people… russia 
was always drawn to the two sides. “

The peculiarity of russia that it formed 
as a multi-ethnic and multi-confessional 
state. And in the setting of the existence 
of the historically close ties with europe 
its territory for centuries was inhabited by 
many peoples, whose culture had no direct 
relation to the Western civilization before 
entering the russian state the political 
space and implemented a completely dif-
ferent development model. interaction 
throughout the history of many different 
ethnic and religious communities led to the 
formation of society in russia, which does 
not exist as a mosaic, but as a conglomer-
ate, remelted into one indivisible whole.

The russians have never lived alone in 
their territory, and good relations with oth-
er ethnic groups enfleshed in our people. 
Of course, there were always exceptions, 
but certainly the concept of “friendship 
of peoples” and “internationalism” are 
not empty sounds for us, especially con-
sidering the importance it was attached 
to them during the soviet era when the 
number of mixed marriages dramatically 
increased. This tendency has always ben-
eficiallly told on the genetic basis of the 
people, on its potential, the ability to dy-
namism and creativity.

it should be borne in mind that russia 
is on the edge of significant shifts in the 
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cultural and civilizational and religious 
terms. Although the majority of the rus-
sians in the civilizational terms identify 
themselves with orthodox Christianity, in 
society it does not only decrease but grows 
the importance of islamic, buddhist, Jew-
ish and other cultures.

due to its geopolitical situation, rus-
sia with its vast territory extends at the 
interface of islam and Christianity, has a 
tremendous history of fruitful coopera-
tion between the Orthodox and Muslim 
populations.

it is important that throughout the his-
tory there were no religious wars in russia 
itself, between Christians and Muslims, 
and since the late eighteenth century 
the legal status of the Muslim minority 
was guaranteed by law. (by contrast, you 
can remember what a sea of   blood was 
spilled in the hundred, Thirty years and 
other many-year european wars between 
the adepts of two directions in Christian-
ity.) Notwithstanding the long wars in the 
Caucasus, the russians have always treat-
ed with respect the Muslim clergy in the 
North Caucasus (one of the most famous 
examples — the attitude to shamil). let us 
mention by the way that the wars between 
russia and the Ottoman empire was not 
religious but geopolitical opposition.

it is clear that interest in the problems 
of the Muslim problematics always bore 
not only informative, but also direct prac-
tical nature. The islamic material has a fun-
damental importance for the formation of 
ideas of the russian way, for understanding 
of the inevitable role of russia as a natural 
connecting link between east and West.

in the modern community russia and 
the islamic world is not only objectively 
standing geographical, historical, econom-
ic values, they are closely linked by many 

centuries of common history, spiritual 
and cultural ties. These are two segments 
of world politics, which have jointly enor-
mous human and economic potential.

Today, islam in the russian Federa-
tion is the second largest religion by the 
number of followers and significance af-
ter the Orthodoxy. The Muslims make up 
more than 10 % of the population, about 
15 million people, according to some re-
ports — up to 20 million people. it should 
be added 3 – 4 million immigrants, mostly 
from Azerbaijan and Central Asian repub-
lics, permanently residing in our country. 
After two decades, the Muslims will ac-
count for more than a third of the russian 
citizens, and by 2050, according to ex-
perts, if the current demographic trends 
continue, the number of Christians and 
Muslims in our country will be equal.

The Muslims in russia include repre-
sentatives of more than 30 different na-
tions and nationalities: the Tatars (about 5 
million people), bashkirs, Chechens, dag-
estanis and ingushs, uighurs and others. 
it is recently observed a phenomenon of 
adopting islam by ethnic russians.

Co-existence in our country of two 
leading monotheistic religions is an un-
doubtedly successful experience of inter-
action of denominations. Tatarstan dem-
onstrates a convincing example in this 
regard. remarkably, it was there that the 
reform movement known as Jadidism be-
came widespread, and which at this stage 
is aimed, above all, to spread knowledge, 
improving the level of education, ensur-
ing equal rights between men and wom-
en. This is especially important for the 
specific conditions of Tatarstan, where, by 
the way, every fourth marriage is mixed. 
in its capital, in the Kazan Kremlin terri-
tory the Orthodox church and a mosque 
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along with the building of the presidential 
administration rise as a peculiar symbol.

The entry of our country in 2005, into 
the Organization of islamic Cooperation 
(OiC) as an observer, has become a step 
of historical and strategic importance for 
modern russia and its future. it gave an 
impetus to a number of important politi-
cal actions. There was formed the “rus-
sia — islamic World” strategic vision 
Group under the leadership of ye. M. Pri-
makov and M. sh. shaimiev, which brings 
together about 30 government and reli-
gious leaders of islamic states from Mo-
rocco to indonesia. The group held five 
meetings which received a wide positive 
response. The Tv channel “russia Today” 
in Arabic — a kind of “window”, means 
of mutual communication with the Arab 
countries came into existence. For the first 
time in the history of the russian state it 
was established the Foundation for support 
of the islamic culture, science and educa-
tion, which, thanks to help from the gov-
ernment, supports the Muslim religious 
leaders, funds a range of publications and 
practical activities. unfortunately, this 
much-needed process does not go orderly, 
moving languidly, by separate spurts, not 
accompanied by what would be a logical 
and mutually beneficial intensification of 
economic cooperation, although there is 
some progress. Meanwhile, in the pursu-
ance of the intense and consistent line the 
effect of our interaction, in particular in 
the economy could be more significant.

russia has the unique experience of 
interfaith relations, has every reason to 
promote itself as a pole of deterrence and 
peace-keeping, to reveal its great construc-
tive potential to promote compromise and 
balanced decisions of various conflict and 
contentious issues with regard to the in-

terests of the states belonging to different 
civilizations and cultures. This is where 
our historical niche, and to achieve a real 
partnership of civilizations the russian 
Federation can and must play a key role.
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What is the future of civilization 
in the modernism and post-
modernism eras?

D 
isplayed in this research are various humble ideas and fu-
ture expectations regarding the seven crises that are cur-

rently being encountered by societies all throughout the world. 
These ordeals, contemporaneous with modernism and post-mod-
ernism, are contrasting or dare one say analogous to the seven 
Wonders of the World; the wonders that dazzle the eyes and over-
whelm the mind with their mystery. The present seven predica-
ments parallel the seven catastrophes that community stumbled 
upon through the last two centuries. The latter were strangely 
coupled with solutions and secrets and brought about a high pes-
simism rate. Therefore, one is required to expand the focal field 
while exploring the recent events, to magnify the scientific in-
sight and perception while trying to diagnose the threat, and to 
approach with caution in order to predict and calculate future 
results and scenarios. The dilemmas being debated are mainly 
embedded in the following areas of concern: economy, demogra-
phy, environment, Family, Technology, and the problematic issue 
of Power and Authority. sensible researchers, studying the seven 
universal cultural crises on both the regional and the global level, 
altogether agree that it’s a disease deeply-rooted, let alone organ-
ic, that requires drastic, radical and thorough studies; answers 
are not that superficial and apparent. The matter is demanding 
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and underestimated. it entails the devel-
opment of a certain innovative science or 
a new name for the diagnosis. it necessi-
tates a desperate try, an attempt to save 
communities from continual catastrophic 
ambience on the psychological and envi-
ronmental level, the levels that reach and 
affect the mind and the soul. it would be 
accurate to entitle it “The science of Com-
munal Medicine” due to the fact that the 
planetary communal status constitutes 
and represents a typical syndrome. it’s not 
being said out of pessimism nor in the ul-
terior motive of creating new definitions 
and explanations to “history”, “human be-
ings”, “Meaning” and “God” and the end-
less expressions, slogans and descriptions 
that are taking over the minds and domi-
nating the thoughts of Western scientists.

Furthermore, one can’t avoid noticing 
the suggestions and predictions that stem 
from religious institutions all over the 
world about the end of days; the apoca-
lypse… The matter is simply explained 
by the fact that each of the cultural, local 
and global phases holds a certain period 
of time highlighted by factors of crises or 
disintegration. during the latter, numer-
ous defections and “symptoms” appear. 
They destroy the axiological side (ethics, 
aesthetics, spirituality and so on…), the 
economic side, the political side, human 
affairs, nature and environment. They 
also affect the management of the Quartet 
that brings about all the diseases; by the 
Quartet, i mean Money, Authority, Power 
and Knowledge…

And the cultural crisis grasps some 
private qualities according to society or 
culture… And some general virtues that 
include the globalization of economy and 
information and the tendency to impose 
a unified pattern upon all eastern and 

western societies; the alarming prototype 
of materialistic consumption… Al Gore, 
former vice president of the united states, 
wrote in his book “earth in the balance” 
published in 1993, before the economic cri-
sis took place, that disregarding the amaz-
ing development of economy, America is 
facing ordeals. in his opinion, not only is a 
culture based on marketing and consump-
tion no longer valid, but it is also on the 
verge of deterioration and disappearance. 
such acts put the American society in 
danger and threat of abolishment. These 
thoughts coming from an authority figure 
who occupies a prestigious post serving 
the most advanced country in terms of 
economy are not to be neglected. Thus, we 
are required to inquire thoroughly about 
this sick phenomenon that attracted ev-
eryone’s attention. Moreover and unfortu-
nately, it somehow provides a false hope 
for the majority of western and eastern 
cultures and for Anglo-saxon and fran-
cophone societies. The American energy 
consumption model, which is considered 
the most expanded and the most seizing 
of earth and human resources and which 
formed the “expenditure community”, 
is itself going through a state of tension, 
weariness and devastation. These tribula-
tion vibes don’t just affect a short term era 
since American experts expect them to 
persist, let alone evolve and worsen unless 
all creative minds focus on specifying the 
reason for the calamity and trying to with-
draw community from its effects. New al-
ternatives that are harmless and that lead 
people to be in harmony with nature and 
God should be found and founded.

if we were to call upon the logic and 
blossom of experts that are predicting 
future scenarios and who are having vi-
sions about the consequences of today’s 
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elements, we would point out several pos-
sibilities that i will sum up in just four on 
the geostrategic and the geopolitical lev-
els. They are as follows:

First possibility: persistence of the cur-
rent cultural process and the maintenance 
of corruption.

Second possibility: planetary extension 
of the liberal American style.

Third possibility: the hypothesis of the 
constant clash between cultures and reli-
gions.

Fourth possibility: the potentiality of 
intensifying, deepening and globalizing 
communication, cooperation and partner-
ship among cultures and religions on new 
spiritual and materialistic bases.

in case the first option is the one that’s 
accurate, it will express itself through its 
components and its effectiveness in terms 
of knowledge and economy for the post-
industrial society (or post-modernism). 
The frail and unstable situation will linger 
in numerous countries and communities 
that are considered culturally “vulnera-
ble”. This possibility would be toughened 
by the concentration of money, power and 
technology, innovation and knowledge in 
the hands of political leaders aiming for 
the so-called golden billion. This axis, 
thanks to power and domination, seeks 
the burgeoning of its core through devel-
oped technology and the maintenance 
of its acquisitive superiority. in order to 
keep this authority, the system will trig-
ger more wars on the psychological level 
and the mind level to the extent of killing 
or terminating revolutionaries who rise 
against its policies and speeches…

As for the second option mentioned 
above, if it were precise, it would imply 
that Pax Americana is the ultimate finest 
choice for America and the whole world’s 

best interests. however, it’s not upright to 
stick to a reckless policy that was expressed 
in the philosophy of neo-conservatives in 
the era of bush Jr. it is rather wise to abide 
by a more diplomatic and realistic policy to 
reduce the tensions on the economical and 
the political levels. These tensions might in-
tend to configure a new mechanism based 
on shared responsibility and purpose in or-
der to manage the world… but it would be 
ruled by America, undoubtedly.

The third option, interlaced with the 
first and the second one, in particular when 
it comes to the continuity of fueling all 
types of conflicts between civilizations and 
religions. All three have common ground. 
The latter consists of considering the islam-
ic Circle, the russian Orthodox, the slavic 
and Chinese Circles as the “enemy” for the 
West that’s becoming American and for 
whoever hovers around its plot. Within this 
option, we find the mobilization of efforts 
being planned by all the ideological and 
military figures in order to ignite the planet 
with wars, wars that could eventually lead 
to an inability to control the disastrous end; 
for the West and the east alike, for the at-
tacker and defender at the same time…

Fourth possibility is seeking not only to 
establish a new vision of communication 
between cultures and religions, based on 
dialogue, but also to renew the economy 
and politics, values and spirituality on the 
basis of a new philosophy of cooperation 
and partnership among the communities 
of this planet… This involves setting new 
strategies for learning and teaching, for 
religion, environment and economy in or-
der to have different poles in the world yet 
equal opportunities and chances, on the 
geopolitical level.

All these possibilities currently exist. 
it’s therefore difficult to predict what the 



PartnershiP of Civilizations №1/2012     23

odds are on the short and medium term, 
not until the end of the first half of this 
century. The future, however, which gen-
erates from the past and the present, car-
ries structural changes in thinking and 
behavioral dynamics of human beings…

This research does not, due to the lack 
of capacity, allow us to address detailed 
changes in the demographic area, in the 
family and the environment concepts 
and the technological applications. same 
thing goes for economic relations and so-
cial distinctions between the North and 
the south, between groups and social 
strata belonging to the same culture or 
religion… Neither does it discuss the vari-
ous philosophies and the different paths 
and outcomes of the doctrines of conflicts 
and dialogues, nor the various aspects 
and components of the light energy and 
the dark and destructive energy that ema-
nates from religious institutions. Nor does 
it deal with the constructive forces vs. the 
destructive spiritual energies. doing so 
would require of course a combination 
of all the scientific and spiritual energies 
and employment of all creative capacities 
of wisdom, memory and experience of the 
good people on the planet.

The purpose of this article is to predict 
some stages of the future that i specifi-
cally chose thinking they would make a 
category of prominent headlines. i confess 
that i am trying to locate the threats and 
diagnose the risk, to uncover some points 
about optimism and pessimism without 
digging deeply to the roots…

Demography

radical changes have transformed the de-
mography of this planet. The current rate 

of earth inhabitants has almost reached 
6 billion and 3 millions. it’s in constant 
elevation… it might double by the end of 
this century. From a logical point of view, 
demographic growth reflects cultural 
blossoming. This was witnessed in europe 
in the 18th and the 19th centuries. As the 
French historian Fernan braudel said: 
“chaotic human abundance might be ben-
eficial at its beginnings. it becomes harm-
ful when demographic growth evolves at 
a faster pace than economic growth. That 
was the case in europe by the end of the 
16th century and so is the case in the ma-
jority of slowly developing countries”1.

in the current demographic scene, we 
notice a strong decrease in population 
growth in developed countries whereas 
it’s the complete opposite case in poor 
countries located essentially in Africa and 
Asia. in some regions like the Northern 
part of the American continent, in Austra-
lia, in the eastern and the Western part of 
europe and for the white race, the popula-
tion growth would develop on the expense 
of the demographic growth. The range of 
india — China — Japan will maintain its 
population sufficiency and it’s dominated 
by the yellow race. While we will witness 
a population increase for the brown race 
mixed with white and yellow skin color in 
the Arab region and the islamic world in 
general, same as the black race centered 
in the African continent and in other parts 
of the world… Thus, future demographic 
growth and ethnic expansion in the short 
term, medium term and even the long 
term will witness a considerable decline 
of the white race and this produces waves 
of pessimism regarding its planetary des-
tiny. The ethnic and demographic future 
will be absolutely in favor of other races; 
yellow and brown skin interacting with 
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other races, the same goes for the black 
race… in this context, panic on the euro-
pean continent and the northern part of 
America will take place due to the awak-
ening of the disastrous memories charged 
with racism and racial discrimination and 
cultural diversity in their countries. This 
would result in violent reactions by other 
races and cultures. it’s all in the pessimis-
tic scenario brought about by the evolu-
tion of this demographic situation. While 
in the optimistic scenario, we would wit-
ness votes and speeches of the white race 
and other phenomena urging to dissemi-
nate the culture of peace, cooperation 
and partnership between human beings, 
regardless of their races and religions, 
just taking into consideration the fact that 
we all share and live on the same planet 
and we’re all human beings. The russian 
sergi Capista refers to this and says: “No 
population growth can be described and 
evaluated throughout the world unless we 
consider the whole world and the people 
interacting in the demographic process as 
members of the same platoon in the demo-
graphic system” (2) … it should be noted 
that the current course of events does not 
augur that the optimistic side would draw 
close on the short or the medium term.

Family

since Family is the finest core and the most 
essential system to population growth, it 
is linked deeply to the demographic mat-
ter. it’s not in its best shape at the time 
being, nor is it in the worst… in each fam-
ily institution, we find the positive and the 
negative sides. disintegration, disorder 
and tension are almost taking over the 
ambience of families all over the world. 

The situation may seem more dramatic in 
the west rather than the east what with all 
the divorce cases and conceptions without 
marriage… discussing this specific point 
might take long but i’ll just settle for dis-
playing some numbers and examples. 
since October 1985, Aids started forming 
a crisis and a threat to all human beings. 
And ever since the phenomena of “sexual 
freedom” has been spread in the late six-
ties, there has been an elevation of the risk 
of single parents raising their kids on their 
own. For instance, in britain, since 1991, 
¼th of the kids have been the outcome of 
non marital relationships. Furthermore, in 
some regions of the richest capital in the 
world Washington, the rate reached 90 %3. 
Cases of family disintegration extend to 
affect the broad communication between 
woman and man, among generations, and 
among other values in society. The tragic 
situation in the west does not exempt the 
disintegration status that the east is fac-
ing… None of the sciences or the studies 
promises future optimism; they all lead to 
the same conclusion: we are approaching 
the abyss of pessimism. To sum up, the 
current situation of the family foundation 
and its future does not set the human mind 
at ease. Note that the disintegration and 
the extinction of the family correspond to 
the disintegration of the extinction of any 
civilized coherent society.

Environment

The situation of the environment that 
embraces the people and the races isn’t at 
all soothing. The wise human being, the 
finest biological creature on this planet, 
is an integral part of the natural and the 
cosmic surroundings. in the pre-industrial 
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phase, there used to be a sort of harmony 
and coexistence between man and Mother 
Nature. With the emanation into the in-
dustrial stage, or in the perspective of the 
first scientific revolution then the second 
one and now the third, experts are warn-
ing against the grievous nightmare we’re 
going through. it can almost be called a 
crisis. There is pollution all over the globe, 
dirt and toxic compounds are accumulat-
ing in the planet. since the sixties of the 
last century and to this date, man himself 
has become the main source of dirt ac-
cumulation in nature. he contributed in 
the accumulation of 2000 times more dirt 
than any creature did in millions of years.

The saying launched by the scientific 
reasoning in the early seventeenth cen-
tury that humans should control laws of 
the nature in order to control or domi-
nate the earth has been beneficial on the 
materialistic level but harmful since it 
caused many natural catastrophes. Flaw 
has become prominent and visible to the 
naked eye between man and animal, man 
and plant, man and water, man and air, 
man and energy resources, man and outer 
space… Many big scientist were alarmed 
since the beginning of the last century 
like Fernads, learo, Conda, Chezki, de 
shardon…

however, the heightened ecological 
danger turned more dramatic in recent 
decades, the thing which has necessitated 
the intervention of international social 
and scientific bodies like Club de rome 
and the international life institute (insti-
tut international de la vie). Although atten-
tion to this problem is rising locally and 
internationally, its peak was reached in 
1992 in rio de Janeiro, when an important 
international conference was held to study 
this dilemma. The voices of reason tried to 

warn that we’re in the presence of a deep 
deterioration of the life organization on 
our planet. everyone agrees that unless all 
nations join together and people and indi-
viduals unite, the disaster will not only af-
fect the human body and community, but 
it will also attain the vital area of the entire 
planet. however, many of palliative mea-
sures and solutions adopted by the govern-
ments of east and West have not succeeded 
so far in rationally and wisely diagnosing 
the ecological threat. Therefore, we cannot 
see scientific solutions and radical ones for 
the ecological dilemma. unless new alter-
natives are found as to how to treat the 
earth properly, the menace of the ecologi-
cal crisis will remain strapping.

Qualitative shift in human activity on 
this planet has witnessed two major phases; 
first phase is the evolution of humankind 
from biological evolution into social devel-
opment, the second is the human ability to 
establish advanced civilization on the phys-
ical and cultural level, without that being at 
the expense of harmony with the surround-
ings. however, the contradictive evolution 
between the ecological side in the human 
personality and the flagrant violation of 
the law of life through biological evolution, 
affecting plants and animals, and even the 
genome, has led us to the verge of crisis. 
These are risks that require a broader and 
more active mobilization of the creative 
resources to achieve optimism and proper 
interaction between man and nature.

Technical mind and technology practice

After the first, second and third scientific 
revolutions that left deep impacts on soci-
eties, and with the new era of post-indus-
trialism, there have been huge alterations 



26 theoretiCal Problems of PartnershiP of Civilizations

in the life cycles. The world is moving at a 
real fast pace… We look for change as soon 
as we achieve an accomplishment. Post-
modern cultures will be ok with the faster 
pace whereas poor countries will take very 
long to get to the same level. Within the 
sharp distinction among three patterns of 
the cultural, scientific, economic and in-
formational development, it is expected 
that the world would witnessed many so-
cial disasters and the escalation of hatred 
between rich and poor countries. Quoting 
the famous American futurist Alvin Tof-
fler “the early stages of the post-industrial 
society will witness massive social trem-
ors and dramatic, chronological develop-
ments in the technical and economical 
game. Political instability and new wars 
are expected. Foreseen is an enormous 
threat to human destiny”4.

since specific western parties control 
and manipulate the technical and indus-
trial development, the international re-
lations have an air of pessimism about 
them. Contributions and reasonable at-
tempts will step up to focus on establish-
ing a humanity speech calling for gener-
alized more just and equitable relations 
among all human beings. This speech 
would aim to freeing humanity from the 
risks of robots, technology and machines 
taking over and ruining relations between 
man and nature.

some pessimists predict a large clash 
between the mentalities and the cultures 
within the information technology ex-
plosion. despite the fact that technology 
provided major communication facilities 
throughout the world, it carries danger 
more frightening than the nuclear reser-
voir. Whoever controls this scientific revo-
lution will greedily control the minds and 
tastes of all human beings. This revolution 

and its impact on the receivers will be like 
a tsunami on the planetary level; it will 
destroy everything that’s human about 
human beings.

A man who turns into a slave serving 
machines and technology is a man whose 
life turns to ruins… he will lose the 
warmth of communication. he will be-
come cold. his destiny is hard to foresee.

in brief, the future scenario involving a 
technology-dominated society will quarrel 
the human soul that is seeking harmony 
between the spiritual and the physical 
sides of humans. This will materialize in 
an unavoidable conflict.

Conflict and war doctrines

One of the dilemmas that cause illness in 
human behavior is worshiping power and 
abiding by the narcissistic philosophy of 
conflict between a man and his environ-
ment. humanity has witnessed several 
stages of conflict between homo sapiens 
and nature and among human beings. 
These phases were drowned with wars; 
more than 10 000 wars on all levels. Then, 
the strength philosophy came to make ev-
erything worse. People wanted to be stron-
gest among their fellow humans and to 
prove that, they got involved in wars and 
used biology and darwin philosophy and 
enmity of the human nature and that was 
practiced all over the world. Peace, virtues 
and humanity became a mere memory in 
the back of the subconscious mind.

it would be unwise if i were to say that 
aggressive reaction and violence are not 
normal qualities of the human beings, be-
cause they are ones that he uses on a daily 
basis. Anger and enmity is always there; 
when dealing with family issues, when 



PartnershiP of Civilizations №1/2012     27

talking to neighbors, and especially in rac-
ism… These are well-known facts… Wars 
and conflicts have distinguished the weak 
from the strong and allowed the latter to 
take over and brag about victory.

several questions remain unanswered: 
Can we live on this planet in a problem-free 
world, a world without wars or conflicts, 
a world where strength does not plainly 
imply domination? Can we look for a fu-
ture adorned by principles that transcend 
hatred and conflicts and that are based on 
peace? Can we go back to considering chal-
lenge as a fancy Olympic game like it was 
the case in 776 b. C. where competitors 
use their minds and strength in order to 
win and serve God and not in order to rule 
the world? Actually, ever since civilization 
was founded, wise men dreamt of peace. 
however, some say that peace wouldn’t be 
established just by riddance of war and ter-
rorism. As the French intellectual Claude 
levi strauss says: “war will only end when 
its theory ends, when we use creativity in 
order to get rid of its causes and terrorism, 
when it fails to develop… it doesn’t end 
just with actual and periodic failure”5.

War is an integral part of the concept 
and definition of authority and domina-
tion of the strong over the weak which so-
ciety and human rights and religions are 
built upon.

War leads both killer and murdered, 
winner and loser, into hell where the 
victorious finds himself withdrawn from 
humanity and into animal instincts and 
demeaning levels of aggressiveness.

This dream of peace will only come true 
when people consider a philosophy like 
darwin’s, encouraging power and author-
ity and domination, the one which unfor-
tunately leaders still base their speeches 
on, as an extermination of humanity and 

good virtues. sadly, such philosophy is still 
imposed on military parties and armies all 
throughout the world.

This perspective has been present ever 
since the darwin social philosophy which 
was applied by spenser, Marcos, Angelus, 
lenin, stalin and long before the idea 
of “establishing the aggressive self” by 
Freud… All of these tend to use force in 
order to defend the identity, the self and 
the religion…

This ghost hovering the earth will, in no 
possible way, lead people to safe grounds. 
The human imagination, obsessive with 
the concept of power, conflict and war, 
is in jeopardy. everyone is looking to kill 
the other without working on killing the 
enmity and the violence within. Great re-
sponsibility is born undoubtedly by the 
strongest in the West, but responsibility 
also lies on the shoulders of the weakest. 
exhibits are Gandhi, Jesus and buddha, 
and many verses of the Quran that empha-
size that “the murderer and the murdered 
are both in hell fires”…

Perhaps the exit from the wars and con-
flicts’ tunnel would be thanks to the unity 
of all wise men in the west and east. They 
will aim to develop the idea of cooperation 
and partnership and democracy among 
persons. This notion was named “biologi-
cal altruism” by the Canadian scientist 
Jean relethford. it’s also known as “coop-
eration development” 6. i add to it commu-
nication, honest and concentrated partner-
ship between cultures and religions.

Authority of the ruler and the ruled

One of the ordeals we face on a daily basis 
and that disfigure the human image in our 
societies is the relation between author-
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ity and domination. Authority is crucial to 
avoid chaos and to keep organization. it’s 
not the case nowadays where authority con-
veys an absolutely unique message which is 
domination and power. it’s a radical tool to 
subjugate subordinates to leaders, the weak 
to the strong, current times to the past. it 
begins within the walls of the same family 
to reach the streets and the state institu-
tions and the other sectors of civil society. 
it’s hard to grab and fix because it no lon-
ger deals just with the top presidential or 
parliamentary or governmental, judicial or 
religious posts, but it is also extended to all 
types of thinking and behavior in humans.

The deterrent and the dark sides of 
power lie wherever domination and mate-
rialism conquer knowledge.

The strong wants to dominate the 
weak and the weak wants to dominate 
anyone who’s even weaker in his sur-
roundings. This leads to wars and divorces 
and breaking of communication. There is 
no solution to this hell except by trying to 
dismantle and expose this kind of power 
wherever and whenever it is present. it’s 
necessary to nurture all kinds of demo-
cratic resistance and rationality within 
each authority. here, the optimistic sce-
nario highlights the view that we are not 
against the positive presence of power and 
authority meaning to maintain order and 
legitimacy of humanitarian values but we 
are in opposition to every authority that 
suffocates freedom and justice, equality 
and democracy…

Humanitarian World or Crisis

The current path of planetary civilization, 
based on the materialistic consumption 
model and a variety of wrong strategies 

and policies about the environment, econ-
omy, technology, power and authority, is 
leading toward a wrong target which is 
honoring money and power, idolizing 
temptation and selfishness. Most of the 
scientists and researchers, teachers, pro-
fessors, engineers, doctors, artists and 
others with high educational certificates 
live in a state of narrow material resourc-
es, while poorly educated groups who 
resort to all types of fraud and theft live 
in material affluence yet extreme moral 
and spiritual poverty… All mafias, and all 
leaders and all the people who damage the 
earth resources only seek money and they 
consider it a god that provides them with 
power and authority and therefore a per-
fect life. They deny and refuse to accept 
and acknowledge the new strategy. This 
new strategy holds a qualitative change 
in the role of science and education, tech-
nology and political strategies for the or-
ganization and a renewal of the values of 
spirituality, in order to communicate in a 
more illuminating and peaceful way to a 
heavenly extent. it requires the establish-
ment of a cultural system for the sake of 
science, education and ethics, religion, 
beliefs and philosophies. it would make 
a more comprehensive and deeper model 
responding to the needs of the post-indus-
trial, post-liberal society. A spiritual, cul-
tural, revolutionary, economic, humani-
tarian, communication-based strategy, 
focused primarily on the humanization 
of societies and the rationalization of re-
ligions, based on equal opportunities and 
just judgment of the creative abilities and 
skills of a person. discoveries in “brain sci-
ence” promise new ways to deal with the 
earthly matters that are more peaceful 
and humanitarian. since the dawn of civi-
lization and the longing of homo sapiens 
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for the values of goodness, justice, labor, 
knowledge, beauty, inner peace and har-
mony between man and nature and God 
referred to as the Cosmic Mind in the bud-
dhist perspective, we believe that we are 
the followers of religions, the people of 
the book.

Mankind, as indicated by the academic 
group that contributed in the making of 
the book entitled: the dialogue of civiliza-
tions (meaning, ideas, techniques), lives 
facing “turning points we had never ran 
across in the entire history: either the 
complete and ultimate collapse due to a 
clash among civilizations or prosperity 
thanks to the blend of all forces to create 
more favorable conditions for a fair part-
nership. responsibility lies on the shoul-
ders of governments, decision-makers and 
each and every one of the persons living 
on this planet” 7.

Optimistic strategy should have the 
following objectives: to give a larger credit 
and role for the creative minds who work 
on formulating cultural suggestions and 
alternatives to the confrontation by force, 
tyranny and war, to accredit the persons 
whose aims are to create a new Charter of 
ethics for mankind while trying to save 
the earth from the disastrous civilization 
of consumption and desire and the uncon-
trollable instinct of aggression and wor-
ship of money. The new strategy consists 
of a permanent, deep and generalized re-
newal of the culture of dialogue, partner-
ship and cooperation amongst human be-
ings on this planet.
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The Scientific Revolution 
of the 21st Century as a Fundamental 
Base of the Progress of Civilizations

1. Four Gulfs of the Global Crisis of Science

The world science in the late 20th — early 21st century is experi-
encing a deep financial crisis, the like of which has never been 
observed for several centuries. The main signs of this crisis may 
be formulated as four deepening gulfs in the dynamics of the 
world knowledge.

The first gulf: the speed and depth of changes in society and 
nature are far ahead than consciousness of the essence and im-
plications of these changes by the world science. The prevailing 
industrial scientific paradigm reflects the regularities and trends 
of the industrial world civilization completing its life cycle. but 
the post-industrial, humanistic-noospheric civilization is com-
ing replacing it. science received a powerful development effort 
in the industrial society has turned out to be unable either to 
foresee the rising ninth wave of global crises or to show the reli-
able guides to move towards the post-industrial civilization. The 
prevailing science loses its primary function of the “looking for-
ward” in the stormy sea of changes that increases the risks in 
choosing a strategic course by the leaders of humanity. As the 
pace and radical changes grow, this gulf expands threatening by 
global catastrophes.
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The second gulf — between science and 
society: the weakening of the ability of sci-
ence to foresee crises and changes and to 
show the effective way of movement to 
the future has led to a drop in the pres-
tige of science, weakening of attention 
to the scientific knowledge of society, by 
the government and business, explosion 
of seemingly long gone in the past anti-
scientific false teachings and beliefs. Faith 
typical for the industrial age in the limit-
less possibilities of science gave way to 
skepticism about its achievements, a lack 
of confidence in its abilities. From the be-
loved firstborn science is turning into all 
persecuted stepson. The power — at the 
national and international levels — and 
business leaders less and less listen to the 
voice in formulating strategic decisions 
that determines their not far horizon, in-
creases the gulf between science and soci-
ety. The gap weakens them both.

The third gulf: a discrepancy between 
the growing investment in science and its 
results. between growing from year to 

year as a whole over the world and most 
countries investments in science (they 
have reached, according to the World 
bank, 2.21 % of world GdP, for countries 
with high income 2.47 %, usA — 2.67 %, Ja-
pan — 3.45 %) and the number of epochal 
scientific discoveries and major inven-
tions similar to those that were observed 
during the scientific revolution of the late 
19th — early 20th centuries. This gap is 
explained by the fact that the prevailing 
current industrial scientific paradigm has 
largely exhausted its creative potential, 
and the post-industrial paradigm at the 
establishment stage has not yet received 
the necessary support and achieved not to 
fullest its creative potential.

The fourth gulf: super concentration of 
scientific potential in rich countries of the 
“golden billion” practically the minimum 
level in poor countries where most of the 
world population resides. This can be seen 
from Table 1.

in the countries of the “golden billion” 
where 16 % of the world population resides a 

Table 1. The Distribution of Scientific Potential by Countries with Different Income Levels

Country Groups Population Size, 
2008

Number of 
researchers

r&d Costs applications for 
Patents from 
residents

Proceeds from Sale 
of licenses

Mln. 
People

% of 
world

Thous.
people

% of 
world

Bln. USd % of 
world

Thous. % of 
world

Bln. USd % of 
world

World 6697 100 8505 100 1337.5 100 988.5 100 181.3 100

Countries with 
income:
high

1069 16.0 4220 49.6 1068.9 79.9 796.6 74.5 177.4 97.8

above average 949 14.2 1180 13.9 68.4 5.1 40.9 4.1 2.3 1.2

Below average 3703 55.3 1774 20.9 101.8 7.6 134.1 13.6 1.4 0.7

lower 978 14.6 594 7.0 … … … … … …

Source: World Development Indicators 2010. Washington: The World Bank, 2010.  
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half of the researchers is concentrated, 80 % 
of r&d costs; 74 % of patent applications 
from residents, it not a wonder that they get 
98 % of income from royalties and license 
sales, the bulk of the world technological 
quasi-rent. At the same time countries with 
low income science and technology and in-
novation potential is negligibly small, where 
15 % of the world population resides, the as-
similation of achievements of scientific and 
technological revolutions of the 21st cen-
tury and doomed to poverty, backwardness. 
Gross national income per capita in 2008 in 
low-income countries was 76 times lower 
according to the current exchange rate and 
30 times lower by purchasing power parity 
than in high-income countries.

Thus, the world science being in the 
state of deep crisis at the final stage of 
its industrial cycle happens to be unable 
to effectively perform its essential func-
tions — the cognitive, creative and predic-
tive. And this is just at a time when civili-
zation has entered into the era of radical 
changes, chaotic fluctuations.

2. The End of the Century of Science 
or a New Scientific Revolution?

several years ago American science jour-
nalist John horgan, after interviewing a 
number of prominent scientists, includ-
ing Nobel laureates, concluded that all 
the major scientific discoveries had been 
made and that all that remained was the 
working out of minor details, the end of 
the century of science comes1.

in fact, the global crisis of science is not 
the end of the century of science but the 
crisis of the industrial scientific paradigm 
prevailed for more than two centuries that 
largely does not meet the requirements of 

development of society in the 21st century 
and is a forerunner of the post-industrial 
paradigm. its establishment will be the 
main content of the scientific revolution 
of the second quarter of the 21st century.

This is a naturally determined process. 
The accumulation of knowledge is not 
smooth and continuous. it occurs under 
the regularities of cyclic-genetic dynamics. 
Along with the change of historical epochs 
a change of general scientific paradigms 
occurs — the amount of knowledge that 
underpins strategic decisions and actions. 
such change is accompanied by crisis of 
the passing paradigm and the rise of new, 
innovative updating of the accumulated 
amount of knowledge. At the same time 
a set of the leading area of knowledge and 
centers of scientific creativity change. The 
general trend, from age to age, the role of 
scientific knowledge increases in address-
ing the increasingly complex challenges 
humanity faces to be solved with the will 
of the epochal and basic innovations. This 
is more so correct for the 21st century 
when it stands to overcome the cluster of 
global crises and to build a post-industrial, 
humanistic-noospheric integral society.

The school of the russian cyclism re-
jects the point of the end of the century 
of science and foresees the completion of 
the modern crisis of knowledge by a new 
scientific revolution, the peak of which 
will likely be in the second quarter of the 
21st century.

3. Will the New Scientific 
Revolution be Great?

The history of scientific knowledge, in-
vestigated in depth in his time by v. i. ver-
nadsky2 and John bernal3 distinguishes 
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several general scientific revolutions. 
i distinguish four scientific turns over the 
past five millennia.

The first of them occurred in the 3rd 
millennium b. C., when the accumulated 
amount of knowledge made possible to 
create sophisticated irrigation systems, to 
build the pyramids, palaces, religious build-
ings in the valleys of the great historic rivers 
(Nile, Tigris and euphrates, the indus) and 
at the crossroads of sea trade routes (Mino-
an civilization on Crete). This became the 
basis of the technological revolution, many 
times increased the labor productivity.

The second scientific revolution began 
in the second half of the last millennium 
b. C., when in ancient Greece it was com-
pleted a science building by abstract and 
fundamental knowledge, established sys-
tem of sciences still existing, Plato’s Acad-
emy founded, Aristotle’s lyceum, library 
of Alexandria, numerous schools of phi-
losophers. This scientific revolution may 
be viewed indeed as Great because it laid 
the foundations of scientific knowledge at 
the millennia ahead.

The next scientific revolution refers to 
the period of the 15th –17th centuries, when 
due to the great geographical and scientific 
discoveries the picture of the world radical-
ly changed. John bernal not without reason 
called this revolution Great. The explosion 
of scientific creativity had its epicenter in 
europe. it became the fundamental base of 
the industrial revolution, establishment of 
the industrial world civilization.

scientific revolution took place in the 
period of maturity of the industrial world 
civilization and was adequate to its con-
tent. There were assimilated electricity, 
liquid and gaseous fuels, development 
of air space began. since the end of the 
19th century the recent revolution in sci-

ence evolved in natural sciences opening 
the way to knowledge and use of atomic 
energy and space exploration. Many dis-
coveries were made in biology, medicine, 
science of society. however, despite the 
significance of these discoveries, it could 
hardly be called this revolution Great: it 
took place within and on the basis of the 
industrial universal scientific paradigm.

since the end of the 20th century it be-
comes increasingly clear that this para-
digm has largely exhausted its creative 
and prognostic potential. The time of new 
“universal scientific revolution” is coming 
which may be viewed as Great.

What is the basis of such a bold state-
ment, and in respect of the coming scien-
tific revolution?

First, the first half of this century is a 
change of historical epochs: the decline 
of industrial and establishment of post-in-
dustrial, integral by its nature, world civi-
lization, change of the fourth generation 
of local civilizations with the fifth more 
differentiated; transition from the second 
(millennium and a half) historical super 
cycle in the dynamics of the global civi-
lization to the third. All the components 
of the genotype of civilization: nature of 
demographic dynamics, energy-ecologi-
cal, technological and economic modes of 
production, architecture of geo-political 
world order, socio-cultural system are rad-
ically changing. such avalanche of radical 
changes does not fit into the “Procrustean 
bed” of the industrial scientific paradigm. 
The rapidly changing world requires the 
updating of the entire system of knowl-
edge. The magnitude of changes defines 
the nature of scientific revolution.

Second, the growing gap between the 
rate of changes in society and its relation-
ship with nature, their too late and incom-
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plete awareness is the source of many er-
roneous strategic decisions and a phenom-
enon which Alvin Toffler called “future 
shock” — a fear of the future that leads to 
an inadequate response to new challenges 
and threats. This has the potentially to call 
into question the very existence of the spe-
cies homo sapiens. The scientific revolution 
must clean the Augean stables of accumu-
lated knowledge, free them from the out-
dated dogmas and fill with new knowledge 
adequate to the modern age. it is in power 
by the great scientific revolution only.

Third, the building of science by its ar-
chitecture, the ratio of elements that re-
flect the priorities of the passing era, in 
many respects does not meet the priorities 
of the new era. A grand transformation of 
the whole knowledge of science is coming, 
change of leaders that is only possible as 
a result of the great scientific revolution. 
The leadership goes to the social sciences, 
sciences about life and ecology.

Finally, the fourth, while the new ar-
chitecture of science is only beginning to 
be built, its foundations had already been 
laid by outstanding russian and foreign 
scientists of the last century, which are 
far ahead of their time. The new building 
is not built on sand, not on the fluctuation 
of random insights, but on the granite 
foundation of profoundly elaborated theo-
ries that makes it possible already now to 
identify the main outlines of the coming 
scientific revolution, the post-industrial 
scientific paradigm.

4. The Main Outlines of the 
Coming Scientific Revolution

The main outlines of the coming scientific 
revolution can already be seen.

First, it will be accompanied by the 
rise of science, overcoming its crisis and en-
hancing the prestige as the foundation of 
a knowledge-based society. young talents 
will be attracted by science, and the gov-
ernment and businessmen will not save 
money for researches into new problems.

Second, the content and result of the 
revolution will be the establishment of in-
terdisciplinary scientific paradigm that is ad-
equate to the realities of the 21st century, 
post-industrial civilization and serves as 
a reliable guide in dealing with any prob-
lems and resolving knots of contradic-
tions.

Third, humanization of science will evolve. 
The priority will be given to the human 
sciences, medicine, social sciences and hu-
manities. This will help prevent the spread 
of dangerous diseases, support active life 
of people under conditions of increasing 
longevity, prevent and overcome the dev-
astating crises and conflicts, degradation 
of the moral foundations of society.

Fourth, noospherization of science is ahead, 
the priority of research into problems of 
interaction between society and nature, 
and their harmonious co-evolution, for-
mation of environmental sciences system 
at the boundary between natural and so-
cial sciences, bringing environmental is-
sues to the forefront in life of society and 
in scientific thought.

since the second half of the 20th cen-
tury as a result of the rapid jump of 
the productive forces, the invention of 
nuclear weapons and other weapons of 
mass destruction the reason has become 
not only geological but also the climate 
power. but concurrently species homo 
sapiens have found itself on the brink of 
self-destruction, according to Pitirim so-
rokin — self-cremation in the flames of 
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a thermonuclear war. in the 21st century 
many types of nonrenewable minerals, 
primarily fossil fuels will be mainly ex-
hausted, now provide 82 % of energy con-
sumption. There is a growing shortage of 
fresh water, fertile land, tropical forests 
are felled rapidly — “green lungs” of the 
planet. it is becoming more and more 
likely a global ecological catastrophe. but 
science still can not give an unambiguous 
answer to the question: what will happen 
to humanity — the overall warming and 
the flooding of many coastal cities and 
countries — or a new ice age? unusually 
cold winter of 2009 – 2010 and hot summer 
in 2010 have added doubts to science.

Fifth, a complicated process of demili-
tarization of science is ahead. in the indus-
trial age, human genius has increasingly 
served to the Moloch of war. The state and 
corporations generously fueled military 
researches, the best minds were employed 
there. it is expected to refocus them on the 
priority humanitarian and environmental 
problems, the states should first of all take 
care of it.

5. The Fundamental Base of the Technological 
Turn and Progress of Civilizations

The revolution in science becomes the pri-
mary source and the driving force of the 
ninth wave of the epochal and basic inno-
vations4 that expect us in the first half of 
the 21st century and will transform the 
face of the world. The result of these in-
novations, a global technology revolu-
tion will not only be the formation of the 
post-industrial, technological mode of 
production of its first stage — the sixth 
technological order, noospheric energy-
ecological modes of production and con-

sumption, but also the establishment of 
an integral economic and socio-cultural 
system, a multi-polar world order based 
on the partnership of civilizations and 
transition to a new whorl of the spiral of 
historical development — to a integral 
civilization. These epochal innovations 
can be realized only with goal-directed 
activity of the humanity and its leaders, 
with the defining role of science in shap-
ing the future of society, ways and mech-
anisms of movement to it. Without it, the 
chaos of the transitional period will be in-
creasing; the threat of global catastrophe 
will be growing.

science is the core of the synthesis of the 
three revolutions — scientific, educational 
and information as the basis for a radical 
transformation of society. science gives a 
new vision of the world at the next turn 
of the helix of historical development of 
society and its interaction with nature, 
defines the aims of the movement and 
ways to achieve them. education is meant 
for a timely equipping with such new vi-
sion of the prevailing generation now 
and above all — the next generation of 
the 20s of the 21st century to whom the 
burden and responsibility of the adoption 
and implementation of strategic decisions 
will pass for three decades. The modern 
information revolution using the inter-
net, television and other sources of infor-
mation should help accelerate the rapid 
assimilation and dissemination of a new 
paradigm among the present and future 
generations, improve professional compe-
tency, stepping up the transforming activ-
ity of hundreds of millions of people. This 
requires the humanization of information 
flows, turning them to science and educa-
tion. An example can be the bilingual sci-
ence education portal “New Paradigm” 
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(www.newparadigm.ru) created by the 
sorokin — Kondratieff international in-
stitute, with more than a dozen and a half 
of sites on the topical issues of the forma-
tion of a new paradigm of social sciences. 
similar portals should be created for oth-
er branches of knowledge. The institute 
in association with the saint Petersburg 
state university has proposed the creation 
under the auspices of uNesCO the inter-
net portal “World scientific heritage”. 
Three sites have been implemented to 
this end — “Nikolai Kondratieff,” “Pitirim 
sorokin”, and “leonid Kantorovich.” We 
hope that the uNesCO will respond to this 
initiative.

The major direction of the coming 
global scientific revolution will be sur-
mounting the polarization of scientific 
potential that has reached the extreme 
limit. it is almost entirely concentrated in 
the u. s., Western europe, Japan, China, 
russia, and india, the majority of coun-
tries and civilizations are devoid of scien-
tific forces that can serve as a basis for the 
modern transformation and moderniza-
tion of society.

it will be required the development 
and implementation under the leader-
ship of the uNesCO a long-term strat-
egy of partnership of civilizations in the 
field of science. Considerable efforts and 
resources are necessary of the vanguard 
nations and civilizations so that to over-
come the excessive polarization of a sci-
entific- technological potential and help 
strengthening it in the lagging countries, 
failing which it is impossible to bridge the 
gulf reached critical limits between the 
“golden billion” and the poorest coun-
tries and civilizations.

Thus, the scientific revolution of the 
21st century underlies the technological 

turn, the wave of epochal and basic inno-
vations, transition of the world civiliza-
tion to a new whorl of historical helix.

The Role of Russia in the Scientific 
Revolution of the 21st Century

Will russia be able to join the leaders of 
the coming scientific revolution, despite 
the crises shaking it? There are consider-
able grounds for a positive answer to this 
key question to the fates of russian sci-
ence

First, it is the russian scientists already 
in the first half of 20 century, laid the 
cornerstones of the post-industrial scien-
tific paradigm. in the field of social scienc-
es — Pitirim sorokin, Nikolai Kondratiev, 
Alexander bogdanov, Nikolai berdyaev, 
Wassily leontieff. in the field of environ-
mental sciences — vladimir vernadsky, 
Alexander Chizhevsky, Nikolai vavilov, 
Nikita Moisseyev. in the field of life scienc-
es — ilya Mechnikov, ivan Pavlov. in the 
field of astronomy, physics, mathemat-
ics — Alexander Friedman, Pyotr Kapitsa, 
lev landau, leonid Kantorovich, Jaures Al-
ferov and many others. The ideas of these 
pioneers have been received by the world 
scientific thought and demanded in the 
21st century.

Second, the utmost deep civilizational 
crisis of the 90s in russia gave impetus to 
a new explosion of scientific creativity. 
relying on the powerful shoulders of its 
great predecessors, the modern russian 
scientific schools develop the ideas of the 
post-industrial paradigm of social and eco-
logical sciences. This is particularly true 
of schools of russian cyclism, civilization, 
noosphere, integral macroforecasting, 
philosophy of economy.
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The results of the efforts of these scien-
tific schools are a 7-volume fundamental 
work “Civilizations: Theory, history, dia-
logue and the Future”5, a three-volume 
book “The Philosophy of economy”6. rus-
sian and Kazakhstan scientists under the 
leadership of the P. sorokin — N. Kondra-
tieff international institute elaborated and 
published in 10 parts, and presented at 
the roundtable within the 64th session of 
the uN General Assembly on 27.10.2009, 
the Global Forecast “Future of Civiliza-
tions” for 2050 and recommendations to 
the partnership strategy of civilizations7. 
This ambitious project has become the 
evidence of the intellectual leadership of 
russia in foreseeing the future of civiliza-
tions on the basis of the post-industrial 
scientific paradigm.

Third, deep and devastating crisis the 
russian science pushes to the search for 
fundamentally new ideas and approaches. 
According to the World bank indicators, 
the number of researchers in russia ac-
counts for 6 % of their total number in 
the world, and r&d costs — only 1 % of 
the world; the number of patent applica-
tions from residents — 2.8 % of the world, 
and russia’s share of royalties and license 
revenues — 0.24 % only of the world and 
in the export of high technologies –0.33 % 
only. This indicates a disregard of the gov-
ernment and corporations for science and 
its low efficiency.

it particularly tells on natural and tech-
nical sciences, material and technical base 
of which is utmost outdated. industry and 
corporate science is destroyed, most of the 
engineering schools are liquidated, which 
once topped the world. There is a growing 
aging of scientific personnel — and in fact 
the scientific revolution is made by daring 
young talents.

if these trends continue under the in-
ertia-based scenario, then over the next 
decade, the scientific potential of russia 
will be irretrievably undercut, leading to 
a further decline of the competitiveness 
of domestic products, and its ousting from 
the domestic and foreign markets.

however, it is yet realistic an optimis-
tic, innovative-breakthrough scenario, 
if the positions of supporters of the new 
paradigm strengthen in the scientific 
community and they get a real and consid-
erable support from the government and 
corporations that will become a jumping-
off place for tackling the crisis, assimila-
tion of epochal and basic innovations, 
inclusion of the country into the world 
leaders in some areas of the formation 
of a new paradigm. in the field of social 
and ecological sciences this prospect is 
clearly visible. but this would require that 
the current leaders of the state and busi-
nesses should become aware of the dead-
end movement by the inertia-based path, 
turn to science, formulate and implement 
a long-term strategy which will be able to 
bring russia to the number of the leaders 
in a number of areas of the scientific revo-
lution of the 21st century.
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Important Changes: New Conditions 
of Civilizational Development

G 
lobal civilization revolution of the 21st century generates 
a new wave of lively discussions and sharp debates. We 

mention a few nodes. They primarily relate to:
— consequences of the “ecologization” of international af-

fairs and their impact on the civilizational processes;
— The most important geopolitical shifts and related rear-

rangements in the field of international relations;
— the capabilities of a “new synthesis” in the government 

and market regulation of socio-economic relations, including 
their impact on the forms, pace, and results of innovative devel-
opment.

in this regard, it should be considered the issues of develop-
ment of different civilizations and criteria for their viability, dy-
namism, as well as the forms of their interactions.

The crystallization of different approaches to evaluating the 
ways to develop international relations has become a sign of the 
times. On the one hand, this is manifested in dissociation, of the 
fundamental interests of different national and religious and so-
cial groups, which leads to the growth of intolerance, hostility 
and increase in the conflict level in society. On the other hand, 
moods and actions aimed at consolidating the constructive forces 
of civil society, cooperation and unity of different movements 
and mass organizations advocating the joint solution of pressing 
problems is gaining momentum.

T.T. Timofeev, RAS 
Corresponding Member
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We are going through a transition, 
crucial time, as evidenced by the new 
global parameters of human progress, in-
cluding — especially maturation of a new 
type of civilization development. hence 
the undisputed growing importance of 
escalated global issues, including energy 
and ecological, demographic, etc. hence 
increased attention to different aspects of 
a mixed economy, variative forms of its 
government regulation, as well as to the 
development prospects of a global civiliza-
tion in the 21st century. This is what was 
discussed at the 4th international Civiliza-
tion Forum in shanghai in partnership 
with representatives from China, russia 
and Kazakhstan.

it should not be underestimated the im-
portance of contradictions accumulating 
in the course of social transformation in 
today’s transitional settings. After all, the 
innovative nature of information technol-
ogy manifests itself irregularly. it should 
be kept in mind that the reality often looks 
different than the theoretical schemes. de-
spite the broadcasting declarations about 
“new modernization” and attempts to do 
imitations of innovations from the “top”, 
so far as we know, the situation in the ac-
tual production leaves much to be desired. 
This is especially noticeable in the system-
ic crisis of neoliberal capitalism.

in the 21st century the world has faced 
a number of major new challenges, includ-
ing environmental, economic, and demo-
graphic areas. First of all, it is disturbing 
developments in the relationships be-
tween the global community and the en-
vironment. A series of new major natural 
and technogenic disasters and their dev-
astating consequences for the inhabitants 
of many countries in the Asia-Pacific and 
other regions, the growing concern of peo-

ple in different countries due to adverse 
changes in climate and generally worsen-
ing environmental and energy problems 
triggered broad international and nation-
al debates. The issues of relation of tradi-
tional and alternative energy sources, in 
particular, the role and prospects of build-
ing new nuclear power plants, etc. have 
turned out in the epicenter of attention.

in the academic circles of some coun-
tries it is intensified the debates about the 
interaction (convergence) of the processes 
in the three main components of the noo-
sphere: in the biosphere, technosphere 
and society. in our time, it has become 
more acute the effects of demographic 
and food crises, which primarily affects 
the poor, the disadvantaged. it tells signif-
icantly the imbalances in the world econ-
omy and politics. The contradictions be-
tween different — old and new — “power 
centers” are aggravating in international 
relations. The gap between the countries 
of the “golden billion” and the poorer na-
tions of the developing world is not being 
eliminated. For example, in some Arab 
east the poverty and rights deprivation of 
large masses of the destitute population 
have created the conditions for major so-
cial unrests in 2011, for the emergence of 
new hotbeds of instability there.

hence the relevance of long-range 
problems associated with the struggle for 
the transition to a more sustainable path 
of global development.

A number of scientific studies and con-
ferences are dedicated to the development 
of the issues associated with this para-
digm. Among them — the interdisciplin-
ary symposia (held by the russian Acad-
emy of science, russian Academy of Natu-
ral sciences and the dubna international 
university for Nature, society and Man), 
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as well as the works of series “strategies 
for sustainable development”, the books 
of rANs Academicians yu. Kuznetsov. 
A. ursula. Professor yu. yakovets and rAs 
corresponding member b. Kuzyk have ad-
dressed these problems in the context of 
the analysis of general trends of the global 
energy and environmental revolution of 
the 21st century. in turn, the specialists 
in international law have become more 
involved in the complex issues of partner-
ship of civilizations and its impact on in-
ternational relations. in this regard we can 
mention, for example, works of scientists 
of the institute of europe rAs: “russia in 
the diversity of Civilizations.” (under the 
editorship of N. shmelev, T. Timofeev, 
v. Fedorov. M., “ves Mir”, 2011), “Civili-
zation and National issues in the Crisis” 
(Almanac “Forum 2009”. editor in Chief. 
T. Timofeev, M. 2009). it engages attention 
the reports issued under the auspices of 
the World Public Forum “dialogue of Civi-
lizations” as well as reports on these and 
related topics at the “likhachev readings” 
regularly held in st. Petersburg,

* * *
Major changes in the world in the 21st 

century confirm the prediction of an im-
minent increase in this century the role 
of non-Western civilizations, including 
the growing influence of China, india, 
the Muslim world made more than half a 
century ago by the classics of civiliography 
(Arnold Toynbee, and others)

stating as an indisputable fact the in-
crease of “ecologization” of social life, 
many of today’s political and government 
leaders in europe and other regions of 
the world call for a radical review of ap-
proaches to modern civilization priorities. 
“Change Civilization” is, for example, pub-

lished in 2011 in Paris, a collective work 
of a group of eminent scholars and public 
figures from european countries (edited 
and with a foreword by M. Aubry). The 
authors of this book say, inter alia, that 
the main priorities of the new civiliza-
tion must lie in the plane of strengthing 
of the so-called “Ecological Conversion”. its 
managing editor, a prominent activist of 
the socialist Party of France, Martine Au-
bry stresses in this regard: “We are chang-
ing civilization… environmental shocks 
require a substantial revision of attitudes 
towards protecting our planet… it is time 
to end the backlog of abuses in the world, 
with insolence of elites spoilt with good 
food, as well — with the dead-end of the 
world environmental regulation.” (From 
the introductory article by M Aubry. “The 
Future of Our ideas.” pp. 2 – 3)1.

The article-appeal of Thomas Friedman 
published not long ago in the u. s. is also 
symptomatic: “Three bombs for human-
ity.” he states that modern humanity 
“lives under the threat of three bombs, 
each of which can explode at any mo-
ment and change our lives radically and 
forever. First — this is a nuclear threat… 
Another “bomb”, which is guaranteed to 
destroy humanity — the concentration of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. it 
has reached unprecedented levels, and no 
one knows which molecule of carbon diox-
ide will be the last and will cause a huge 
natural disaster. There are many options 
of disasters: the permafrost may melt in 
siberia (which, incidentally, would lead 
to getting huge amounts of methane into 
the atmosphere), all the ice can melt at the 
North Pole, the Amazon can dry up. The 
destruction of one ecosystem will have un-
predictable consequences for others and 
our world will change radically. The same 



42 theoretiCal Problems of PartnershiP of Civilizations

situation is with the third “bomb” — u. s. 
government debt. To recover from the cri-
sis, we had even deeper got into debt. Just 
look at the record high prices for gold (and 
this is a period of deflation), to understand 
that the next dollar of debt (which could 
be reduced by spending cuts or new tax 
revenues) may lead to a catastrophic drop 
in exchange rate of national currency. The 
falling dollar will force us to raise interest 
rates, thereby increasing long-term costs, 
the projected deficit and, in turn, further 
weaken the currency. As is the case with 
climate, a vicious circle. unfortunately, too 
many conservatives who would never have 
allowed the collapse of the dollar, careless 
talk about atmosphere: “enjoy polluting. 
do not worry. Global warming is a fairy 
tale.” At the same time, many liberals who 
would never have allowed contamination 
of the atmosphere with too much carbon 
dioxide say about the debts of the state: 
“Continue to spend. We have where to be in 
all glory before we risk the dollar.” because 
of this disagreement, our Government has 
failed to enact laws that would protect us 
from these “bombs”: debt and climate. in 
fact, we leave the fate of our children in the 
hands of two of the most ruthless forces on 
the planet: market and natural.”

* * *
The multiplicity of civilizations, the un-

evenness of their development gives rise 
to several questions. Among them are:

— What civilizations are among ma-
jor, major, prime, more influential, and 
which belong to the “peripheral” (and 
weaker, less promising)?

— Are they really equal or unequal?
— The extent to which the principles 

of justice are also possible within the 
communities of civilizations, and in their 

relationships and in solving global prob-
lems — at the various stages of the world 
order?

This is reflected today in the different 
approaches to global issues of war and 
peace, poverty and inequality, migration, 
assessment of old and new socio-economic 
and other antagonisms, often creating a 
breeding ground for manifestations of ex-
tremism, international terrorism, various 
forms of instability, their consequences, 
etc2.

in modern historisophia it is increas-
ingly being discussed the thesis of the in-
creasing level of so-called “Civilizational 
Crisis Gene Factors” in the 20-21st centu-
ries, about the need for joint action to re-
duce it3.

Among the problems that deserve our 
attention are also, of course, those that 
are associated with the search for more ef-
fective, well thought-out long-term strat-
egy to search for adequate civilizational 
responses to new global challenges of our 
time. These include issues such as, for ex-
ample, the need for a genuine (and not 
just declared) modernization of society, to 
improve or change its model of economic, 
scientific, technological and social prog-
ress. A real convergence, rather than sepa-
ration of peoples, their cultures, gradual 
convergence and mutual use of their best 
achievements, strengthening the interac-
tion of their contributions to world civi-
lization4 could give a lot of useful in this 
regard.

Manifestations of dangerous turbulence 
in nature and society require seemingly in-
creasing the level of tolerance and mutual 
understanding, solidarity and cooperation 
among people, nations and civilizations. 
Meanwhile, it often grows a distrust, dis-
unity, and anger. National and ethnic and 
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social relations are deteriorating; according 
to some politicians, the crisis of traditional 
systems of multiculturalism is increasing. 
New large-scale actions of the masses in 
egypt, Tunisia, bahrain, Algeria, libya and 
other Arab countries caused wide interna-
tional attention. They gave — among oth-
ers — an additional impulse to the com-
parative analysis (including comparison of 
their lessons) with other nations.

under these conditions, searches for 
alternative ways to change the situation 
or, at least, to respond adequately to these 
challenges become more intense. is it pos-
sible to find solutions of the problems 
arisen? Most likely — yes. but for this, it is 
apparently not enough a simple statement 
about the aggravation of socio-economic 
and political problems. it is also need-
ed science-based projections. Measures 
are required to develop real interethnic 
and inter-civilizational partnership, to 
strengthen constructive cooperation be-
tween people, cultures and civilizations. 
but this requires good will, determina-
tion and ability in practice to achieve sus-
tainable development goals in the name 
of enhancing security and growing pros-
perity of the masses. Measures to review 
the models and updating of programs for 
a long-term socio-economic progress in 
the coming years could contribute to the 
achievement of these goals in many ways.

Origins, scope and other civilizational 
and crisis phenomena, their shape, effects 
in various periods and their influence on 
public opinion and mass behavior can vary 
in time and space. in different historical 
periods, they had a mixed impact on the 
scientific and technological progress in the 
development of socio-economic, ideologi-
cal, and political processes. by studying the 
typology of systemic crises, including the 

features of the latest on the periphery, in 
the centers and in semi-peripheral regions 
of the world capitalism, it can not be ap-
parently ignored the specifics of the state 
of objective and subjective factors, their 
relations, while taking into account the 
features of civilization and other develop-
ment in this period. Thus, the civilizational 
“crisis gene factors” and the effectiveness 
of countermeasures (including the level of 
the real processes of “democratization,” 
or, conversely, the “de-democratization” 
in different areas) is also necessary to take 
into account in our research.

it is no coincidence that in the scientif-
ic literature and opinion journalism of the 
recent years there are a variety of interpre-
tations of the problems of systemic crises, 
their causes, characteristics and potential 
consequences.

One group of authors considers these 
problems mainly from the perspective of 
the crises of global monopolism and study-
ing into the necessary shifts in the global 
economy.

Other has paid and pays much more 
focus on the specific aspects of civiliza-
tional crisis, as a rule, of a planetary scale, 
and the prerequisites of becoming a new 
global civilization.

The third still gives the priority to the 
processes that reflects changes in public 
consciousness, “the fall of the spirit” of 
various classes of capitalist society, espe-
cially in the face of severe systemic crises.

i must say that in recent years it has 
noticeably intensified public debate on a 
number of the key issues that affect cur-
rent and future problems of civilizational 
development, the impact of the “crisis of 
control”, which manifests itself in differ-
ent ways. in this case, the question is often 
about the identification of actual (and not 
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only the declared) relation between de-
sired integration processes and dynamics 
of the ethno-national relations, etc that 
are clearly exacerbated in many cases. On 
the one hand, there is a massive increase 
in mass contacts between people of differ-
ent nationalities, religions, civilizational 
communities (this is typical for a global-
izing world, the era of intensifying inter-
civilizational links and interactions). On 
the other hand, there is increasing intol-
erant, even xenophobic attitudes and new 
outbreaks of violence, obvious elements 
of instability in societies of various types.

These phenomena can not today but 
attract the attention of those who analyze 
different aspects of civilizational subjects, 
in particular, examine the evolution of 
civilization concepts and aims to compare 
the corresponding general theories with 
socio-economic, socio-political and ideo-
logical practices.

it would be appropriate in this context 
to clarify the interpretation of some as-
pects of the theory and practice relating 
among other things to:

— the evolution of multiculturalism 
(theory and practice, the origins of the 
current crisis of multiculturalism and its 
manifestations in different regions);

— Types of modernization, illusions 
and reality (taking into account national 
distinctions and civilizational guides);

— Problems and forms of instability;
— difficulties of self-identification of 

some civilizational communities in differ-
ent regions.

A considerable interest is the exchange 
of views on such subjects as: the identifica-
tion of social and other roots of the above 
phenomena, the consequences of the rush 
“revision” of the lessons of the past (the 
problem of perception — in the words of 

Philosopher Kantor — “Forgiven” violence 
of the fascist type), the study of the role of 
various socio-political movements and or-
ganizations.

it is of great importance a correct as-
sessment of basic foundations and the 
main landmarks of civilizational prog-
ress in the 21st century, observance of the 
balance between public policy and free-
doms, the rights of people. These issues 
are addressed in more detail in the new 
researches into the crisis and its impact 
on income distribution, exacerbating the 
deficit of democracy.

Thus, system structural crises are of 
a complex nature. They manifest them-
selves quite clearly not only in the eco-
nomic field but also in political, ideologi-
cal, socio-psychological and other areas.

They lead to new growth of imbal-
ances and contradictions, to the division 
of interests between different sections of 
the population: strengthening the feeling 
of instability, unsteadiness, fear of the 
future, as indicated by the direction of 
the shifts in mass consciousness. For ex-
ample, there are clear changes in termi-
nology and language used at conferences 
and symposia, which take place through 
NATO. Whereas before, say, a few years 
ago, in some reports and publications, it 
was mostly about “the risks of instability,” 
now in the West they increasingly write 
and speak about the “epoch, an era of 
instability” and the consequences of this 
phenomenon in various fields, including 
political, financial, intellectual, and psy-
chological instability5.

* * *
The new configuration of geopolitical 

and economic forces in the 21st century 
markedly exacerbates the global debate 
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on the criteria for the successful develop-
ment of civilizations. As far back as in the 
middle of the last century, Arnold Toyn-
bee wrote prophetically of impending 
activation and enhancing the role of non-
Western civilizations in the world, includ-
ing China, india and russia.

Today, many of these predictions come 
true. And it makes a number of authors 
to make certain adjustments to its previ-
ous conclusions, which suffered from the 
underestimation of the potential and real 
possibilities of, say, Chinese, islamic and 
other civilizations.

but the more apparent successes of 
China and other non-Western civiliza-
tions, the more insistent the opponents 
are in distorting the truth in order to play 
down their actual achievements and re-
duce their impact.

The world progress can be made on 
how to improve the understanding and 
use of the achievements of all civiliza-
tions. We must resolutely reject — after 
Toynbee and his followers — the idea of   
promising “exclusivity” of the only one 
for example Western civilization that be-
littles the international role of other, in-
cluding Chinese, russian, islamic, latin 
American civilizations. Meanwhile, the 
thesis of their “hopeless”, is still promoted 
by some political scientists, in particular, 
some authors who are conceptually close 
to the “Carnegie Foundation”6. such views 
were strongly criticized in a number of 
works of domestic and foreign civiliogra-
phy scientists7.

it should be noted that the later de-
velopments in the international arena, in 
principle, confirm the validity of the find-
ings.

The uneven development of civiliza-
tions, their very multiplicity and mosaic 

inevitably gives rise to new problems that 
appear in the main spheres of social life. 
To what extent are equal or unequal these 
or those civilizational communities so 
far?

Thus, in the world economy a ques-
tion on change of leaders in international 
economic, financial and trade relations 
attracts again and again The emergence 
and use of the term “chimerican economy” 
(“Chinese-American economy”) already 
speaks about the dramatically increased 
role of China. it is also hard to dispute 
global political implications of this phe-
nomenon.

Noticeably activated for some time 
now debates about the relationship of 
mutually influencing sino-us and sino-
european relations, about the importance 
of concluding some triple alliance (“G-3 
world)” between them are typical. re-
ferring to this very trending topic, well-
known international relations experts 
writers Parag Khanna and Mark leonard 
write: “in reality we live in a world that 
blends American military power and con-
sumption, the Chinese capital and cheap 
labor force, and european regulations and 
technology. These are three major interna-
tional actors — the united states, europe-
an union and China — together represent 
about 60 % of the global economy. More-
over, the threefold relationship between 
them has a decisive influence on the rest 
of the world. everyone knows about the 
intensity of transatlantic economic, hu-
man relations, contacts in the field of 
security and the increased role of the 
“Chinese-American economy.” it would 
be wrong to underestimate the fact that 
China-eu relations in many respects are as 
tight as the us-Chinese relations.” in such 
a big triple alliance the authors would like 
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to see some help in improving the “han-
dling” of the world8, and in particular, in 
search of answers to the challenges that 
are generated by the crisis processes in the 
21st century.

i would like to emphasize the moral-
political and spiritual, ideological aspect 
of this problematics.

it is hardly reasonable and acceptable 
to all recent attempts to revise the gener-
ally accepted norms and standards of civi-
lization intensified in some places. The 
revision, in one way or another, of science-
based criteria for viability of civilizations 
and their dynamics is undertaken for dif-
ferent reasons and in different forms. One 
of these may be considered a phenomenon 
called “values revolution” and the associ-
ated change in ideas about how to achieve 
stability, freedom and justice. in this re-
gard, it is typical the concepts and ideas 
of such authors as James hong, r. Falk, 
r. Cox, Francis Fukuyama and others9.

The aggravation of global crises in re-
source and energy, environmental, eco-
nomic, anthropological and other fields 
requires some clarification of values in 
the context of transition to a new type of 
civilizational development10. Therefore, 
studying the evolution of the phases of 
social development one can not be con-
fined to an analysis of how organized, say, 
only the economic life of socium. it must 
be taken into account the basic values of 
different civilization communities, the 
evolution of their social, cultural, spiritual 
traditions and aspects. in this connection 
we can refer in particular to the works of 
such authors as N. Moisseyev, im. Waller-
stein, Prof. zhang shaohua11, etc. One of 
the most important conclusions of Toyn-
bee, which was formulated in the 70s of 
the 20th century shortly before his death, 

reads: “… At present we are witnessing 
the birth of the common, global civiliza-
tion…. now spiritually being enriched by 
contributions from all historical regions 
of civilizations12.”

under present conditions there are 
some new accents in the approaches to 
issues and prospects of relations between 
civilizations. On the one hand, it signifi-
cantly enhances the scientific, technical, 
economic, spiritual, etc. interaction be-
tween societies, nations and civilizations. 
A desire to promote and accelerate the 
global civilizational ties manifests itself 
all the more clearly. in some countries 
it begins taking shape and to operate an 
increasingly active wide social movement 
setting the goal to accelerate the establish-
ment of a global civilizational community. 
On the other hand, one cannot but see the 
obstacles and difficulties arising here.

They are soundly written about by, for 
example, Nobel laureate in economics 
Joseph stiglitz, ulrich beck, W. bledsoe, 
s. Amin, dr. sc. A. Galkin, v. Popov, and 
several other scientists. Contradictory 
and uneven nature of globalization being 
implemented by neo-liberal scenario, its 
asymmetric consequences tell ambigu-
ously on the situation of particular social 
groups and unequally treated by different 
segments of the population.

under these conditions differences 
and disputes relating to estimates of the 
impact of current globalization on civili-
zational issues are increasing. Attention 
was paid to these issues, in particular, at 
the joint meetings of sKii and the interna-
tional society for the Comparative study 
of Civilizations. leading representatives of 
the latter (s. ito, W. bledsoe, M. Melko), as 
well as a number of italian, russian and 
other researchers, did not support the hy-
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pothesis on the inevitable cultural-civili-
zation “leveling out” of humanity under 
modern globalization. however, many 
have expressed opposition to the automa-
tism of receiving the theses of those who 
interpret the concept of the “clash of civi-
lizations” mechanistically (in the spirit of 
samuel huntington and his adherents). At 
the same time, the ideas of those authors 
who, like the honorary president of the 
“international society for the Compara-
tive study of Civilizations” s. ito call for 
greater attention to the study of various 
forms of inter-civilizational interactions 
find a growing support. Then they pro-
ceed from a real possibility under certain 
conditions, to achieve major shifts in the 
positive cooperation of civilizations in the 
21st century13. The question is about the 
full support through joint efforts for the 
development of “civilization of dialogue.” 
it is emphasized that globalization should 
not eliminate, but rather match the tra-
jectories of progress of different civiliza-
tions, prevent the artificial imposition of 
one model of development or one culture 
to the detriment of other.

strengthening of inter-civilizational 
interactions and inter-state cooperation 
in a number of areas of innovative devel-
opment may play a large role in it. in this 
context, many authors discuss topical is-
sues of development of dialogue among 
cultures and civilizations. The growth of 
interest in these issues is understandable. 
but along with the consideration of posi-
tive phenomena in this area one cannot 
but see a number of difficulties, obstacles 
which hinder more effective expansion of 
useful contacts.

in this case there may manifest con-
tradictory tendencies. On the one hand, 
in most countries it has increased sig-

nificantly and continues to increase con-
fidence in the reality of the goals formu-
lated by supporters of mutually beneficial 
contacts. relations between civilizations 
can rise to a new level that in the transi-
tion to a multipolar world turns dialogue 
of civilizations into a real “semantic field” 
of international economic, political, social 
and cultural relations14. in this regard, it 
is difficult to overestimate the importance 
of spiritual factors in the progress of inter-
civilizational interactions. This is the sub-
ject, for example, of an interesting book 
by Professor v. Tropin of the Moscow state 
university “search for the spiritual silk 
road. daisaku ikeda through eyes of rus-
sia,” recently published (in Japan and rus-
sia). Much attention is paid there to the 
spiritual evolution of humanity and the 
development of international cooperation 
of russian intellectuals with an outstand-
ing thinker and the influential buddhist 
leader of the land of the rising sun15.

however, it should be noted that it still 
remains the poly-variance in understand-
ing of inter-civilizational problematics. 
some people tend to downplay the signifi-
cance of the civilizational approach to the 
analysis of world-historical processes in 
both retrospective and prospective plan.

similar trends can be manifested in 
an underestimation of the role of global 
economic interdependence in creating 
the conditions for partnership of civiliza-
tions. Meanwhile, we cannot but see that 
serious prospects open for new strategies 
of development.

it is not coincidence that today a num-
ber of researchers, along with an analysis 
of the evolution of theoretical construc-
tion and ideas of dialogue among civili-
zations pay increasing attention to the 
practical aspects of their application, i.e. 
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opportunities of their implementation. As 
some of them believe “a desire itself for 
dialogue and even proclamation of some 
of the principles of dialogue does not yet 
guarantee the efficiency or availability of 
the dialogue, which requires a delicate bal-
ance of theoretical knowledge and practi-
cal skills16.” The terms of the successful 
implementation of dialogues among civi-
lizations include, of course, expanding 
their range and their continuation in vari-
ous forms.

As a result, a collection of positive sto-
ries pertaining to intercultural exchange 
and dialogue among civilizations grows. 
The number of different initiatives mul-
tiplies; some of them were reflected in 
a number of authoritative intergovern-
mental organizations (uN, uNesCO, etc.) 
as well as in the activities of international 
non-governmental movements. One of 
them is the World Public Forum “dia-
logue of Civilizations.” his leadership is 
convinced that in our rapidly changing 
world “an urgent need to establish the in-
stitutes for permanent dialogue of social 
forces of the world's major civilizations 
has arisen. in the open and accessible to 
all discussions these institutions could 
legitimately formulate the basic value cri-
teria for interaction of the international 
community17.”

The searches for adequate responses to 
the global challenges of the 21st century 
require today greater efforts to enhance 
dialogue among civilizations18. such ef-
forts can be effective if they develop — in 
the present and future — both in the field 
of international relations, and with the ac-
tive support and participation of a broad 
coalition of social forces in this noble 
work. These are scientists who are set-
ting a new level of communication of the 

scientific community with a constructive 
and creative policies should make a con-
tribution to this work.

it is known that in modern social sci-
ence more and more focus has begun to be 
made on the theories of alternatives and, 
consequently, the problems of choice. in 
this regard, the discussion around ideas 
and concepts of socio-historical “synthe-
sis”, variant forms of “mixed economy”, 
the fates of these or those social teach-
ings are noticeably revived. undoubtedly, 
under the present conditions interest has 
increased in diverse aspects of the neo-
Keynesian theory and the role of “diri-
gisme” — government influence on eco-
nomic processes.

how long will people from different 
countries be tolerant of the fact that the 
crisis processes and their effects aggravate 
the economic and socio-political instabil-
ity, or the current world is doomed to a 
“strategic instability” in the 21st century? 
Would it have been better to actively seek 
effective ways to sustainable develop-
ment? This is not least dependent on the 
action and sound policy of the states, on 
the expansion of productive dialogue and 
partnership among civilizations.
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Geopolitical potential assessment 
of modern civilizations

A 
pproaching a problem of potential assessment of civiliza-
tions, the authors proceed from an integral theory of civili-

zations1 that differentiates 12 modern civilizations, whose mem-
bers and boundaries are defined by the sets of existing states.

This approach enabled to use the estimates of an integral 
power indicator (iPi) of individual countries that were received 
previously2.

The authors are well aware of the fact that a civilization poten-
tial cannot be assessed by a simple addition of the components 
that form it and that’s why they selected three factors whose 
combination, in their view, enables to cover to the fullest extent 
cumulative potential of civilizations, these are:

1. The highest iPi value for a country of this civilization;
2. Mean iPi value for countries of this civilization;
3. harmonicity of interstate relations within a civilization.
The first factor is introduced to identify the role of a state 

that is a leader of a civilization. in addition the authors took into 
consideration that within Western european civilization there is 
a number of leading states (Germany, France, Great britain) with 
comparable integral power indicator values.



52 theoretiCal Problems of PartnershiP of Civilizations

The second weighted average value of 
integral power indicator for states that 
make up civilizations, is self-explanato-
ry.

The third factor is intended to as-
sess a state of interrelations of countries 
within civilizations. And not only their 
drive toward cooperation or a degree of 
tension in relationships (hostility) is tak-
en into account but also the differences 
between countries in terms of integral 
power values of states. it enables to keep 
more thoroughly track of their duel-type 
comparisons in general assessment of 
harmony of interrelations within a civi-
lization.

drive toward cooperation or hostility 
as such were determined according to five 
categories of possible interrelations be-
tween states:

1. Allies — these are as a rule the states 
that are united not only within trade and 
economic unions but also maintain close 
political and military cooperation or 
are members of military alliances or en-
ter into bilateral or multilateral security 
agreements.

2. Partners are states that cooperate 
intensively, particularly in the area of eco-
nomic activity, but are less bound by mili-
tary and political obligations than allies. 
On the whole the level of their coopera-
tion is lower that that of allies.

3. Neutrals are states in whose relations 
there are both positives and negatives. On 
the whole this level represents either a de-
gree of relative indifference in interstate 
relations or a transition between hostility 
and cooperation or vice versa.

4. Competitors are states with a firm 
stance of acute competition in trade and 
economic and / or military and political 
spheres.

5. enemies are states whose relations 
are characterized by an outright confron-
tation.

To determine the contribution of each 
of three factors (the highest and mean 
iPi values, harmonicity of relations), they 
were assigned the corresponding ranks (1, 
3 and 2 respectively), which, according to 
Fishbern fraction method, enabled to cal-
culate their significance coefficients (Ki) 
on the basis of formula 1:

, i = 1, N, (1)

where:
Ki is a weight significance coefficient of 

i factors,
Vi is a significance rank of i factor de-

termined by an expert
N — total of factors

Overall assessment of a civilization po-
tential is derived according to formula 2:

, (2)

where:
l is a number of estimated individual 

parameters;
Ki is a significance coefficient of an indi-

vidual parameter in general assessment;
Zi is an individual parameter value in 

points
Pц is a design value of a civilization po-

tential.
We received the following significance 

coefficient values:
highest iPi value for a country of a • 

civilization — 0,5;
mean iPi value for countries of a civi-• 

lization — 0,17;
harmonicity of interstate relations • 

within a civilization — 0,33.



PartnershiP of Civilizations №1/2012     53

№ Countries

au
str

ia
Be

lg
ium

Gr
ea

t B
rit

ain
Ge

rm
an

y
Gr

ee
ce

de
nm

ar
k

ire
lan

d
Sp

ain
ita

ly
Cy

pr
us

lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g

M
alt

a
th

e N
et

he
rla

nd
s  

No
rw

ay
Po

rtu
ga

l
Fin

lan
d

Fr
an

ce
Sw

ed
en

Sw
itz

er
lan

d
isr

ae
l

iPi 2,7
6

2,3
3

5,3
4

5,5
1

2,3
9

1,7
0

1,7
2

3,5
1

4,0
4

1,2
7

1,4
8

1,4
8

2,4
5

2,8
1

2,3
2

2,4
4

5,4
4

3,0
1

2,9
1

3,2
8

1 austria 2,76 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a P P

2 Belgium 2,33 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a P P

3 Great Britain 5,34 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a P P

4 Germany 5,51 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a P P

5 Greece 2,39 a a a a a a a a a a a a a P P

6 denmark 1,70 a a a a a a a a a a a a P P

7 ireland 1,72 a a a a a a a a a a a P P

8 Spain 3,51 a a a a a a a a a a P P

9 italy 4,03 a a a a a a a a a P P

10 Cyprus 1,27 a a a a a a a a P P

11 luxembourg 1,48 a a a a a a a P P

12 Malta 1,48 a a a a a a P P

13 Netherlands 2,45 a a a a a P P

14 Norway 2,64 a a a a P P

15 Portugal 2,32 a a a P P

16 Finland 2,44 a a P P

17 France 5,44 a P P

18 Sweden 3,01 P P

19 Switzerland 2,91 P

20 israel 3,28

Figure 1. Assessment of harmonicity of interrelations within Western European civilization

harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization =  6,3.  
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)
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On the basis of the parameters given 
above each of 12 civilizations was assessed 
and compared.

in Western European civilization (Fig.1) 
Germany has the highest iPi value (5.5 
points, the 4th place among civilizations). 
Mean iPi value — 2.9 points (the 5th place) 
and harmonicity of interrelations amounts 
to 6.3 points (the 4th place). General poten-
tial assessment — 5.4 points and the 5th 
place (Fig.2).

in Eastern European civilization (Fig.3) 
Poland has the highest iPi value of 2.8 
points (the 12th place among civilizations), 
mean iPi value — 1.7 points (the 12th place). 
harmonicity of interrelations within the 
civilization — 5.3 points (the 6th place). 
General assessment — 3.5 points, the 9th 
place in the rating of 12 civilizations.

it is fair to say that the expansion of the 
european union causes a gradual merging 
of Western european and eastern europe-
an civilizations, and their aggregate esti-
mate at the end of this process is expected 
to be higher.

in Eurasian civilization (Fig.4) russia 
the highest iPi value — 5.8 points (the 3rd 
place among civilizations), mean iPi value 
for countries of this civilization — 2.3 
points (the 8th place). harmonicity of inter-
relations within the civilization amounts 
to 1.7 points (the 11th place). Only African 
civilization has a worse result for this fac-
tor. General assessment of the civilization 
potential — 3.9 points (the 6th place).

h American civilization includes only 
two states (Fig.5), but the usA has the 
highest iPi value among all countries of 
the world — 8.3 points. Overall average 
for the usA and Canada amounts to 6.1 
points, and it is also the best result among 
all civilizations. by harmonicity of inter-
state relations North American civilization 

gives way only to monostate civilizations 
(indian and Japan), its result is 7.8 points 
(the 3rd place). Geopolitical power of North 
American civilization is equal to 7.8 points 
(the 1st place).

in Latin American civilization (Fig.6) 
brazil is characterized by the highest iPi 
value — 4.64 points (the 7th place), mean 
iPi value for countries of the civilization 
amounts to 2.6 points (the 6th place), har-
monicity of interrelations — to 2.6 points 
(the 9th place). Geopolitical power is esti-
mated up to 3.6 points (the 8th place).

Oceanic civilization (Fig.7) includes 
three countries, the largest one is Austra-
lia (iPi value is 3.6 points, the 9th place), 
mean iPi for countries of this civilization 
is 2.6 points (the 7th place), harmonicity of 
interrelations — 4.6 points (the 7th place). 
General assessment of geopolitical power 
is equal to 3.8 points (the 7th place).

Japan civilization (see Fig.2) is a monos-
tate one, and this fact predetermines coin-
cidence of the highest and mean iPi values 
at the level of 4.7 points (the 6th and the 
3rd places respectively), maximum value 
of harmonicity of relations, that is 10 
points (the 1st place). General assessment 
of geopolitical power — 6.4 points (the 3rd 
place).

in Chinese civilization (Fig.8) the high-
est iPi value of China amounts to 7 points 
(the 2nd place), mean iPi value is 4.2 points 
(the 4th place), harmonicity of relations is 
estimated up to 6.2 points (the 5th place). 
General assessment of geopolitical power 
is 6.2 points (the 4th place).

Indian civilization (see Fig.2) as well as 
Japan one takes advantage of its monos-
tate structure to the uttermost. The high-
est and mean iPi values are at the level 
of 5.3 points (the 5th and the 2nd places 
respectively), harmonicity of relations is 
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Factor rank Significance coefiicient 
The highest iPi value for a country of this civilization 1 0,50
Mean iPi value for countries of this civilization 3 0,17
harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization 2 0,33

№ Civilizations
The highest iPi value 
for a country of this 
civilization

Mean iPi value for  
countries of this 
civilization

harmonicity of  
interstate relations  
within the civilization

Geopolitical power 
of the civilization

Points rank Points rank Points rank Points rank
1 Western european 5,5 4 2,9 5    6,3 4 5,4 5
2 eastern european 2,8 12 1,7 12    5,3 6 3,5 9
3 eurasian 5,8 3 2,3 8    1,7 11 3,9 6
4 North american 8,3 1 6,1 1    7,8 3 7,8 1
5 latin american 4,6 7 2,6 6    2,6 9 3,6 8
6 oceanic 3,6 9 2,6 7    4,6 7 3,8 7
7 Japan 4,7 6 4,7 3 10,0 1 6,4 3
8 Chinese 7,0 2 4,2 4    6,2 5 6,2 4
9 indian 5,3 5 5,3 2 10,0 1 6,9 2
10 Buddhist 3,1 11 2,0 11    2,4 10 2,7 11
11 islamic 3,8 8 2,2 9    2,8 8 3,2 10
12 african 3,3 10 2,0 10    1,0 12 2,3 12

Figure 2. Geopolitical power assessment of civilizations
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5 Poland 2,80 a P a a a a a
6 romania 2,37 P a a a a a
7 Serbia 1,54 P P P P P
8 Slovakia 1,40 a a a a
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11 Czech republic 2,17 a
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harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization =  5,3.  
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)

Figure 3. Assessment of harmonicity of interrelations within Eastern European civilization
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harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization = 1,7.
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)

Figure 4. Assessment of harmonicity of interrelations within Eurasian civilization

№ Countries USa Canada
iPi 8,33 3,84

1 USa 8,33 a
2 Canada 3,84

harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization = 7,8.
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)

Figure 5. Assessment of harmonicity of interrelations within North American civilization

equal to 10 points (the 1st place). General 
assessment of geopolitical power is 6.9 
points (the 2nd place).

in Buddhist civilization (Fig.9) south Ko-
rea is characterized by the highest iPi val-
ue — 3.1 points (the 11th place), mean iPi 
value is equal to 2 points (the 11th place), 
harmonicity of relations is estimated as 
2.4 points (the 10th place). General assess-
ment of geopolitical power is 2.7 points 
(the 11th place).

in Islamic civilization (Fig.10) iran has 
the highest iPi — 3.8 points (the 8th place), 
mean iPi value for countries of the civili-
zation is equal to 2.2 points (the 9th place), 
harmonicity of relations is 2.8 points (the 
8th place). in addition it is noteworthy 
that there are tensions in relationships 
within islamic civilization space in the 
line of “shiite” and “sunnite” branches of 
islam that are characterized by consider-
able difference in geopolitic ambitions, 
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№ Countries australia New Zealand Philippines

iPi 3,59 2,26 1,84

1 australia 3,59 a P

2 New Zealand 2,26 P

3 Philippines 1,84

harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization = 4,6.
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)

Figure 7. Assessment of harmonicity of relations within Oceanic civilization

Figure 8. Assessment of harmonicity of relations within Chinese civilization

harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization =  6,2.
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)
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2 Singapore 1,44
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harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization = 2,6.
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)

Figure 6. Assessment of harmonicity of relations within Latin American civilization
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1 Burma 1,69 P N N N P P
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harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization = 2,4.
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)

Figure 9. Assessment of harmonicity of relations within Buddhist civilization

state structure and public life. Geopoliti-
cal power is estimated at the level of 3.2 
points (the 10th place).

in African civilization (Fig.11) republic 
of south Africa has the highest iPi value, 
which is equal to 3.3 points (the 10th place), 
mean iPi value is equal to 2 points (the 10th 
place), harmonicity of relations — 1 point 
(the 12th place). Geopolitical power is es-
timated at the level of 2.3 points (the 12th 
place). On the whole African civilization 
is characterized by the highest disunity 
among all civilizations. There exist rel-
evant cultural, and first of all language, 
differences between former colonies of 
France, england, Portugal and so on and 
so forth, which allow us consider a civili-
zation union of African countries as quite 
amorphic.

Thus, after considering geopolitical 
power of modern civilizations represent-
ed by their largest parts, we can conclude 
that civilizations with a monostate struc-
ture (indian, Japan ones), or those that 

include 2 – 3 countries (North American, 
Chinese, Oceanic ones) show the greatest 
geopolitical power and stability. in addi-
tion we expect that a titular nation, civi-
lization or a leading country has a higher 
integral power indicator value, in terms 
of both quotations and the civilization on 
the whole.

Only Western european and eurasian 
civilizations (20 and 12 countries respec-
tively) represent plenty of competition to 
“monocivilizations” in a general rating.

And Western european civilization, 
unlike all other civilizations, is charac-
terized by a lack of one strongly marked 
leader. What is more, in the short term we 
can expect a gradual absorption of eastern 
european civilization into Western euro-
pean one. They are already united institu-
tionally within european union and partly 
NATO.

in the longer term we can expect en-
largement through gradual absorption 
of North American civilization into latin 
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harmonicity of interstate relations within the civilization = 2,8.
legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)
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4 indonesia 3,40 P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

5 Jordan 1,39 P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

6 iraq 1,89 P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

7 iran 3,80 P C N P C P a C N P C P P P P

8 Yemen 1,55 P P P P P P P P P P P P P P
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10 lebanon 1,33 P P P P P P P P P P P P
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15 Saudi arabia 3,48 P P P e P P P

16 Turkey 3,41 P P N P P P

17 algeria 2,24 P P P P P

18 egypt 3,40 N P P P

19 libya 2,01 P P P

20 Morocco 1,59 P P

21 Sudan 1,55 P

22 Tunisia 1,29

Figure 10. Assessment of harmonicity of relations within Islamic civilization.
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legend keys: a — ally, P — partner,  N — neutral, C — competitor, e — adversary (enemy)

Figure 11. Assessment of harmonicity of relations within African civilization.

American one, and also, probably, through 
increase of influence of Chinese civiliza-
tion on buddhist one.

African civilization still searches for 
common identity.

eurasian civilization, despite the fact 
that fairly recently, on a historic scale, it 
could be considered as a “monociviliza-
tion”, undergoes the period of civiliza-
tional split and consequently is a field of 
expansion of adjacent civilizations.
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A Long-Term Strategy for Global 
Sustainable Development Based 
on Dialogue and Partnership 
of Civilizations: Scientific 
Foundations, Programs, Projects

Recommendations of the Round Table of the 4th Forum of the UN 
Alliance of Civilizations (Doha, Qatar, December 11, 2011)

A 
t the roundtable meeting of the 4th Forum of the uN Alli-
ance of Civilizations organized by the Pitirim sorokin — 

Nikolai Kondratieff international institute, international stra-
tegic innovation and Technology Alliance, Foundation for the 
innovative development of the yamalo-Nenets Autonomous 
district and lebanese-russian house with the assistance of the 
uN Alliance of Civilizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
russian Federation and the Government of the yamalo-Nenets 
Autonomous district of the russian Federation a report was dis-
cussed by an international team of scientists to the united Na-
tions Conference on sustainable development, “Foundations 
of the long-Term strategy for Global sustainable development 
based on Partnership of Civilizations”, programs and projects fo-
cused on the partnership of civilizations, educational books and 
monographs on these issues are presented.

As a result of discussions at the roundtable meeting the par-
ticipants have reached the following conclusions and recommen-
dations.

Draft



PartnershiP of Civilizations №1/2012     63

1. At the beginning of the 21st century 
humanity has turned face to face with a 
deep and protracted crisis of civilizations 
caused by the decline of the industrial 
world civilization, change of generations 
of local civilizations and transition to the 
third historical super-cycle in the dynam-
ics of the global civilization.

surmounting the crisis can be made on 
the basis of epochal and basic waves of in-
novations, civilizational revolution of the 
21st century, which result in the formation 
of the integral, humanistically noospheric 
world civilization, acting on the principles 
of dialogue and partnership of the fifth 
generation of local civilizations, formation 
of the noosphere energy-ecological mode 
of production and consumption, integral 
economic and socio-cultural system.

These processes will require deep sci-
entific understanding on the basis of the 
post-industrial paradigm of social scienc-
es, long-range vision of unfolding global 
transformations and development of a 
long-term global strategy to ensure the 
implementation of innovative and break-
through scenario and sustainable devel-
opment based on partnership of civiliza-
tions.

The participants in the roundtable 
meeting welcome the initiative of an in-
ternational team of scientists, prepared 
and submitted to the uN Global round-
tables the Global Outlook “Future of Civi-
lizations” for 2050 (October 27, 2009) and 
report to the uN Conference on sustain-
able development, “Foundations of the 
long-Term strategy for Global sustainable 
development based on Partnership of Civ-
ilizations” (28/06/2011) and recommend 
to the Preparatory Committee for the uN 
Conference on sustainable development 
(brazil, June 2012) with the support of the 

uN Alliance of Civilizations examine the 
concept of scientists and identify the ar-
eas of elaborating a long-term strategy for 
sustainable development that meets the 
realities of the 21st century, for further 
consideration by the uN and the World 
summit on sustainable development.

2. The participants of the roundtable 
share the view of the international team 
of scientists that the time is ripe for mov-
ing based on the dialogue among civiliza-
tions to their partnership in addressing 
major global challenges of a transition 
period, and appeal to the uN and its or-
ganizations, governments, businesses cir-
cles and non-governmental organizations, 
mass media to consider and proceed to the 
implementation programs and projects 
aimed at realizing a long-term global strat-
egy for sustainable development based on 
partnership of civilizations:

— the international energy-ecological 
Program “Arctic energy” focused on en-
vironmentally friendly development of 
energy resources in the Arctic on the prin-
ciples of partnership of the Arctic states 
and civilizations, including holding the 
international exhibition eXPO 2010 in 
salekhard;

— the international project to build an 
intercontinental eurasia-America trans-
port link with a tunnel through the ber-
ing strait;

— creation of a multilingual Open in-
ternet university of dialogue among cul-
tures and civilizations and “Arctic” Tv 
channel; 

— representation the circumpolar 
(Arctic) civilization in museums around 
the world;

— publication of the international sci-
entific and educational journal “The Part-
nership of Civilizations”;
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— delivering in 2013 in st. Petersburg 
and salekhard the 4th World Congress of 
Global Civilization “society and Nature: 
the Path to the Noospheric Civilization” 
dedicated to the 150th birth anniversary of 
v.i. vernadsky;

— the implementation in 2012 of the 
international project “From Pole to Pole: 
save Our Civilization Together”;

— summing up at the international 
exhibition in salekhard “expo Arctic-
2015” the outcome of the international 
decade of the World’s indigenous People 
and researches into the historical past and 
prospects for the Arctic civilization within 
the international Polar decade.

3. Given the complexity, versatility and 
duration of transformations occurring in 
the world that require a deep scientific 
study, the participants of the roundtable 

recommend the uNesCO together with 
the uN Alliance of Civilizations:

— to support the project proposed by 
the russian scientists to establish a mul-
tilingual scientific and educational portal 
“Global scientific heritage”;

— to form under the uNesCO the 
World Council for long-Term Global Fore-
casting;

— to support the establishment in rus-
sia under the auspices of the uNesCO the 
international Centre for long-term Macro-
forecasting, strategic Planning and inno-
vative Programming.

The participants express deep grati-
tude to the uN Alliance of Civilizations, 
the Government of Qatar and the organiz-
ers of the roundtable for creation of favor-
able conditions for a fruitful exchange of 
views.
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The Foundations of Long-Term Strategy 
for Global Sustainable Development 
Based on Partnership of Civilizations

Draft of Recommendations of the 6th Civilization Forum in conjunction 
with he UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Brazil, 2012)

O 
n the 64th session of the uN General Assembly it was 
adopted resolution of 24.12.2009, the “implementation 

of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further implementation 
of Agenda 21 and decisions of the World summit on sustain-
able development.” The resolution provides for the holding of 
the uN Conference on sustainable development rio +20 in 2012 
in brazil. The Conference will focus on the implementation of 
the strategy for sustainable development in its economic, social 
and environmental dimensions, poverty eradication and creation 
of “green” economy, changing irrational patterns of production 
and consumption, protection and rational use of natural resource 
base for economic and social development, improvement of the 
management of these processes in each country and at interna-
tional level. 

An international group of scientists on the basis of the Global 
Forecast “The Future of Civilizations” for 2050 developed by them 
in 2007-2009 with recommendations for the partnership strategy 
of civilizations which was delivered at the roundtable within the 



66 PartnershiP strategy  of Civilizations

64th session of the uN General Assembly 
on 27.10.2009 and at the 4th Civilization 
Forum “Prospects  for development and 
Partnership strategy of Civilizations with-
in eXPO 2010 in shanghai, 12–14.11.2010 
has  prepared a draft report “Foundations 
of long-Term strategy for Global sustain-
able development based on Partnership of 
Civilizations.” 

The draft report was discussed at the 
roundtable at the uN information Centre 
in Moscow on 15.03.2011, at several re-
gional conferences, at the 5th Civilization 
Forum at the uNesCO headquarters and 
submitted for discussion at the 6th Civiliza-
tion Forum within the uN Conference on 
sustainable development, rio +20. 

The Forum participants welcomed 
the work performed by the international 
team of scientist in making the report 
and share the principled positions of its 
contributors that: 

— it is necessary to embark on making 
the long-term strategy for global sustain-
able development, relying on the Global 
Forecast “The Future of Civilizations” for 
2050 submitted by the international team 
of scientists” and report “Foundations of 
long-Term strategy for Global sustain-
able development based on Partnership 
of Civilizations”; 

— in development of the long-term 
strategy should be based on a balanced re-
sponse to new threats and challenges of 
the 21st century in all spheres of develop-
ment of the global community — energy-
ecological, demographic, technological, 
economic, geopolitical and socio-cultural; 

— the long-term strategy can be suc-
cessfully implemented only through a 
partnership of states and civilizations 
under the leading role of the united Na-
tions. 

The Forum participants endorse the 
basic provisions of the report and the 
Foundations of long-term strategy for 
global sustainable development based on 
partnership of civilizations and recom-
mend the uN Conference on sustainable 
development to consider and endorse the 
proposals of the international team of sci-
entists. 

1. The Need for Long-Term Global 
Strategy for Sustainable Development

The World summits in 1992 and 2002 and 
the Millennium summit in 2000 laid the 
foundations for a global strategy for sus-
tainable development focused on the effi-
cient use of world resources with regard to 
the interests of present and future genera-
tions, determined the Millennium Goals, 
which the global community intends to 
achieve by 2015. it would allow achiev-
ing some success in focusing efforts and 
resources to achieve these goals. 

The uN General Assembly in the 64th 
session of 24.12.2009 adopted the pro-
posal by brazil to host the united Nations 
Conference on sustainable development 
in 2012, which will consider measures to 
implement Agenda 21 and decisions of 
the World summit on sustainable devel-
opment. 

it is expected that the Conference will 
approve the  Programme of Action for 
implementing the strategic documents 
previously adopted and their adaptation 
to new conditions of development. 

however, the depth and duration of 
the transformations taking place in the 
world require the development and adop-
tion at the next World summit a scientific 
validation of a long-term strategy, global 
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strategy of sustainable development un-
dertaken on the basis of a partnership 
of states and civilizations in response to 
new threats and challenges of the 21st 
century. 

At the beginning of the 21st century 
the world situation has changed radically. 
A cluster of global crises — energy and 
ecological, food, financial and economic, 
demographic, technological, geopolitical 
and socio-cultural — burst out. The indus-
trial civilization concludes its two hundred 
year historical period; the post-industrial, 
integral civilization is in the throes of be-
ing born. The fifth generation of local civi-
lizations is formed; the conflicts between 
them come to the fore in the economic 
and geopolitical spheres. 

in these circumstances, many of the 
global strategy provision require a system 
update and new approaches to meet the 
realities and contradictions of the 21st cen-
tury.

2. The Main Objectives and Features 
of Long-Term Strategy

The main purpose of the strategy is to 
focus the efforts of progressive forces of 
humanity to overcome the crisis shocks of 
the transition period of the first quarter 
of the 21st century and establishment, in 
the second quarter of the century, of the 
foundations of integral, humanistically 
noospheric world civilization ensuring 
the improvement of level and quality of 
life of population, efficiency of reproduc-
tion in all corners of the globe, eradicat-
ing poverty and overcoming hunger, the 
establishment of “green” economy and a 
more equitable economic system. 

This goal is implemented through: 

the establishment of the noospheric • 
energy and ecological mode of production 
and consumption, ensuring the restora-
tion of equilibrium between society and 
nature and improving the ecological envi-
ronment on the planet; 

differentiated demographic and mi-• 
gration strategy aimed at overcoming the 
depopulation in some countries and over-
population in the other, and optimization 
of the migration flows; 

the assimilation of the achievements • 
of the technological revolution of the 21st 
century, the assimilation and dissemina-
tion of the sixth technological order, con-
vergence in the levels of technological de-
velopment of countries and civilizations; 

Accelerating the transition from in-• 
dustrial to the integral economic system, 
socially, noospheric and innovation-ori-
ented, overcoming the gap between rich 
and poor countries and civilizations; 

formation of the multi-polar world • 
order based on dialogue and partnership 
of states and civilizations, in response to 
the challenges of the new century; 

the rise of science, education, high • 
culture, preservation and enrichment of 
cultural and civilizational diversity. 

The features of a long-term strategy 
are: 

civilizational approach, systemic • 
transformation of all elements of the gen-
otype of civilizations and all spheres of 
their interaction; 

the principle of partnership as the • 
basis of the actions of states and civiliza-
tions in response to new challenges; 

a long-term horizon strategy — until • 
the middle of the 21st century, which cor-
responds to the scale, intensity and dura-
tion of the radical transformations in the 
world. 
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3. The Strategy of Establishing 
Noospheric Energy and Ecological Modes 
of Production and Consumption

The beginning of the 21st century was 
marked by the global energy-ecological 
and food crises. A long-term strategy for 
energy-ecological and food partnership of 
states and civilizations should be directed 
to overcome these crises.

it is necessary to overcome energy — 
wastefulness in developed countries, to 
make conversion to energy efficiency in 
manufacturing, housing and utilities and 
housekeeping, while increasing installed 
power per employee and energy consump-
tion in poor countries. 

it will be required a more economical 
use of resources of non-renewable fossil fu-
els, taking into account the interests of fu-
ture generations, it lies ahead to implement 
lasting and effective measures for the bal-
anced development of energy resources in 
the Arctic, replacement of fossil fuels with 
renewable and alternative energy sources. 

it is envisaged to halve emissions of 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere by 
the middle of the 21st century that will re-
quire a radical restructuring of the energy 
sector, significantly reduce other forms of 
environmental pollution. 

it is necessary to reduce the deforesta-
tion of tropical forests — the “green lung” 
of the planet, losses from forest fires, and 
the complex use of forest resources. 

it is necessary to take effective mea-
sures to overcome the shortage of fresh 
water, to provide water to all countries 
and regions, to all the world’s population, 
to develop water recycling and to reduced 
to a minimum, and eventually stop the 
discharge of untreated sewage. 

The basis for overcoming the food crisis 
is a more efficient use and improvement 
of fertility of arable land, an increase of 
1.7 times in food production by 2050 to 
overcome hunger in the world. 

An important task is the processing of 
industrial and domestic waste, especially 
in metropolitan areas. 

it requires urgent measures the preser-
vation and transfer to the next generation 
of biodiversity of the planet. 

All of these pressing problems can be 
solved efficiently only on a global scale 
through a global strategy for energy-eco-
logical and food partnership of states and 
civilizations. it is necessary to expand the 
competence and the role of uNeP, FAO, 
international  energy Agency, Global en-
vironment Facility in the implementation 
of the strategy for energy and ecological 
partnership of civilizations. 

4. The Strategy of Dialogue and 
Partnership of Civilizations in Demography, 
Migration and Population Health

since the end of the 21st century it is ob-
served a reverse of demographic trends. 
The number of countries hit by depopula-
tion is increasing, while maintaining over-
population in other, the excess of hands. 
The aging of population becomes a long-
term trend, an increase in the percent-
age of aged people and seniors. in some 
civilizations, there is a high infant and 
maternal mortality, spread of hiv/Aids 
and other dangerous diseases. The levels 
of public health expenditure differ in tens 
and hundreds of times across countries in 
the world. The flow of migrants from poor 
countries with excess of labor resources to 
rich countries with a shortage of hands is 
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growing that produces ethnic conflicts 
and conflicts between civilizations. 

All these problems can be solved on 
the basis of dialogue and partnership of 
states and civilizations. it is necessary to 
develop a differentiated demographic pol-
icy for countries with depopulation, high 
and normal population growth. A need for 
developing and implementing the strategy 
of active aging for the elderly is increasing. 
A large-scale program of health develop-
ment in poor countries, with tangible as-
sistance from rich countries and civiliza-
tions should be carried out. it is necessary 
to develop a global migration strategy that 
optimizes the flows of migrants, creates 
conditions for employment and weaken-
ing the motivation to migration in poor 
countries, helping migrants to adapt to 
new conditions. in addressing these issues 
the most important role is played by the 
uN economic and social Council. 

5. The Strategy of Innovation 
and Technology Partnership of 
States and Civilizations

The global technological revolution of 
the 21st century is evolving on the planet, 
and its main results — the formation of 
the post-industrial technological mode of 
production, assimilation and distribution 
of the sixth technological order, human-
ization and noospherization of technolo-
gies. This will set the stage for accelerat-
ing economic growth and improvement 
of labor productivity on the basis of the 
technological revolution, it can be solved 
the problem of creating “green” economy, 
eradication of poverty on the planet. At 
the same time it will be accompanied by 
deepening of the process of technological 

polarization, since the lagging countries 
and civilizations do not have the finan-
cial and human resources for transition of 
economy to a new technological basis. 

The strategy of the innovation and 
technology partnership of states and civi-
lizations should be directed to: 

increase in the innovation activity, • 
promotion of assimilation, dissemination 
and transfer of technologies of the sixth 
order to increase the growth rates in labor 
productivity and resource conservation; 

the priority development of socially • 
and environmentally oriented technolo-
gies; 

provide large-scale assistance of the • 
vanguard countries and civilizations in 
the technological modernization of econ-
omy of the lagging countries in order to 
overcome the technological polarization; 

creating an enabling environment • 
for the development of major inventions 
and basic innovations, intellectual prop-
erty protection; 

enhancing the role of the uN and • 
especially uNdP in assisting the progress 
of technologies based and partnership of 
states and civilizations; 

formation of the global innovation • 
system providing a continuous and bal-
anced innovative renovation of technolo-
gies in all countries and civilizations. 

6. Partnership Strategy for 
economic development and 
Transformation of Globalization 

The global economic and financial crisis 
of 2008-2009 showed that the industrial 
economic system that prevailed for two 
centuries is undergoing a stage of decline 
that found its expression in the falling 
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rates of economic growth, formation of 
“soap bubble economy”, the growing po-
larization of the level of economic devel-
opment between rich and poor states and 
civilizations, the uncontrolled dominance 
of TNCs in the global economy. 

Partnership of states and civilizations 
in economy and globalization should be 
directed to: 

accelerating the economic growth • 
through the assimilation of achievements 
of the technological revolution of the 21st 
century, basic innovations of the sixth 
technological order within the constraints 
of labor and natural resources; 

progressive shifts in the structure of • 
economy, advanced development of con-
sumer and innovative investment repro-
ductive sectors of economy while limiting 
the extremely swollen sphere of market 
infrastructure; 

reducing the gap between rich and • 
poor states and civilizations on the ba-
sis of large-scale assistance to modernize 
economy and human resources training 
for poor countries; 

developing an effective international • 
financial credit and monetary system, reg-
ulation of world prices, limiting abuses of 
transnational corporations on the basis of 
global anti-trust legislation; 

humanistically noospheric transfor-• 
mation of globalization under control of 
institutions of the global civil society for 
a more equitable distribution of its results 
(including rent income) between countries 
and civilizations; 

enhancing the role of the uN econom-• 
ic and social Council, WTO, uNesCO and 
the international economic organizations 
in long-term forecasting, strategic plan-
ning of development of the world econ-
omy under strengthening the scientific 

foundations and democratic principles in 
their activities, taking into account the in-
terests of all countries and civilizations.

7. The Strategy of Establishing a Multipolar 
World Order Based on Dialogue and 
Partnership of States and Civilizations

realignment of the geopolitical architec-
ture at the end of the 20th — beginning 
of the 21st century, the depth of the crisis 
shocks of the first quarter of this century, 
the aggravation of local conflicts between 
states and civilizations, crises and revolu-
tions in 2011 in Muslim countries, a dan-
ger of the spread of international terror-
ism, local clashes of civilizations dictate 
the need for a world system based on dia-
logue and partnership between states and 
civilizations, and guaranteeing peace and 
security in all corners of the earth planet, 
the implementation of overdue democrat-
ic reforms. 

The main directions of this strategy 
are: 

development of a multipolar world • 
order based on the recognition of equal 
rights and  interests of the major centers 
of economic and geopolitical forces, civi-
lizations and states, on the principles of 
dialogue and partnership in the preven-
tion of arising conflicts; 

enhancing the role of the uN as a • 
global democratic body of dialogue and 
partnership among the states and civiliza-
tions, strengthening its strategy activity, 
peacekeeping role in solving conflicts that 
arise, the transformation of the uN and its 
institutions with the prospect of becom-
ing the World Confederation of states and 
civilizations in the middle of the 21st cen-
tury; 
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intensifying coordination of activi-• 
ties of regional inter-governmental and 
inter-civilizational unions as local centers 
of dialogue and partnership of states and 
civilizations in the local context; 

creating a system of global law to • 
regulate critical areas of international 
activities, as well as of dispute resolution 
and support enforcement of the norms of 
global law; 

establishing under the uN aegis the • 
international peacekeeping forces, secu-
rity and law and order on the planet and 
to respond to emergencies; 

eliminating the use of wars to re-• 
solve inter-state and inter-civilizational 
conflicts, the implementation of interna-
tionally controlled prohibit to spread and 
apply existing and creating new weapons 
of mass destruction. 

A decisive role in implementing the 
strategy of geopolitical partnership be-
longs to the security Council, General As-
sembly and secretary-General of the uN, 
specialized agencies and regional unions 
of states and civilizations. 

8. The Strategy of Dialogue and Partnership 
in Science, Education, Culture and Morality

The end of the 20th — beginning of the 21st 
century are characterized by the global 
crisis of the socio-cultural sphere, falling 
a creative and prognostic power and pres-
tige of science, extreme pragmatization of 
education and commercialization of cul-
ture, undermining the moral foundations 
of family and society, a growing threat to 
cultural and civilizational diversity. 

To counter these dangerous trends, 
there is a need for developing and imple-
menting the global strategy of dialogue 

and partnership of states and civilizations 
in science, education, culture and moral-
ity, including the following areas: 

increasing the role of science in so-• 
ciety based on scientific knowledge, pres-
ervation, enrichment and transmission 
to future generations of world’s scientific 
heritage, promoting the formation and 
spread of the post-industrial scientific par-
adigm and achievements of the scientific 
revolution of the 21st century, supporting 
scientific discoveries and major inven-
tions, providing large-scale assistance to 
the lagging countries in strengthening the 
scientific capacity; 

a combination of the scientific, edu-• 
cational and information revolution to 
improve the quality and creativity of 
education, lifelong learning and distance 
education, transfer of accumulated and 
enriched knowledge and skills to future 
generations; 

a revival of high culture, preserva-• 
tion, transfer to the next generation and 
enrichment of the world’s cultural heri-
tage and cultural diversity, promoting 
artistic creativity of children and youth of 
all states and civilizations, many-sided cul-
tural exchange, civilizational and cultural-
historical tourism; 

bringing together the efforts of rep-• 
resentatives of religions, science, culture, 
educators and the media in strengthening 
the moral foundations of family and soci-
ety, overcoming the tendency to increase 
immorality, violence, drug addiction, al-
coholism, education of the younger gen-
eration in the spirit of kindness, mutual 
respect, solidarity, tolerance, and high 
morality; 

development and implementation • 
under the central role of uNesCO as the 
head global uN organization cooperation 
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in the sphere of spiritual reproduction, 
long-term strategy for dialogue and part-
nership of civilizations in science, educa-
tion, culture and morality, the implemen-
tation of this strategy with the support of 
the Global socio-Cultural Foundation un-
der the auspices of uNesCO. 

9. Regional Strategies for Partnerships 
between States and Civilizations 

The global strategy for dialogue and part-
nership of civilizations determine com-
mon approaches and principles that must 
be implemented by states and civiliza-
tional unions subject to the conditions of 
their development, civilizational specifics 
and traditions, and rely on regional and 
national long-term strategies.

For the civilizations of europe (West-
ern-european, eastern-european, eur-
asian) the key strategic objectives are to 
overcome the growing dangers of depopu-
lation and aging population, increasing 
self-sufficiency in energy and other natu-
ral resources, balanced and environmen-
tally safe energy development in the Arc-
tic, modernization and competitiveness of 
economy through the development and 
dissemination of the sixth technological 
order, improving the economic structure 
based on the principles of justice, elimina-
tion of excessive disparities in economic, 
technological and social development, 
strengthening of the coordination mech-
anism of the foreign, security and peace 
in the framework of the OsCe, continu-
ation of trends in the formation of the 
pan-european confederation of states and 
civilizations on the basis of the eu, imple-
mentation of joint actions for mastering 
achievements in science and education, 

preservation and enrichment of scientific 
and cultural heritage and its transmission 
to future generations. 

For civilizations of America and Ocea-
nia (Northern-American, latin American, 
oceanic) and their unions (NAFTA, the 
Organization of American states), the 
primary strategic objective is to optimize 
migration flows, technological modern-
ization of the leaders (usA. Canada, Aus-
tralia, brazil) and to promote rapid mod-
ernization of other countries, to overcome 
poverty and beggary in lagging countries, 
to increase regulation of economy and 
overcoming the abuses of TNCs and global 
financial centers, strengthening the fight 
against terrorism and drugs, mastering 
the achievements of scientific and educa-
tion revolution, preservation of cultural 
diversity, strengthening the moral foun-
dations of the family. 

For the ancient  civilizations of Asian 
and African civilizations remarkable for 
their diversity (Japanese, Chinese, indian, 
buddhist, Muslim and African) and their 
unions (AseAN, sCO, the African union, 
the Organization of islamic states, and 
others) the prime objectives are the regu-
lation of demographic and migration pro-
cesses, effective use of energy and other 
natural resources and solution of environ-
mental concerns with regard to the inter-
ests of future generations, to overcome 
the technological and economic back-
wardness and poverty of many countries, 
the development of scientific and educa-
tional potential, preservation of cultural 
heritage and diversity. 

For unions of civilizations of differ-
ent groups (APeC, briC OsCe), the prime 
objective is working out the mechanisms 
for inter-civilizational and inter-state 
partnership in the implementation of a 
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long-term strategy for global sustainable 
development based on partnership of civi-
lizations. 

10. The Action Plan to Implement 
a Long-Term Strategy for Global 
Sustainable Development Based 
on Partnership of Civilizations

1. The sysTeM OF GlObAl ANd 
reGiONAl sTrATeGies
based on the report of the international 
team of scientists and recommendations 
of the uN Conference on sustainable de-
velopment, the uN secretary-General cre-
ated a high level Group to develop a draft 
long-Term strategy for global sustainable 
development based on partnership of civi-
lizations and subsequent bringing up the 
draft for discussion at the World summit. 

To implement the long-Term strategy 
the relevant uN organizations will de-
velop and adopt strategies for energy and 
ecological, demographic and migration, 
technological, economic, geopolitical 
and socio-cultural partnership of civiliza-
tions and action plans to implement these 
strategies, as well as regional and national 
strategies for sustainable development. 

2. GlObAl PrOGrAMs TO 
iMPleMeNT sTrATeGies
The main instrument to implement the 
system of strategies is global partnership 
programs of states and civilizations, in-
cluding the collection of global projects: 

energy and ecological strategy - en-• 
ergy, environmental, food, and Arctic de-
velopment programs; 

demographic and migration strate-• 
gy — demographic, health and migration 
programs; 

technological strategy — the mod-• 
ernization program based on technology 
of the sixth order and overcoming the 
technological backwardness of states and 
civilizations; 

the partnership strategy in economy • 
and globalization — programs for trans-
formation of economy and globalization, 
financial-credit and price regulation, de-
velopment of the global monetary sys-
tem; 

strategy for geopolitical partner-• 
ship — program for geopolitical partner-
ship, maintaining global security, conflict 
prevention and resolution; 

strategy for science, education, cul-• 
ture, morality — programs for preserva-
tion of world scientific and cultural heri-
tage, synthesis of scientific, educational 
and information revolutions, revival of 
high culture, strengthening the moral 
foundations of family and society. 

The uN regional bodies, intergovern-
mental and inter-civilizational unions de-
fine the structure of regional programs, 
programs of civilizational and inter-state 
unions. 

3. The OrGANizATiON OF 
iMPleMeNTATiON ANd 
FiNANCiNG OF PrOGrAMs
The customer, management company, 
coordinating and scientific councils from 
among countries participating in the im-
plementation of a program (project) coun-
tries will be determined for each global 
program (project). 

development and implementation of 
programs and projects will be financed 
for the account of specialized global funds 
(environmental, food, technological, socio-
cultural, etc.), contributions of interested 
states and businesses. 
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4. MONiTOriNG The 
iMPleMeNTATiON OF sTrATeGies 
ANd GlObAl PrOGrAMs
Monitoring the development and imple-
mentation of global, problem-solving, and 
regional strategies and programs is per-
formed by the uN secretary-General (and 
on his behalf — uN specialized agencies) 
and the international Monitoring Centre, 
which reports annually to the regular ses-
sion of the uN General Assembly, general 
customers of global programs. 

The system performance indicators of 
strategies and programs (projects) will be 
developed and reviews of their implemen-
tation will be published annually. 

5. sTrATeGies ANd 
PrOGrAMs uPdATes
every five years, uN secretary-General 
summarizes the interim results of the 
implementation of global strategy, na-
tional strategies and programs (projects), 
requests the World science Council for 
long-term forecasting to prepare a draft 
report on the implementation and neces-
sary updates, and prepare proposals on 
this matter for consideration at the ses-
sion of the uN General Assembly, which 
introduces necessary adjustments to glob-
al, problem-solving and regional strate-
gies and programs and extends them to 
the next medium-term. 
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Analysis of Dynamics of the 
Global Economic System
World Economic Crisis: A Global Transformation 
and Sustainable Developmen

T 
he global crisis has provoked anxiety in all groups of the 
world community. social tension occurs in the european 

union countries like Greece, spain, Portugal, italy, romania, ice-
land, as well as in the former soviet baltic republics. Today it is 
observed the transformation of basic institutions of the global 
system. The global social system is in the final phase of the trans-
formation of another 70-year development cycle. The evolution 
of the major global institutions in the last 200 years can be traced 
back by the table and the chart shown below.

On the basis of identified states of the system we build a vi-
sual model of self-organization and development of the world 
economy (see Fig. 1)

Over 200 years of the gold standard through the bretton 
Woods agreement and the creation of supranational institutions, 
the uN is part of which, the international community has gone a 
long way and established a new management tool — G-20.

At the present stage the principle of creating a global macro-
economic policy by G-20 in terms of matching targets is quite 
an effective tool for the development of the advanced countries, 
and through them the entire world economy. But whether it is ef-
fective for transitive and developing countries in Africa, the Middle 

D. K. Chistilin,
RANS foreign member,
President of the Simon
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and Self-organization
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Time Frame Period of operation Structural description of the 
State

development 
implementation 
Mechanisms

Quantitative 
description. 
development rates 
in %

1825 – 1895

i
1825 – 1875 Functioning of the 

international monetary and 
financial relations of golden 
standard

Bifurcational 1,5

ii
1875 – 1895 adaptive 2,6 – 3

1895 – 1965

iii
1895 – 1945 Functioning of the 

international monetary and 
financial relations of Bretton 
Woods

Bifurcational 1,8

iV
1945 – 1965 adaptive 5

1965 – 2035

V
1965 – 2015 Functioning of the Jamaica 

international monetary and 
financial relations 

Bifurcational 3,4

Vi
2015 – 2035 adaptive forecast

8 – 9

Table  1

East, Asia and other regions? Judging by the 
social tensions, which takes place in these 
countries, the answer is rather negative.

Modeling of economic development 
of a group of countries for 1970 – 2000

below we analyze the development of vari-
ous groups of countries united by the level 
of development of political system. based 
on the model taking into account three 
statistical indicators — GdP, population 
size and population size with higher edu-
cation — and linking them with the effi-
ciency of macroeconomic policy, as a con-
sequence of economic efficiency of politi-
cal systems.

The ANAlysis OF GrOuPs OF 
COuNTries uNiTed by The level OF 
develOPMeNT OF POliTiCAl sysTeM
Group of developed countries
behavior of the economic efficiency coef-
ficient of the political systems of devel-
oped countries shows a high effectiveness 
of macroeconomic policies of individual 
countries and the whole group. The Ks 
fluctuations are very small (Fig. 2). sus-
tainability is high for the past 30 years. 
The high stability of development was in 
1984 – 1998. (Fig. 5, left chart). The dynam-
ics of GdP growth is positive (Fig. 3).

The dynamics of population growth 
is positive, but it is characterized by rap-
idly falling rates. The trend of population 
growth is negative (Fig. 4). At the same 
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1st state — 
international 
monetary and 
financial system 
of “golden 
standard”

2st state — 
international 
monetary and 
financial system 
of Bretton Woods
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international 
monetary and 
financial system 
of Jamaica
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Figure 1.  Model of self-organization and development of social 
system the world economy for the period 1825-2035
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Figure  5. Sustainability of development and labor 
qualification growth developed countries
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time, qualified labor is high and positively 
stepwise increasing the rate since 1990. in 
the 21st century the group of developed 
countries is a steadily growing socio-eco-
nomic system, despite the negative trend 
of population growth. As it can be seen 
from the charts of lq and lq ‘ (Fig. 5) high 
level of qualification and high rates of 
growth will compensate for this negative 
trend.

1990 is also marked as watershed for 
the country group.

A group of countries with 
emerging economies
behavior of the economic efficiency co-
efficient of the political system of this 
group of countries (Fig. 6) together with 
the positive trend in GdP growth (Fig. 7), 
population size (Fig. 8) and labor qualifica-
tions (Fig. 9) shows that this group is in the 
process of catching up development. The 
stability chart (Fig. 9, left chart) shows that 
despite all the positive trends the political 
system of this group is in the process of 
transformation, macroeconomic policies 
are not optimal and not effective enough.

A group of countries with 
developing economies
behavior of the economic efficiency coef-
ficient of the political system of Ks of the 
countries in this group shows a low effi-
ciency. Fluctuations in Ks are very signifi-
cant. The political system of this group of 
countries is in a state of transformation.

The Ks trend is found in the negative 
zone and tends to zero. This means that 
the modes of operation change period has 
not yet occurred and will occur in the 21st 
century (Fig. 10). dynamics of GdP is posi-
tive with a low positive rate (Fig. 11). The 
dynamics of population growth is steady 
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Figure  6. Ks – Economic efficiency of political system 
Groups of countries with emerging economies
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Figure  9. Sustainability of development and labor 
qualification growth Countries with emerging economies
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positive (Fig. 12). dynamics of growth of 
labor qualification is positive and im-
proves in terms of quality again from 1990. 
strange as it may seem when this occurs it 
is observed the high stability of develop-
ment (Fig. 13). The general conclusion is 
following. dynamics of development is 
positive, but its trends are poorly defined. 
The growth of labor qualifications dem-
onstrates that this group achieved deep 
integration into the world economy since 
1990.

World Economy
Analysis of the behavior of the economic 
efficiency coefficient of the political sys-
tem of the world economy (Fig. 14) shows 
that from the beginning of the 80s of the 
20th century, the world economy began 
to operate consistently and effectively in 
terms economy. linear Ks trend of the 
world economy crosses the zero mark 
around 1990.

It is noteworthy that about the same time the 
Soviet Union collapsed, and the bipolar order of 
the political system of the world became unipo-
lar with the dominance of the United States.

The dynamics of the GdP growth is 
positive with a positive trend (Fig. 15). The 
dynamics of population growth is posi-
tive, but with a slight deceleration from 
1994 (Fig. 16). The dynamics of labor quali-
fications growth lq in the world economy 
is positive, its growth rates increased 
stepwise from 1990 (Fig. 17). The stability 
chart shows that the character of develop-
ment changed dramatically from about 
1990 (1988-1991).

it should be noted that since the late 
80s of the 20th century the active dissemi-
nation of new technologies for processing 
and transmitting information began: cell 
phones, internet, computers and other 
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Figure  10. Ks – economic efficiency of political system  
Groups of countries with developing economies
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Figure 13. Sustainability of development 
and labor qualification growth  Groups of 
countries with developing economies
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technologies. in accordance with the 
Kondratieff cycles the border of cycles or 
change of the up wave to down falls to ap-
proximately 1990 that is accompanied by 
the change of the technological order of 
the world economy.

General conclusions of applied nature

In the sphere of political order 
of the global system

Analysis of both groups of countries, • 
grouped according to various criteria (civ-
ilization, etc.), and the entire world sys-
tem, has shown that the political order of 
world economy formed by the beginning 
of the 90s is effective enough — it has en-
sured its steady development in the 20th 
and early 21st century.

Together with the major supranational 
institutions the institutions were formed 
for regional development, regional, eco-
nomic, political and financial institutions. 
At the global level, G-7 took shape and 
evolved into G-20 during the global finan-
cial crisis of 2008 – 2010 as a new instate 
for formation of a new institution of the 
global macroeconomic policy.

stability and positive development • 
trends show that the global financial cri-
sis of 2008 – 2010 is not critical to the in-
tegrity of the global economic system; the 
current structure of political order copes 
with the emerging imbalances.

In the area of   monetary system 
of the world economy
Analysis of the development of civilization unions 
of countries, individual countries or groups of 
countries united by the quality of the political 
system (developed, transitive, developing coun-
tries) shows that the development at various 
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Figure 15. GDP growth – world economy
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Figure 17. Sustainability of development and 
labor qualification growth – world economy
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rates and imbalance is observed in the global 
economic policy.

Comparison of K•  s charts of different 
groups of countries shows that, depend-
ing on the economic efficiency of the po-
litical system Ks and degree of integration 
into the global economy, countries and 
their group unions respond differently 
to the imbalances that arise in the global 
economy.

Macroeconomic policies that ares be-• 
ing formed by the u. s. and global institu-
tions are not optimal for the global econ-
omy and therefore ineffective in terms of 
inadequate response to world crises. The 
reason (in the financial sector) is that the 
targets of monetary and credit policy, be-
ing formed and implemented by the World 
bank and the united states are aimed at 
the regulation of processes in group i (de-
veloped) countries and do not have regard 
to conditions and macroeconomic guides 
of the other two groups of countries. in 
the field of international trade there is a 
similar cause.

For all three groups of countries it • 
is characteristic different level of coeffi-
cients Ks and KN, as well as different levels 
of economic efficiency of the political sys-
tem and information level.

The world economy has four regions with 
different rates of development, they are all at 
different stages of development and, to varying 
degrees dependent on the macroeconomic poli-
cies implemented by the U. S. and global institu-
tions.

by this civilizational attribute these • 
are: region i — Japanese, Western europe-
an, Oceanic, indian, North American, east 
european civilizations; region ii – Chinese, 
eurasian civilizations; region iii – latin-
American civilization; region iv — Afri-
can, buddhist, and Muslim civilizations.
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These regions need different group • 
targets of macroeconomic policy.

Region I. Developed countries:
— in need of low interest rates and 

placement in other groups of redundant 
resources, especially financial capital, as 
they have good indicators of the Ks and KN 
dynamics.

Regions II and III. Emerging Economies:
— Are at the stage of formation of na-

tional capital and the new institutions of 
the political system. Need higher interest 
rates because constantly under pressure 
of inflation and have a “catching up” eco-
nomic growth. Countries in this group 
have a high value of KN and average dy-
namics of the Ks, which is in the transitive 
stage. This group of countries is in need of 
soft support in the formation of the terms 
of relationships with global financial insti-
tutions.

Region IV. Developing countries.
Countries are at an early stage and 

have low indicators of the dynamics of Ks 
and KN.

Forecast of Global Political 
and Monetary Systems

All three countries need their own • 
regulations and targets for the formation 
of macro-economic group, as well as the 
international monetary, fiscal and trade 
policies.

All three groups have bipolar eco-• 
nomic milestones, and they do not take 
into account existing rules and the forma-
tion of a global economic policy.

To generate optimal policies aimed • 
at promoting sustainable development of 
the global system in the 21st century, it is 

required the establishment of regional of-
fices of the World bank and others, form-
ing a regional macro-economic policies 
for each group of countries separately. 
Formation of the best global economic 
policy should be bi-level subject to the lev-
el and rate of development of all groups 
of countries.

To eliminate the dependence of the • 
global economy on the economic state of 
the united states, it is necessary to distrib-
ute the risks of arising extremely unstable 
states (global crises) among all groups of 
countries. Accordingly, this distribution is 
applicable to:

— the formation of the world’s re-
serves;

— the formation of a global currency;
— the formation of global and region-

al interest rates;
— Create conditions for support from 

the iMF and its regional subdivisions to 
regulate the balance of payments;

— The terms of trade.
in general, measures aimed at the • 

regional distribution of the main eco-
nomic functions of global institutions 
will increase the positive dynamics of the 
coefficient of Ks of the world economy 
and its resilience to the global crisis and 
ensure the stable development in the 21st 
century.

The global political system in the 
21st century must have the institutions 
for forming and harmonization of mac-
roeconomic policy targets for all three 
groups of countries. beginning with the 
2035 – 2040 years the global political sys-
tem will move into a 50-year phase of 
transformation in the monetary, budget-
ary and tax spheres, when the global po-
litical institutions are to restructure and 
one should be ready for it.
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A Strategy for Global 
Sustainable Development

it seems certain that it is required to elab-
orate the relevant strategy to implement 
a forecast for global sustainable develop-
ment for the next 40 years.

The development of the strategy for 
sustainable development of the global civ-
ilization in the 21st century is required to 
implement within the framework of the 
uN. To this end, it is necessary to create 
a unit in the uN system that will provide 
a long-term forecast of sustainable global 
development and develop a plan for imple-
menting the “strategy for Global sustain-
able development based on Partnership of 
Civilizations.”

but the implementation of a long-term 
strategy for sustainable development is 
impossible without the development of 
key indicators for the development of civi-
lizations. in the development of a global 
civilization it will be required to carry out 
monitoring and control of key indicators. 
For this purpose, it is also required to es-
tablish the relevant uN unit.

To ensure a global sustainable devel-
opment it is necessary to establish the 
uN units responsible for the elaboration 
of a long-term forecast of development of 
global civilization; global sustainable de-
velopment strategy based on partnership 
of civilizations and the unit responsible 
for monitoring the indicative figures of 
development and their control. This work 
is necessary for the management of sus-
tainable development of global civiliza-
tion and the preservation of its integrity.
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Pan-Arctic Cooperation: 
Geocultural Aspect

T 
he Arctic is becoming a region with international meaning 
and special interests of humanity in the XXi century. A role 

of modern circumpolar states in seeking new ways of escape from 
forthcoming ecocatastrophe is in rehabilitation, revival and de-
velopment whole the sphere of life system of the arctic peoples. 
The world culture will be presented as a harmonious synthesis of 
the West, east, eurasia and Arctic united to one spiritual space. 
Modern Arctic is turning from a possible threat factor into hope-
ful prospect. To obtain such a perspective it is necessary to give 
answers to three tasks:

The first task is creation of cultural and spiritual content of 
sustainable development system of the Arctic regions. Cultural 
interaction must be multi-formatted, synthetic co-creative work 
of personalities, masters and sources of nation’s spirituality and 
Arctic communities.

The second task is culture creativity under conditions of eter-
nal frost. Culture of permafrost is characterized not only in es-
pecial dependence from environmental ecology but also with 
strong connection to historic memory of previous generations 
and future destiny of humanity. Arctic peoples’ ethnoculture is 
recognized as preserved original look of foundation for revival of 
total eco-harmonic society of creative individualities. Taking into 
account that future of humanity is tightly connected with state 
of the Arctic the task is in creative development of indigenous 
heritage and foundation of circumpolar culture.

Ulyana A. Vinokurova, 
Doctor Sciences (Sociology), 
Prorector of the Arctic State 
Institute of Arts and Culture



90 PartnershiP strategy  of Civilizations

The third task is about understanding of 
inherent worth of Arctic peoples’ culture 
by mobilization of internal potential of 
creativity of nations and involving other 
peoples to humanistic, ecological, spiri-
tual, artistic and aesthetic values of Arctic 
culture in order to realize Arctic vector of 
human civilization.

We can consider the period of the 
World War ii as a period of water-parting 
in the history of Arctic which became un-
precedented according to scales of societal 
and cultural changes. Nowadays in the 
Arctic area live about 4 million people. Af-
ter the WWii there was a growth of popu-
lation number and the Arctic became a re-
gion widening its economic, societal and 
cultural influence onto the south. There 
is seen a process of active Arctic region 
building as a new geopolitical approach: 
instead of aspiration to force control it is 
focused to achievement of socially stable 
and ecologically sustainable order. scandi-
navian countries are in the rate of first ten 
states with high level of human capital, 
high standards of living — all these prove 
potential of the Arctic culture.

On the bottom of the Arctic Ocean 
there are about 25 % of world resources of 
oil and gas but also rich reserves of raw 
diamond, gold, platinum, tin etc. Accord-
ing to uN data deposits of Arctic oil are es-
timated as more than 100 billion of tones. 
To year 2040 because of global warming 
distinctive part of the Arctic Ocean will be 
cleaned out of ice that will simplify extrac-
tion of natural resources from the Ocean 
bottom and it will also cheapen their 
transportation.

The russian Federation manufactures 
about 2 / 3 of all natural resources made 
in the Circumpolar Arctic. This share is 
much higher than the contribution of oth-

er countries and territories. russian North 
is the widest and the most inhabited terri-
tory of the circumpolar world where live 
about twenty indigenous peoples. but the 
process of integration of russia into pan-
arctic cooperation on the base of states’ 
values of total welfare is only at the begin-
ning of its way. As it was fairly noticed by 
a well-known russian north-researcher 
A. v. Golovnev in russia there is still kept 
a priority of hordism over Nordism. in the 
result of this after collapse of the soviet 
union the russian Arctic is quickly losing 
its population in industrial zones and it 
makes indecent policy of raw resources 
appendix not considering opinion of rus-
sian people. in 1999 more than 60 – 70 % 
of population and in 2002 not less of rus-
sians, Tatars, yakuts, bashkirs were con-
sidering that “even for rescue of russian 
economy we mustn’t sell out all its natural 
resources”.

Comparison of russian census data for 
years 1989 and 2002 shows that migration 
losses comprised 650000 arctic population 
what is almost one fourth of total popula-
tion of russia in 1989. The biggest loss was 
in Chukotka bordering with the usA. The 
region lost 70 % of registered in 1989 in-
habitants. Arctic part of the sakha repub-
lic lost almost half of its population while 
altogether the republic lost only one fifth 
of its population.

A step of pan-arctic cooperation era is 
being heard more and more clearly and 
loudly. it is heard in the roll of melting 
permafrost ice; it is heard in voices of in-
digenous peoples.

in the beginning of the 90s yakutia 
firmly entered to direct dialogue with arc-
tic countries aspiring to bring to notice 
the world society to ecological, indigenous 
peoples’ problems of these territories. Ne-
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cessity to preserve biological and cultural 
diversity of the Arctic was first heard from 
indigenous people inhabiting the world of 
permafrost. The sakha republic (yakutia) 
acquiring a possibility to decide indepen-
dently, under the responsibility of its pres-
ident, attempted a range of innovative leg-
islative and practical measures for realiza-
tion principles of devolution. under active 
participation of the yakut president there 
were made authoritative international or-
ganizations: Northern Forum, Academy 
of the Northern Forum, the university of 
the Arctic, the Arctic state institute of Arts 
and Culture, the regional department of 
the russian Academy of natural sciences 
“development problems of the Arctic and 
Northern regions”, the russian magazine 
“Arctic idea” etc. There was activated work 
of the Arctic Council for development of 
potential of the world cooperation.

The aim of all these initiatives is to 
draw attention of the world community 
to problems of the Arctic in order to fi-
nancially, organizationally and intellec-
tually combine forces as good neighbors 
who gathered around one rich fostering 
ocean.

initiatives of pan-arctic cooperation are 
based on successful experience of the Arc-
tic in past centuries. The pioneers of sci-
entific and technical investigation of the 
Arctic were soviet researchers who made 
a mighty complex system of sustainable 
development of the Arctic. They proved 
its role in scientific learning of the planet, 
of humanity and geological perspectives. 
half a century ago a notable investigator 
of Canadian North r. A. Philips recognized 
that development of world strategy con-
cept of exploration and security of the Arc-
tic is a vital problem of the world science 
and policy.

Time has come when the voice of the 
Arctic merged with multi-voice of the 
world population who care about well-be-
ing of native green planet which is so cozy 
as home and small according to scales of 
human development possibilities. it is 
easy to fly round the planet on a usual 
transnational plane throughout admiring 
sunny blinks of the ocean great spaces, 
curves of mountain chains and lights of 
cities beading a green tree of continents 
as Christmas toys.

Conceptual new idea of the Arctic 
Ocean vision in the XXi century is the 
pan-arctic cooperation relying on under-
standing a role of the Arctic in past, pres-
ent and future life of the planet. The XXi 
century will be characterized by human 
movements to the Arctic region. For this 
purpose it is very important to preserve 
biological diversity, ecological balance 
and ethno-cultural heritage of the Arctic 
indigenous peoples.

ecologically safe development of the 
Arctic is possible only under regime of sus-
tainable development. The Arctic with its 
resources, spiritual potential, traditions and 
mentality is more prepared to switch to a 
sustainable development model. This is pos-
sible only together with whole the human-
kind. Primeval Arctic nature and invaluable 
experience of nature-respecting husbandry 
of its peoples is such a contribution of the 
Arctic to the XXi c., to sustainable develop-
ment. it is impossible without all these to 
materialize this current idea. That is why 
the humanity must think about security 
of the Arctic, provide its deep scientific re-
search and participate at the same time in 
realistic protection and recovery of its na-
ture and culture of indigenous peoples.

understanding the following that 
northern regions have general features 
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which are in marked contrast to other 
parts of the world and all these become 
a new challenge to the humankind: min-
ing natural resources, lack of human re-
sources, low infrastructure, severe climate 
change which threatens by its unpredict-
able influence to whole ecological bal-
ance of the planet and to the system “a 
human — nature”, vulnerable ecosystem, 
survival of indigenous people who need 
an urgent help. All these and other prob-
lems need combining forces of northern 
regions according to their decisions.

in the Arctic modernization orien-
teers must be corresponded to values of 
pan-arctic cooperation: social efficiency, 
social justice and social stability provid-
ing achievement of definite level of the 
Arctic self-identity. Pan-arctic cooperation 

includes into transformational processes 
an integration potential of “rediscovered” 
traditional cultures which find a new 
sense and become a legitimatized founda-
tion for understanding that there exists 
not only one way of dynamic interactions 
of a human and nature.

At the end of the XX century there is ac-
tively developing the pan-arctic coopera-
tion. There is being developed Arctic iden-
tity as a glocal form of self-identification 
of the population of Arctic Circumpolar 
area. Circumpolar civilization is a symbio-
sis of traditional northern spirituality and 
the newest scientific innovations. Circum-
polar civilization as an expresser of collec-
tive will becomes an example of harmony 
of modern highly technological economy 
with nature.
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Financial Crisis in the 
Civilizational Aspect1

I 
n the 21st century the global economy begins to face a qualita-
tively different geo-economic and geopolitical situation. Crises 

in other countries followed the financial crisis in the u. s. This 
has forced the developed states radically to rethink the manage-
ment practices and to provide massive aid, and the whole situ-
ation made in general to speak about the crisis of the modern 
model of financial capitalism.

When the situation seemed to be gradually beginning to nor-
malize, the crisis hit the euro zone, which also required emer-
gency support measures from the states. This included not only 
position of the euro seriously undermined, but also, in principle, 
questioned the effectiveness of the major mechanisms of europe-
an integration, that also made the basis of the economic system 
more shaky, while strengthening the country defaults risk.

in the conditions of the financial crisis unprecedented in the 
post-war period it is being formed an entirely different environ-
ment.

The world civilization does not just face next historic 
choice — a fundamentally different environment is being formed 
around it in which it will develop its economic and all related 
components.

M. Yershov, Dr.Sc. 
(Economics) Senior Vice-

President of Rosbank
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New sources of global financial resourc-
es and the centers of political-economic 
impact come to replace the stable support 
points of world finances and centers of fi-
nancial stability. This confronts the mod-
ern world with the need to develop new 
mechanisms of economic architecture 
rules, the relevance of which only gains 
momentum with the growth of the crisis 
tendencies in developed countries.

it has already long been clear that 
the problems that have accumulated in 
the world monetary and financial sector, 
would inevitably lead to massive upheav-
al. in 2000, we predicted that “the world 
monetary system faces the real prospect 
of a full-scale currency crisis, and how ad-
equate and agreed be the steps taken by 
the major states depends the opportuni-
ty… to prevent the devastating effects for 
the global economy as a whole2.” later, 
we pointed out that the world monetary 
system expects “to go a major transforma-
tion in order to regain system stability and 
avoid large-scale systemic crisis. it must 
take into account the realities that arise 
in the context of globalization associated 
with a significant increase in cross-border 

                       Citigroup                                           Bank of america                               JP Morgan                              UBS                     Barclays

  Market capitalization in the 2nd 
quarter 2007 , bln. US dollars

  Market capitalization January-
March 2009, bln. US dollars

Source:  data of moneycentral.msn.com

Figure 1.  Reducing the capitalization of the major banks
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operations, and with overflow of financial 
resources, and involvement in the pro-
cesses of globalization of more and more 
countries.3”

Global Imbalances

The crisis has highlighted the true extent 
of distortions that developed by that time 
in the market. shares of its leading partic-
ipants failed significantly that indicated 
their unjustified overestimation (Fig. 1).

in terms of system the so-called “glob-
al imbalances” that exist in the world for 
a long period of time play an important 
role. We remember well the individual el-
ements of this situation in the u. s. “twin 
deficit” of 1980s, which showed the ex-
istence of budget deficits and trade (pay-
ments) balance. in general, trends in the 
last decade develop quite predictable, and 
a number of countries shows a steady sur-
plus, while the u. s. and in certain periods 
Japan and Western europe have a negative 
current account balance (Fig. 2).

At the same time in most developed 
countries it is observed a budget deficit, 
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   Major oil exporters*
   China
  Japan
   other developed 
countries

   other developing 
countries **

  USa 

Figure 2. Current account deficit (bln. US dollars)
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*  algeria, iran, Kuwait, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, 
russia, S. arabia, Uae, 
Venezuela

** including newly 
industrialized countries.

Source: IMF, Bank of England.

which further exacerbates the problem of 
funding shortfalls.

The existence of deficits in some coun-
tries and surpluses in others is associated 
with an excess of consumption over sav-
ings and savings over consumption (Ta-
ble 1).

Table 1.  Gross savings and investments (% to GDP)

Savings investments

2001 2008 2001 2008

developed 
countries 20.0 18.8 20.6 20.4

USa 16.4 11.9 19.1 17.5

UK 15.4 15.1 17.4 16.8

Japan 26.9 26.7 24.8 23.5

Germany 19.5 25.7 19.5 19.3

developing 
countries 26.6 36.6 25.1 31.8

China 38.4 49.2 36.3 42.6

india 23.5 32.5 22.8 34.9

russia 32.5 31.5 16.8 21.0

Source: BIS, 2009. 

As a consequence, in some countries 
a surplus of free financial resources is 
formed, while other states had to find 
ways to raise the funds needed to finance 
their deficits (Fig. 3).

russia is among countries where sav-
ings rates higher than the level of accumu-
lations, potentially making it a source of fi-
nancial resources for deficit countries (we 
know that in fact, a part of our financial 
resources, which are both in specialized 
funds — stabilization, etc. — and gold 
reserves were invested in u. s. Treasury 
bonds and instruments of other countries, 
contributing to the financing of their defi-
cits) (Fig. 4).

The principal debtor, as it is known, is 
the u. s., which makes for them the solu-
tion of funding problem extremely topi-
cal. The influx of resources in this context 
from the states with an excess accumula-
tion, among other things puts downward 
pressure on interest rates (which, as we 
remember, in general, remain in the u. s. 
at a low level for several years). This re-
duces the profitability of operations for 
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developed countries -0,6   
 -1,6 

USa -2,7   
 -5,6 

Japan   3,1 
   3,2 

Germany   0,0 
   6,4 

UK -1,7   
  -2 

euro zone   0,1 
 -0,8 
emerging   1,5 
markets    4,8

China   2,1 
   6,6

india   0,7 
 -2,4 
Countries of    8,5 
Middle east *   24,1

CiS   7,0 
   4,7

russia   15,7 
   10,5

Figure 3. Difference between savings and investments (% to GDP)

Source:  constructed according to BIS, 2009. 

Figure 4. Distribution of foreign exchange assets of the Bank of Russia by instruments and countries (as at 31.03.2010, %)

Governmental securities 86,9 %

Foreign currency deposits and balances in 
accounts 7,9 % 

rePo transactions 3,0%
Non-governmental securities  2,2%

a) by types of instruments b) by countries

     38%            19%          16%           11%           3%            13% 
    USa        Germany      France          UK         russia       other 

Source: RF CB, 2010.

*  iran, Kuwait, libya, 
oman, Qatar, S. arabia, 
Yemen.
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financial market participants, who must 
first of all, pay attention to the more risky 
and therefore more profitable instru-
ments, and, second to use the leverages 
which unduly swell their balances, which 
increases the leverage, making them less 
stable and increasing the risk of compres-
sion in general.

About Leverage

The desire to increase the profitability of 
transactions conducted forced many com-
mercial and investment banks actively 
increase the sizes of their investments 
within one and the same amounts of own 
funds (capital). The extra funding required 
for the purchase of new assets, as a rule, 
was carried out by using the mechanisms 
of the money market, which allowed at-
tracting the necessary funds. since this 
process, first, was a large-scale by nature, 
and second, it led to substantial and unjus-
tified distortions in the balances of these 
institutions, this phenomenon is largely 
exacerbated the course of the crisis.

in general, for the various groups of 
financial institutions the size of lever-
age, which shows the capital-to-asset 
ratio, exceeded on the average 7 – 10 
times depending on the types of trans-
actions and activities (with the hedge 
funds and investment banks, it often ap-
proached 20, and sometimes even 30)4. 
in this case, taking into account off-bal-
ance sheet operations, then for the major-
ity of financial institutions leverage rates 
were significantly greater, reaching in 
some cases the level of 50 – 70 times (Fig. 5). 
Moreover, the volume of off-balance sheet 
transactions at times exceeded the vol-
ume of the balance. Thus, the estimated 

off-balance sheet operations of Citigroup 
in 2006 reached nearly $ 2 trillion, while 
the value of the balance was only $ 1.8 tril-
lion5. For mortgage agencies Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, the aggregated value of 
leverage was about 75 6.

At the hearing before the us financial 
crisis Commission on the causes of crisis, 
President of bank of America justly point-
ed out to the fact that it was not clear “why 
the markets and regulators could tolerate 
leverage reached 40 to 1 or even 60 to 1 at 
the largest investment banks7..”

The most rapid increase in leverage 
occurred in the second half of the 2000s 
when they began actively trading in de-
rivatives (Fig. 7).

it should be noted here that this figure 
increased very quickly with foreign par-
ticipants.

According to the FRS estimations, “a sig-
nificant increase in leverage usually precedes 
the financial crisis.”8.

The risks and imbalances in the bal-
ance, which arose with the growth of the 
market, were largely evident for regulators. 
in one of his speeches as early as in 1998 
b. bourne, who was the Chairman of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, 
pointed to the risks incurred in connection 
with the problems of lTCM (long-term cap-
ital management), including working with 
derivatives. it was stated that the regulation 
of the market was such that allowed the com-
pany to raise capital of $ 125 billion, which 
exceeded its assets by 100 times!

Then, the funds received were used to 
open positions in derivative instruments 
at a nominal amount of $ 1.25 trillion dol-
lars, which exceeded the amount of capi-
tal in 1000! times9.

The same picture was also observed in 
other areas. it is estimated that insurance 
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Figure 5.  Leverage of major American banks at the end of 2007 (times)

              
 70 35 55 30 53 40 45 20 40 36 37 32 25 16
 Citigroup Bank of america lehman Brothers JP Morgan Bear Stearns Goldman Sachs Wells Fargo

 leverage (the common stock ratio, off-balance sheets)
 leverage (common stock ratio)

Source: FCIC, Jan. 2010.

Commercial banks  21,8 
                                                                                   17,8      |  4

Broker-dealers*  36,7 
                                                                                                              31                                 | 5,7

organizations sponsored   66,1 
by the government                                         29,5     |   36,6

 Balance sheet accounts 
 off-balance sheet accounts

** weighted average of 5 major broker-dealers: Bear Stearns, 
Goldman Sachs, lehman Brothers, Merill lynch, Morgan Stanley

Figure 6. Leverage of various financial mediators in the USA (2006, times) Source: FDIC; SEC; McKinsey.

Figure 7. Leverage of internal and external dealers
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companies, which insure certain risks 
within certain operations (for instance, 
insurance against default with respect to 
a certain security), had the capital, which 
was almost 100 times smaller than the vol-
ume of insured assets. Obviously, it origi-
nally laid the default risk of the insurer if 
crisis events occur10.

The use of leverage has another im-
portant aspect of not just technical but 
systemic in nature, which attaches this 
problem geopolitical and even geo-color-
ing. The question is that under such ratios 
of own and borrowed resources, much of 
the market can be brought under control 
by a narrow group of persons that operate 
relatively by small means. At the hearing 
conducted by the Financial Crisis inquiry 
Commission (FCiC), it was emphasized 
that at such approaches, asset prices may in 
fact be determined only by a small group of 
investors who are able to gain control of vast 
assets11.

in crisis conditions, the problem of 
expansion of assets is replaced by the 
opposite, with the reduction in liquidity 
will also take place with the appropriate 
compression ratio, increasing the overall 
effect of reducing (i.e. deleverage).

While for the bank holding companies, 
the amount of compression leverage aver-
aged 2 – 2.5 times, then for brokers and 
dealers — about 4 times.

let us recall that at expansion of fund-
ing through the leverage capital-to-asset 
ratio can, as already stated, be 30 – 50 or 
more times, thus reducing liquidity will 
also take place with the appropriate com-
pression ratio that will only increase the 
overall effect of its decrease.

This effect may be even more pro-
nounced for all economy because of the 
multiplier in the expansion of basic, high-

powered money and their transforma-
tion into the corresponding aggregate of 
money supply. The size of the multiplier 
ratio differs by country and, in particular, 
for the u. s. is now about 8 – 9. With the 
reduction or withdrawal of funds it will be 
observed the demultiplier effect that en-
hances the overall contraction of liquidity 
in the economy.

For specific market participants, this 
effect and measures to neutralize have 
their own specifics.

When it comes to investment bank-
ing, the practice of losses record based on 
the principle of mark-to-market (revalua-
tion based on the current price level), will 
mean the need to show them in the bal-
ance sheet and the corresponding reduc-
tion in assets. At the same time the sale of 
assets required to adjust the balance will 
cause a further decline in their prices and 
once again increase the size of losses and 
write-offs (i.e. it occurs a self-reinforcing 
trend, a kind of “snowball”). To avoid this 
situation one has often to resort to such 
drastic measures as the sale of the “crisis 
bank” (the case with bear stearns). With 
the need to provide liquidity for invest-
ment banks it was connected a decision 
on their admission to the refinancing by 
the Federal reserve system (“discount 
window”).

Commercial banks (which have the le-
verage on average about 10 – 15) have a rel-
atively greater leeway to strengthen the 
balance sheet and liquidity, as they carry 
out write-off only in case of default (for 
instance, defaults on commercial loans), 
and before that they will reflect assets at 
face value. realizing that, ultimately, they 
will have to either reduce the capital or 
undertake the issuance of shares, or to 
sell assets (which is difficult in a falling 
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market), commercial banks are trying to 
maximum expand the sources to raise 
capital.

At the same time they significantly al-
ter the structure of loans and investments 
in third country markets. “in the course of 
deleverage the banks of developed coun-
tries begin to substantially reduce their 
relation with the markets, closing credit 
lines and repatriating the funds.12”

After analyzing the issue, the G-20 
experts concluded that “substantial pres-
ence of foreign banks in emerging mar-
kets, particularly in europe and latin 
America, increases the potential source 
of contagion during the period of finan-
cial stress. The parent bank may limit its 
lending operations or repatriate capital.13 

“Also it is pointed out to the complexity 
of control over foreign banks. As a result, 
it concludes that “the need to restructure 
their balance sheets in the host countries 
may have a lasting effect in terms of avail-
ability of credits from foreign banks.14”

Taking into account, the fact that in 
most Cee countries it is noted a consider-
able share of liabilities to foreign banks 
(Fig. 8), the problem requires careful mon-
itoring.

it should be noted that the expected 
losses of major banks are often under-
stated, according to estimates 1the actual 
losses could be much larger.

in some banks accumulated losses of-
ten reach high values   (Fig. 9), if their capi-
tals do not increase, the balance sheets of 
these banks may shrink significantly.

New Approaches in New Conditions

The magnitude of global risks has caused 
to fundamentally revise the economic ap-
proaches that were used by major coun-
tries. The focus has been put on “reason-
able pragmatism.” everything that is con-
sistent with common sense and needed to 
be done to alleviate the crisis was done. 
There were forgotten reasoning and ide-
ological dogma of “non-interference of 
the state”, open market and many other 
things that previously were conveyed as 
an axiom. Now, even the iMF recognizes 
the possibility of budget deficits to stimu-
late economic growth, while in the u. s. 
even ardent supporters of “free market” 
talk about the need for “industrial policy” 
and, when necessary, the state provides 

Table 2. Anticipated losses of the banks and experts estimations (bln. US dollars)

anticipated losses 
according to the 

reports of the banks, 
total

losses according to external expert estimations

SCaP Citigroup Citadel Goldman Sachs

Bank of america 47.7 104.1 83.8 148.4 – 203.7 93.4

Citigroup 47.8 79.4 н.д. 102.6 – 137.4 71.0

JP Morgan 44.8 79.3 111.9 113.6 – 154.4 73.6

Wells Fargo 35.1 74.3 51.5 124.9 – 173.4 77.3

Source: NBER, Nov. 2009.
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Figure 8. Liabilities to foreign banks  
in the 2nd Qtr 2007  (% to GDP)
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Figure 9. Maximum accumulated losses of banks  (% of 
assets weighted by the risk level, 2006  –  early 2010)
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massive aid to economy, up to the nation-
alization. Other countries (for instance, 
the uK) begins to talk “in full” about the 
need to control the movement of “short” 
speculative money, and a number of states 
introduce measures to limit capital flows. 
in general, the threat of strengthening 
protectionism has clearly loomed before 
the world economy.

it is obvious that in case of increase of 
new risks — due to a possible second wave 
of crisis or because of threats of global cash 
flow (arising from the “anti-crisis issue”), 
as well as for other reasons — the protec-
tionist tendencies will only increase, and 
at the same time run into stiff resistance 
from developed economies. The actions of 
both parties are clear. For developed econ-
omies in crisis (or post-crisis), it is advanta-
geous to have a large number of points of 
support for the maneuver. it is important 
for them the channels of cross-flow and 
pushing out their liquidity, undervalued 
foreign assets, in which this liquidity can 
be invested, and other external possibili-
ties, so they naturally oppose actions that 
restrict such opportunities. developing 
countries can also be understood (but not 
only them) in “epidemic” it is always a de-
sire to introduce a “quarantine” to protect 
themselves from negative influences.

because in today conditions restric-
tive measures alone can unlikely solve a 
problem (and in principle they should be 
used only with further increase in risk), 
hence it would be in the first place to 
make the main focus on strengthening 
domestic economic situation, which will 
enable to have strong positions even in 
turbulent conditions. At the same time it 
is necessary to strengthen the coordina-
tion of cross-national approaches, making 
it more coherent and reducing the risks 

 Scandinavian banks 
 German banks
 austrian banks
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 other banks



102 PartnershiP strategy  of Civilizations

of cross-country economic conflicts, trade 
and currency “wars”, the possibility of 
which begins to increase again.

it is important that the application of 
anti-crisis and other current measures do 
not shade “the system horizon” approaches 
to problem solving. regulators and market 
participants should have a clear picture (as 
far as such determination is possible at all 
in today’s highly dynamic environment), 
what should be like a post-crisis economy, 
what are the specific ways of overcoming 
the crisis, how serious may be new risks.

In the new global challenges in the further 
integration of Russia into the global econo-
my the answers to some important system-
making issues should be clearly given. Are 
we going in this system to act as an object, 
or as a subject?

in other words, will other use us to sat-
isfy their needs, or, alternatively, we will 
enjoy the benefits which are included in the 
international system, for own development.

Are we ready finally stop “to go with 
the flow”, which formed without our ac-
tive participation (at the establishment 
stage of our market-based mechanisms), 
and start to play new roles in the new 
post-crisis conditions? When will the inte-
gration of russia into the global economy 
mean not strengthening its role as suppli-
er of raw materials to other countries but 
an increase of its position in this world as 
a systemic participant that enters foreign 
markets as an investor and buyer of indus-
trial and other assets?

it is necessary to more actively consider 
the possibility of our entry into the global 
financial system, and not scattering own 
investments in the “mass graves”, such as 
mortgage giants as Freddie Mac and Fan-
nie Mae (which shares are significantly 
impaired), where in addition to us there 

is more than enough investors, and our 
voice is completely lost. instead, it would 
be worth to consider buying a significant 
package of some first-class Western banks, 
which need investment (as, for example, 
in the case of Citi Group and Mitsubishi, 
or how it could have been when buying 
the bankrupt bank lehman brothers, if 
there were the buyer).

Will we be able to keep the economic 
sovereignty, in which the russian regula-
tors and national businesses will have a 
decisive weight in the formulation and 
implementation of the priorities of our de-
velopment, have a defining voice in mak-
ing policy decisions regarding the fates of 
the national economy? Or such decisions 
will be taken somewhere else, and russia 
will turn into “economic territory”, a kind 
of “cross-border, transnational space” sup-
plying resources to the world?

it is obvious that the struggle for natu-
ral resources in the post-crisis world will 
only increase.

Given the fact that russia’s popula-
tion, in which over 30 % of world reserves 
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of raw materials, is less than 3 % of world 
population it is obvious a risk that ag-
gravation of the struggle for resources 
and new crises sooner or later put on the 
agenda a “fair distribution” of resources 
in a global context. In such circumstances, 
it will be required strong geo-economic and 
geopolitical foundations necessary for ade-
quate dialogue, allowing us to maintain the 
status quo.

All these risks make it necessary to cre-
ate a solid foundation for the russian econ-
omy. To improve the competitive position 
of the country and neutralize possible ex-
ternal and internal risks, russia needs to 
develop a package of measures that will 
ensure sustainable development of our 
economy, even in the world of instability, 
and will strengthen the country’s position 
in the growing global competition.

We offer a focus on approaches that 
could help solve these problems in the 
new competitive environment.

These measures cover a wide range of 
issues of financial, exchange, monetary 
and credit policy, foreign trade and should 
be considered in their relationship as an 
important part of a unified economic pol-
icy. While something is being done now, 
we are to do a big job to create an integrat-
ed system of measures and mechanisms of 
anti-crisis development.

These issues are discussed in more de-
tail in the book of M. yershov, “The Global 
Financial Crisis. What is Next? 15”
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Resolution adopted by the General 
Assembly “Global Agenda for 
Dialogue among Civilizations”

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 53 / 22 of 4 November 1998, 54 / 113 of 
10 december 1999 and 55 / 23 of 13 November 2000 entitled “unit-
ed Nations year of dialogue among Civilizations”,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles embodied in the 
Charter of the united Nations, which are, inter alia, to develop 
friendly relations among nations based on respect for the prin-
ciple of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, to take 
other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace, and to 
achieve international cooperation in solving international prob-
lems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, 
and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and 
for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, 
sex, language or religion,

Underlining that all Members have undertaken to refrain 
in their international relations from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political independence of any 
state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of 
the united Nations,

Reaffirming their commitment to the fulfilment of the uni-
versal declaration of human rights as a common standard of 
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achievement for all peoples and all na-
tions and as a source of inspiration for 
the further promotion and protection of 
all human rights and fundamental free-
doms — political, social, economic, civil 
and cultural — including the right to de-
velopment,

Underlining that all civilizations cel-
ebrate the unity and diversity of human-
kind and are enriched and have evolved 
through dialogue with other civilizations 
and that, despite obstacles of intolerance 
and aggression, there has been construc-
tive interaction throughout history among 
various civilizations,

Emphasizing that a common humanity 
unites all civilizations and allows for the 
celebration of the variegated splendour 
of the highest attainments of this civiliza-
tional diversity, and reaffirming that the 
civilizational achievements constitute the 
collective heritage of humankind,

Recalling the united Nations Millen-
nium declaration of 8 september 2002 
which considers, inter alia, that tolerance 
is one of the fundamental values essen-
tial to international relations in the 21st 
century and should include the active 
promotion of a culture of peace and dia-
logue among civilizations, with  human 
beings respecting one another, in all their 
diversity of belief, culture and language, 
neither fearing nor repressing differences 
within and between societies but cherish-
ing them as a precious asset of humanity,

Noting that globalization brings great-
er interrelatedness among people and in-
creased interaction among cultures and 
civilizations, and encouraged by the fact 
that the celebration of the united Nations 
year of dialogue among Civilizations, at 
the beginning of the 21st century, has un-
derscored that globalization is not only 

an economic, financial and technological 
process which could offer great benefit 
but that it also presents the challenge of 
preserving and celebrating the rich intel-
lectual and cultural diversity of human-
kind and of civilization,

Bearing in mind the valuable contribu-
tion that dialogue among civilizations can 
make to an improved awareness and un-
derstanding of the common values shared 
by all humankind,

Recognizing that human rights and 
fundamental freedoms derive from the 
dignity and worth inherent in the human 
person and are thus universal, indivisible, 
interdependent and interrelated, and that 
the human person is the central subject of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and, consequently, should be the princi-
pal beneficiary and should participate ac-
tively in the realization of these rights and 
freedoms,

Reaffirming that all peoples have the 
right of self-determination, by virtue of 
which they freely determine their politi-
cal status and freely pursue their econom-
ic, social and cultural development,

Emphasizing that promotion and pro-
tection of freedom of opinion and expres-
sion and a collective commitment to lis-
ten to and learn from each other and to 
respect cultural heritage and diversity are 
essential for dialogue, progress and hu-
man advancement,

Underlining the fact that tolerance and 
respect for diversity and universal promo-
tion and protection of human rights are 
mutually supportive, and recognizing that 
tolerance and respect for diversity effec-
tively promote and are supported by, inter 
alia, the empowerment of women,

Recalling its resolution 55 / 254 of 31 
May 2001, which calls upon all states to 



PartnershiP of Civilizations №1/2012     107

exert their utmost efforts to ensure that 
religious sites are fully respected and pro-
tected,

Emphasizing the need to acknowledge 
and respect the richness of all civilizations 
and to seek common ground among civi-
lizations in order to address comprehen-
sively common challenges facing human-
ity,

Welcoming the endeavours of Gov-
ernments, international organizations, 
civil society organizations and countless 
individuals to enhance understanding 
through constructive dialogue among civi-
lizations,

Welcoming also the efforts of the Person-
al representative of the secretary-General 
for the united Nations year of dialogue 
among Civilizations and of the Group 
of eminent Persons established by the 
secretary-General,

Expressing its firm determination to fa-
cilitate and promote dialogue among civi-
lizations,

Proclaims the Global Agenda for dia-
logue among Civilizations.

A. Objectives, Principles and Participants

ArTiCle 1
dialogue among civilizations is a process 
between and within civilizations, found-
ed on inclusion, and a collective desire 
to learn, uncover and examine assump-
tions, unfold shared meaning and core 
values and integrate multiple perspectives 
through dialogue.

ArTiCle 2
dialogue among civilizations constitutes a 
process to attain, inter alia, the following 
objectives:

— promotion of inclusion, equity, 
equality, justice and tolerance in human 
interactions;

— enhancement of mutual under-
standing and respect through interaction 
among civilizations;

— mutual enrichment and advance-
ment of knowledge and appreciation of 
the richness and wisdom found in all civi-
lizations;

— identification and promotion of 
common ground among civilizations 
in order to address common challenges 
threatening shared values, universal hu-
man rights and achievements of human 
society in various fields;

— promotion and protection of all hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms 
and enrichment of common understand-
ing of human rights;

— development of a better understand-
ing of common ethical standards and uni-
versal human values;

— enhancement of respect for cultural 
diversity and cultural heritage.

ArTiCle 3
Pursuit of the above-mentioned objectives 
will be enhanced by collective commit-
ment to the following principles:

— faith in fundamental human rights, 
in the dignity and worth of the human 
person, in the equal rights of men and 
women and of nations large and small;

— fulfilment in good faith of the ob-
ligations under the Charter of the united 
Nations and the universal declaration of 
human rights;

— respect for fundamental principles 
of justice and international law;

— recognition of diversified sources of 
knowledge and cultural diversity as funda-
mental features of human society and as 
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indispensable and cherished assets for the 
advancement and material and spiritual 
welfare of humanity at large;

— recognition of the right of members 
of all civilizations to preserve and develop 
their cultural heritage within their own 
societies;

— commitment to inclusion, coopera-
tion and the search for understanding as 
the mechanisms for the promotion of 
common values;

— enhancement of participation 
by all individuals, peoples and nations 
in local, national and international 
decision-making processes.

ArTiCle 4
dialogue among civilizations provides im-
portant contributions to progress in the 
following areas:

— promotion of confidence-building at 
local, national, regional and international 
levels;

— enhancing mutual understanding 
and knowledge among different social 
groups, cultures and civilizations in vari-
ous areas, including culture, religion, edu-
cation, information, science and technol-
ogy;

— addressing threats to peace and se-
curity;

— promotion and protection of human 
rights;

— elaboration of common ethical stan-
dards.

ArTiCle 5
Participation in dialogue among civiliza-
tions shall be global in scope and shall be 
open to all, including:

— people from all civilizations;
— scholars, thinkers, intellectuals, 

writers, scientists, people of arts, culture 

and media and the youth, who play an in-
strumental role in initiation and sustain-
ment of dialogue among civilizations;

— individuals from civil society and 
representatives of non-governmental or-
ganizations, as instrumental partners in 
promoting dialogue among civilizations.

ArTiCle 6
Governments shall promote, encourage 
and facilitate dialogue among civiliza-
tions.

ArTiCle 7
regional and international organizations 
should take appropriate steps and initia-
tives to promote, facilitate and sustain dia-
logue among civilizations.

ArTiCle 8
The media has an indispensable and in-
strumental role in the promotion of dia-
logue among civilizations and in the fos-
tering of greater understanding among 
various civilizations and cultures.

ArTiCle 9
The united Nations should continue to 
promote and strengthen the culture of 
dialogue among civilizations.

B. Programme of Action

1. states, the united Nations system and 
other international and regional orga-
nizations and civil society, including 
non-governmental organizations, are in-
vited to consider the following as a means 
of promoting dialogue among civilizations 
in all domains, within existing resources 
and also drawing upon voluntary contri-
butions:
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— facilitating and encouraging interac-
tion and exchange among all individuals, 
inter alia, intellectuals, thinkers and art-
ists of various societies and civilizations;

— promoting of mutual visits and 
meetings of experts in various fields from 
different civilizations, cultures and back-
grounds, which provide an opportunity 
for discovering commonalities among 
various civilizations and cultures;

— exchange of visits among represen-
tatives of the arts and culture and the or-
ganization of cultural festivals through 
which people will have a chance of getting 
acquainted with other cultures;

— sponsorship of conferences, sympo-
siums and workshops to enhance mutual 
understanding, tolerance and dialogue 
among civilizations;

— planning sports competitions, Olym-
piads and scientific competitions, with a 
view to encouraging positive interaction 
among youth from different backgrounds 
and cultures;

— reinvigorating and encouraging 
translation and dissemination of basic 
manuscripts and books and studies rep-
resenting different cultures and civiliza-
tions;

— promotion of historical and cultural 
tourism;

— incorporation of programmes to 
study various cultures and civilizations 
in educational curriculums, including 
the teaching of languages, history and 
socio-political thoughts of various civiliza-
tions, as well as the exchange of knowl-
edge, information and scholarship among 
academia;

— advancement of research and schol-
arship to achieve an objective understand-
ing of the characteristics of each civiliza-
tion and the differences, as well as ways 

and means to enhance constructive inter-
action and understanding among them;

— utilization of communication tech-
nologies, including audio, video, printed 
press, multimedia and the internet, to 
disseminate the message of dialogue and 
understanding throughout the globe and 
depict and publicize historical instances 
of constructive interaction among differ-
ent civilizations;

— provision of equitable opportuni-
ties for participation in the dissemination 
of information, with a view to achieving 
an objective understanding of all civiliza-
tions and enhancing constructive interac-
tion and cooperative engagement among 
civilizations;

— implementation of programmes 
to enhance the spirit of dialogue, under-
standing and rejection of intolerance, vio-
lence and racism among people, particu-
larly the youth;

— utilizing the existence of migrants 
in various societies in bridging the gap of 
understanding between cultures;

— consultation to articulate effective 
mechanisms to protect the rights of all 
people to maintain their cultural identity, 
while facilitating their integration into 
their social environment.

2. states should encourage and sup-
port initiatives taken by civil society and 
non-governmental organizations for the 
promotion of dialogue among civiliza-
tions.

3. states, international and regional 
organizations and civil society, includ-
ing non-governmental organizations, are 
invited to develop appropriate ways and 
means at the local, national, regional and 
international levels to further promote di-
alogue and mutual understanding among 
civilizations, and to report their activities 
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to the secretary-General of the united Na-
tions.

4. Governments, funding institutions, 
civil society organizations and the pri-
vate sector are invited to mobilize the 
necessary resources to promote dialogue 
among civilizations, including by contrib-
uting to the Trust Fund established by the 
secretary-General in 1999 for that pur-
pose.

5. The united Nations system, in-
cluding, in particular, the Personal 
representative of the secretary-General 
for the united Nations year of dialogue 

among Civilizations and the united Na-
tions educational, scientific and Cultur-
al Organization, are invited to continue 
to encourage and facilitate dialogue 
among civilizations and formulate ways 
and means to promote dialogue among 
civilizations in the activities of the unit-
ed Nations in various fields.

6. The secretary-General is requested 
to report to the General Assembly at its 
60th session on the implementation of this 
Global Agenda and Programme of Action.

43rd plenary meeting 
9 November 2001

Kuzyk B.N., Yakovets Yu.V., Farah S.  

Dialogue and Partnership of Civilizations: 
Textbook

The main distinguishing feature of this century just in is a shift from 
confrontation, conflict and clashes of states and civilizations of the industrial 
age to their dialogue and partnership as the basis of the system to overcome a 
cluster of the global crises and formation of integral society of the 21st century.

in this educational book this new for understanding of the modern world 
finding is fully argued on the basis of disclosure of the nature and regularities in 
the dynamics of civilizations, their interaction on different whorls of the spiral of 
history, research into the cluster of global crises of the late 20th — early 21st centuries, which can be overcome 
only by the combined efforts of humanity based on dialogue and partnership of civilizations and the major 
powers. 

This educational book is intended for use in the leading universities, open Civilization University internet and 
its affiliates, as well as it will be very useful for a wide range of readers, alarmed by the growing wave of crises 
and conflicts of civilizations in the 21st century — scientists and educators, politicians and public figures, 
businessmen and figures of culture, and most importantly — to the new generation, on which rests the burden 
and responsibility to adopt and implement strategic decisions for the adequate response to the new challenges 
of the 21st century.

The book represents the final, seventh volume of the monograph of B.N. Kuzyk and Yu.V. Yakovets «Civilizations: 
Theory, history, dialogue and the Future» (New York: iNeS, 2006–2010).
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The Future of Civilizations and 
a Strategy of Civilizational Partnership

Recommendations of the roundtable within the 64th session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations 
New York, UN headquarters, 27 October 2009

T 
he participants of the roundtable within the 64th session 
of the uN General Assembly “The Future of Civilizations 

and a strategy of Civilizational Partnership” arranged by the 
Pitirim sorokin — Nikolai Kondratieff international institute 
(russia) and National science and Technology holding “Parasat” 
(Kazakhstan) under support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the russian Federation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the re-
public of Kazakhstan, Permanent Mission of the russian Federa-
tion to the uN, Permanent Mission of the republic Kazakhstan 
to the uN discussed the summary part of the Global forecast for 
2050 “The Future of Civilizations and a strategy of Civilization-
al Partnership” elaborated by scientists of russia and Kazakh-
stan with the involvement of scientists from other uN member 
countries, heard the greeting of the Permanent representative 
of the russian Federation to the uN vitaly Churkin, Perma-
nent representative of the republic of Kazakhstan to the uN 
byrgan Aitimova, the united Nations under-secretary-General 
for economic and social Affairs sha zukang, the extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the republic of Kazakhstan 
to the united states erlan idrisov, reports of the President of 
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the Pitirim sorokin — Nikolai Kondrati-
eff international institute yuri yakovets, 
Chairman of the board of National sci-
ence and Technology Complex “Parasat” 
Nuraly bekturganov, director of the insti-
tute for economic strategies boris Kuzyk, 
Chairman of the Council for the study of 
Production Forces Alexander Granberg, 
speech of Professor of the russian Acad-
emy of Public service under the rF Presi-
dent Anatoly spitsyn, President of the 
international Futures studies Academy 
Alexander Ageev, Professor of the beirut 
university suheil Farah, Associate Profes-
sor of the dnipropetrovsk university of 
economics and law dmitry Chistilin, re-
viewed the book of Nursultan Nazarbaev 
“The strategy of a drastic renewal of the 
Global Community and Partnership of 
Civilizations”, monograph of boris Kuzyk 
and yuri yakovets “The Prospects for the 
establishment of the integral Civiliza-
tion” and other academic publications in 
regard to the subject-matter of the round-
table session and arrived at the following 
conclusions and recommendations.

1. The depth and scale of crises and 
transformations in the present-day world 
in the early 21st century requires, along 
with short- and medium-term steps pro-
posed by G-20, G-8 and uN Conference on 
the World Financial and economic Crisis 
and its impact on development, the for-
mulation of a long-term strategy based on 
partnership of civilizations and states for 
an efficient response to new challenges 
threatening the future of humanity.

such strategy should be based on a 
long-term scientific forecast disclosing the 
scenarios of economic, socio-demograph-
ic, technological, economic, geopolitical 
and socio-cultural development of civili-
zations and states.

The roundtable session participants 
note that the specialized agencies have 
worked out long-term global demograph-
ic, ecological and food forecasts for 2050 
and second the proposals to renew the ac-
tivities on long-term forecasting and stra-
tegic planning within the uN and uNesCO 
conducted in 1950–1970s and the estab-
lishment of the Global Academic Council 
under the uNesCO for long-term forecast-
ing to coordinate such efforts.

2. The roundtable session participants 
welcome the initiative of the russian and 
Kazakhstan scientists who with the in-
volvement of other scientists from the uN 
member countries and powered by the 
administration of russia and Kazakhstan 
have worked out the Global Forecast “Fu-
ture of Civilizations” for 2050, and also 
recommendations for a long-term strategy 
of partnership of civilizations, note a high 
scientific level of the forecast built on the 
original methodology for integral fore-
casting, versatility of the coverage of the 
outlooks for the energy-ecological, socio-
demographic, innovative-technological, 
economic, geopolitical and socio-cultural 
development of the world, local civiliza-
tions and leading countries, practical sig-
nificance of recommendations for a long-
term strategy of partnership of civiliza-
tions and enhancement of the uN role.

The session participants recommend 
the roundtable session organizers placing 
in the internet and submitting to the uN 
members the outputs of the forecast and 
proceedings of the roundtable session.

3. The roundtable session participants 
endorse the recommendations for for-
mulating, based on the forecast, a draft 
long-term strategy for partnership of civ-
ilizations by the high level Group to be 
discussed at the uN General Assembly ses-
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sion in 2011 and World summit on sus-
tainable development “rio 20” in 2012 
and proposals to hold the Global energy-
ecological Forum for the formulation of 
a long-term strategy of energy-ecological 
partnership of civilizations in 2011 with a 
further presentation at the World summit 
“rio 20” in 2012.

4. Noting the need for long-term efforts 
to implement the partnership strategies 
of civilizations targeted at the carrying 
out of the global and national programs, 
the roundtable session participants apply 
to the management of the uN General As-
sembly with a proposal to proclaim the 
years 2011 – 2020 the decade of Partner-
ship of Civilizations focusing the efforts 
of the global community on specific lines 
and results of partnership of civilizations 
in this or that area in each year.

5. The session participants support the 
proposals:

To enhance the uNesCO role in unit-• 
ing the efforts of scientists in regular for-
mulation, update and extension of long-
term global proposals and the uNdP role in 
coordination of activities to formulate and 
implement long-term strategies and global 
programs on the nodal issues of the imple-
mentation of the long-term strategy;

To establish along with the Global • 
environment Facility, the Global socio-
Cultural Facility under the aegis of uNes-
CO and the Global Technology Facility 
under the aegis of uNdP to finance global 
programs and major projects, and also to 
support countries and civilizations lack-

ing of adequate own resources to modern-
ize economy, assimilate high and energy 
efficiency, environmentally clean tech-
nologies, training of highly skilled human 
resources, and also financing the activities 
on drawing up global forecasts, strategies 
and programs;

To work out, based on partnership • 
of civilizations, the global project to con-
struct the Poly Transport link eurasia-
America with the tunnel via the bering 
strait and recommend to examine the 
option to implement such project to the 
countries concerned;

To expand the study of the theory, his-• 
tory, dialogue and the future of civilizations 
at the leading universities of countries un-
der coordination of the Global innovation 
internet-university, based on the textbook 
drawn up by the russian scientists, and 
also to develop civilizational tourism as a 
mass form of dialogue among civilizations 
that meets the action plan of the uN resolu-
tion dated 09.11.2001 “Global Agenda for 
dialogue among Civilizations”.

6. The roundtable session participants 
favor the proposals of Columbia universi-
ty and Pitirim sorokin — Nikolai Kondra-
tieff international institute to hold in sep-
tember 2010 within the 65th uN General 
Assembly session the Global Civilization 
Forum “Future of Civilizations: degrada-
tion or revival based on Partnership” so 
that to elaborate the scientific founda-
tions for a global partnership strategy of 
civilizations in preparation for the World 
summit “rio 20”.
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On a Long-Term Strategy for 
Sustainable Development  
Based on Partnership of Civilizations

Report at the Roundtable in conjunction with the 65th session of the 
UN General Assembly. New York, UN headquarters, June 28, 2011

Introduction 

At the roundtable meeting within the 65th session of the uN Gen-
eral Assembly it is brought up the report “Foundations of long-
Term strategy for sustainable development based on Partnership 
of Civilizations” prepared by an international team of scientists 
to the united Nations Conference on sustainable development 
rio +20 (www.globstrategy.newparadigm.ru). 

This report is the result of intense creative activity of scientists 
of modern russian civilization school together with scientists from 
Kazakhstan, ukraine, united states, France, lebanon and other 
countries to form a new branch of social science - the science of 
civilization (civiliography). Over a period of two decades it has been 
published a series of monographs where it is validated  a civiliza-
tional approach to the history and future of humanity, expounded 
a theory of civilizations of François Guizot, Nikolai danilevsky, Os-
wald spengler, Arnold Toynbee, Pitirim sorokin, Fernand braudel. 
Among these monographs — “At the Cradle of a New Civilization” 
(1993), “history of Civilizations» (1995,1997), «The Past and the Fu-
ture of Civilizations» (usA, 2000), “Globalization and interaction 
of Civilizations” (2001, 2003), “Civilizations: Theory, history, dia-
logue and the Future” (in 6 volumes, 2006-2009). 

An international team of scientists prepared, published in 
10 parts (www.globfuture.newparadigm.ru) the Global Outlook 
“The Future of Civilizations” for 2050, which was discussed 

Yuri Yakovets, Professor, 
RANS Academician
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and received a positive assessment at the 
roundtable within the 64th session of the 
uN General Assembly on 27.10.2009 and at 
the 4th Civilization Forum within expo — 
2010 in shanghai, 12–14.10.2010. 

The purpose of this report prepared by 
an international team of scientists at the 
initiative and under a coordinative role of 
the Pitirim sorokin — Nikolai Kondratieff 
international institute in 2010-2011 is the 
validation of the need and identification of 
the key areas of a long-term strategy of part-
nership among civilizations ensuring a sur-
mounting of a cluster of global crises of the 
first quarter of the 21st century and entering 
the trajectory of global sustainable develop-
ment based on the wave of epochal innova-
tions and basic innovations of the civiliza-
tional revolution of the  21st century. 

1. The need for and distinctions 
of a long-term strategy

From the end of the 20th century human-
ity entered into a long period of unsustain-
able development. The global civilization 
is shaking under the blows of global crises 
resonating with each other — energy-eco-
logical, demographic, technological, eco-
nomic, geopolitical, and socio-cultural. All 
components of the modern genotype of 
civilizations have turned to be unsteady, 
requiring a profound transformation, in-
novation renewal. 

The main cause of these upheavals is 
that the industrial world civilization pre-
vailed for two centuries has outlived its 
historical period, is at the decline stage, 
requires replacement by a higher and 
progressive society, the main features of 
which have been predicted by Pitrim so-
rokin, Alvin Toffler and other scientists 

and that we call the integral world civiliza-
tion, the historical horizon of which is the 
21st-22nd centuries. 

in these circumstances, there are two 
possible positions, two strategies of the 
global community and its institutions, the 
foremost among which is the uN. 

either to try to partially improve, adapt 
to new conditions of the system outlived 
its period, thus prolonging its agony and 
exacerbating global conflicts and crises. 
This strategy prevails so far. 

Or by defining the contours of a future 
society, to develop and implement a long-
term strategy for a radical renewal of soci-
ety, concentrate efforts and resources on 
the fast becoming of an integral civiliza-
tion with the foundations emerging be-
fore our eyes, and thus to ease the labor 
pains of the risks of transition to a new 
stage in the development of civilization. 

The international team of scientists is 
on the second position, putting forward 
theoretical validations and offering prac-
tical steps towards the implementation of 
a strategic breakthrough to a new society. 

What are the features of the strategy 
offered by the report originators? 

First, it comes from the recognition 
of the content in the first half of the 21st 
century of the civilizational revolution — 
a long and painful transition from an in-
dustrial to an integral global civilization, 
from the fourth to the fifth generation of 
local civilizations. The mission of a long-
term strategy is to expedite and facilitate 
this transition, equipping the progres-
sive forces with a clear understanding the 
goals of the movement and reliable ways 
to achieve these goals. 

Second, the strategy should provide a 
balanced and synchronous transforma-
tion of all aspects of society, all six com-
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ponents of the genotype of civilization — 
natural-environmental, demographic, 
technological, economic, geopolitical, 
socio-cultural — reaching greater stabil-
ity and predictability in the dynamics of 
society. 

Third, the driving force behind the 
long-term strategy for the transformation 
of society is recognized the partnership 
of 12 local civilizations of the fifth gen-
eration — the main actors — in the geo-
economic and geopolitical arena of the 
21st century. 

Fourth, there are proposed specific in-
stitutions, mechanisms and global part-
nership programs of civilizations in the 
implementation of the strategy. 

2. Six key areas in the 
implementation of the strategy 

The report validates the six key areas to 
implement the long-term strategy meet-
ing the structure of the genotype of civi-
lizations. 

First, The energy and ecological strat-
egy intended to address the global energy 
and ecological crisis, the establishment of 
noospheric energy and ecological mode of 
production and consumption based on the 
active energy saving, comprehensive use 
of fossil fuel,  and its wider substitution 
with renewable and alternative energy 
sources, to overcome the food crisis, the 
eradication of hunger on the planet and 
the full providing of the population of all 
countries and civilizations with quality 
food and clean drinking water. The inter-
national energy-ecological program “Arc-
tic energy “ with the purpose — to turn 
the Arctic into space of partnership of 
civilizations in the development of almost 

a quarter of prospective world’s hydrocar-
bon reserves is developed among other 
things to this end.

Second. The strategy of demographic 
partnership aimed at surmounting the 
global demographic crisis — the growing 
number of countries affected by depopu-
lation and aging of the population, with 
high rates of population growth and un-
employment in the relatively poor coun-
tries and civilizations, which generates 
a high wave of migration with its conse-
quences. based on the dialogue there is a 
need in making a demographic strategy 
and global migration program differenti-
ated for a group of countries to promote 
optimization of migration flows, as well as 
the program “Active Aging” for a growing 
share of older population. 

Third. The response to the growing 
natural-economic and demographic con-
straints should become a strategy of in-
novation and technology partnership of 
civilizations. The proposed program of 
accelerated development and diffusion of 
the sixth technological mode will enable 
to increase the rate of productivity growth 
and reproduction efficiency, to reduce 
a dangerous gap between the vanguard 
and lagging countries and civilizations, to 
make the fruits of the technological revo-
lution of the 21st century accessible to all. 

Fourth. The strategy of economic part-
nership should be directed to large-scale 
replacement of the increasingly parasitic 
late industrial economic system which has 
led to the formation of a virtual “bubble 
economy” and the neoliberal model of 
globalization deepening the gulf between 
rich and poor countries — to the integral 
economic system, socially and noospheri-
cally innovation-oriented under the pri-
macy of the real rather than speculative 
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virtual economy, to the humanistic-noo-
spheric model of globalization with the 
convergence of living standards between 
rich and poor countries and civilizations. 

Fifth. The basis of the geopolitical strat-
egy of dialogue and partnership of nations 
and civilizations should be a recognition of 
reality and inevitability of the multi-polar 
world order, development of mechanisms 
and institutions for partnership of civiliza-
tions, the rise of the uN’s role as a central 
link in the implementation of the global 
strategy, formation of a system of global 
law to regulate the basic processes of inter-
action between countries and civilizations. 

Sixth. The strategy of socio-cultural dia-
logue and partnership of civilizations is 
aimed at becoming an integral socio-cul-
tural system predicted by Pitirim sorokin, 
the elevation of the role of science in the 
scientific revolution of the 21st century, 
raising the fundamentality and creativity 
of education to prepare the new genera-
tion to the realities of the 21st century, the 
revival of high culture and humanistic-
noospheric ethics. We intend to discuss 
these issues at the 5th Civilization Forum in 
uNesCO and to propose a draft universal 
declaration on the strategy of dialogue and 
partnership of civilizations in science. 

All of these six key areas of strategy 
represent a unified system, are inextrica-
bly linked and must be implemented syn-
chronized and balanced. 

3. The driving forces of formation 
and implementation of a long-
term global strategy

The reversal of very dangerous trends of 
global development is a very complicated 
and lengthy thing, requiring the consoli-

dation of progressive forces to overcome 
the resistance of conservative forces that 
are interested in maintaining the prevail-
ing current orders and trends. What are 
these progressive forces? 

First, the progressive-minded intellec-
tuals — developing a new paradigm sci-
entists and educators, cultural workers 
alarmed by the arisen threat and with a 
distant horizon of vision. These are they 
who are shaping a scientific basis for the 
formation of a new long-term strategy. 

Second, strategically-minded national 
and international figures and politicians 
who feel responsible for the fates of na-
tions and humanity. 

Third, innovation-minded entrepre-
neurs focused on the basic innovations 
and feeling responsibility for further con-
sequences of their activities. 

Fourth, the leaders of the new genera-
tion, a generation of the 20s of the 21st cen-
tury to whom a burden and responsibility 
for making strategic decisions will  pass 
from 2011 for three decades. As the expe-
rience of revolutions occurring in 2011 in 
the Arab countries and commotions in a 
number of european countries show, this 
is the revolution and the commotions of 
a new generation that does not tolerate 
heavy heritage and seeks to transform it 
but does not know how to do it. 

We hope that strategically-minded 
state and international leaders will per-
ceive the warnings and recommendations 
of scientists and proceed to the formation 
of a long-term global strategy of partner-
ship among civilizations, which allows 
overcoming the dangerous tendencies and 
leading humanity to the path of sustain-
able global development.



Partnership of 
Civilizations Programs 
and Projects
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The International Energy-Ecological  
Program “Energy of Arctic” 

The PrOGrAM is rePreseNTed by:
The Government of the yamal-Nenetsk 
Autonomous district — Governor Kobylkin D.N., 
First deputy Governor Vladimirov V.V
The international strategic innovation and Technology 
Alliance — President Kuzyk B.N., director Remyga V.N.
P.sorokin — N.Kondratieff institute (Prezident — professor 
Y.Yakovets, director General — professor Ageyev A.I.). 
The st. Petersburg state Polytechnic university — 
rector Rudskoy A.I., dean Tukkel I.L.

relevANCe ANd PurPOse OF The PrOJeCT
The global energy-ecological crisis of the beginning of the 21st 
century is expressed in the depletion of a number of the best 
continental deposits of fossil fuels, which occupy 81% of the 
world balance of energy consumption, its rapid growing pric-
es, increase of greenhouse gas emissions, which is one of the 
factors of an adverse climate change.

A promising direction to overcome the crisis is the develop-
ment of large deposits of oil, gas, and hydrates in the future 
in the Arctic regions. According to experts, it is concentrated 
there up to a quarter of hydrocarbon reserves. it relates eight 
states to the Arctic region and three civilizations — the eur-
asian (russia), North American (u.s., Canada), Western europe-
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an (sweden, Norway, Finland, denmark — 
Greenland and iceland). Their activities are 
coordinated by the Arctic Council. One of 
the most promising regions of the Arctic 
for fuel is the yamal-Nenetsk Autonomous 
district.

however, the development of the Arc-
tic fields is associated with the major in-
vestments, serious environmental risks. 
The trend of global warming makes it easy 
the production on the offshore fields, but 
it is associated with increasing risks, both 
on the shelf and in the permafrost zone. 
eco-balance can be disrupted in the areas 
of production of valuable commercial fish 
and reindeer husbandry. The interests of 
indigenous peoples of the North shall be 
taken account of. some international legal 
issues of ownership to the fuel fields and 
compensation of environmental damage 
are pending solution.

The development of the Arctic re-
sources is turning into one of the central 
energy, geopolitical, environmental and 
economic challenges of the next few de-
cades. its effective resolution is possible 
only by joint efforts of the governments 
concerned and the Arctic regions of rus-
sia based on the energy-ecological partner-
ship strategy of civilizations, international 
and interregional program “Arctic ener-
gy” which is included in the report “long-
Term strategy for Global sustainable de-
velopment based on Partnership of Civili-
zations” worked out by the international 
group of scientists and to be represented 
at the roundtable within the 65th session 
of the uN General Assembly (June 2011), 
at the 5th Civilization Forum at uNesCO 
(september 2011) and at the 6th Civiliza-
tion Forum within the uN Conference on 
sustainable development, rio +20 (brazil, 
2012), as well as at the anticipated inter-

national “eXPO-2015 Arctic” in 2013. The 
sub-program “Arctic energy” is envisaged 
to highlight as a part of the government 
program for development of the russian 
regions for 2050.

The international Program “Arctic en-
ergy “ can be accomplished under the lead-
ing role of russia and the yamal-Nenetsk 
Autonomous district in the role of the 
program coordinator.

The PrOGrAM GOAls:
a long-term forecast using energy-• 

ecological balance to develop energy re-
sources of the Arctic, subject to global 
trends, ecological, demographic and eco-
nomic features of the region;

validation of a long-term strategy for • 
the development of energy resources in 
the Arctic and ensuring the environmen-
tal safety with the use of effective tech-
nologies of the sixth order, organization 
of environmental monitoring and imple-
mentation of the mechanism for compen-
sation of environmental damage;

assessment of economic, social and • 
geo-political conditions and consequenc-
es of energy development in the Arctic 
and elaboration of solutions for institu-
tions and mechanisms for partnership of 
governments, civilizations and the Arctic 
regions of russia in this region subject to 
the interests of future generations and in-
digenous peoples of the North.

sCieNTiFiC bACKlOGs 
FOr The PrOJeCT
in russia and other countries it is pub-
lished a wide range of works on evaluat-
ing energy resources development and 
climate changes in the Arctic regions.

The uNeP has published the Global 
environment Outlook GeO-3 (2002) and 
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GeO-4 (2008), which highlighted the Polar 
regions (Arctic and Antarctic) and defined 
scenarios of their development for 2050.

The scientists in russia and Kazakh-
stan in the Global forecast “The Future 
of Civilizations” for 2050 (which was pre-
sented at the roundtable within the 64th 
session of the uN General Assembly on 
27.10.2009, and at the 4th Civilization Fo-
rum within expo 2010 on 12-14.10.2010 
in shanghai) worked out and published 
part 3 “energy-ecological Future of Civili-
zations” (M.: sKii, 2008) and part 10 “Fore-
cast and strategy for energy-ecological 
Partnership between russia, Kazakhstan 
and eurAseC” (M.: sKii, 2009), posted 
them  in internet (www.globfuture.new-
paradigm.ru). There are published the 
monographs of b.N.Kuzyk and yu.v. ya-
kovets “The Global energy-ecological 
revolution of the 21st century” (M.: iNes, 
2007, www.kuzyk.ru), yu. v. yakovets 
“The Global economic Transformations 
of the 21st Century”, including a section 
on energy-ecological transformations (M.: 
ekonomika, 2011) and “The long-Term 
Forecast of the energy sector of the World 
and russia based on the energy-ecological 
balance” (M.:sKii, 2011).

yu.v. yakovets has developed a new 
tool of forecasting and analytical calcu-
lations and strategic planning — energy-
ecological balance, which can be used in 
preparing the program “Arctic energy.”

PrOGrAM CONTeNT
The program includes the following areas 
of activities:

1. Assessment and forecast of energy 
resources in the Arctic (including the 
yamal-Nenetsk Autonomous district), 
scenarios of their development and their 
place in the global energy balance. devel-

opment of methodology and making an 
energy-ecological balance of the Arctic, as-
sessment of its place in the global energy-
ecological balance.

2. The validation of the project of in-
ternational and interregional energy-eco-
logical program “Arctic energy”, the defi-
nition of its structure, clusters of projects 
of the first stage, investments and their 
sources, a preliminary assessment of ef-
fectiveness and legal conditions for the 
implementation.

3. The validation of construction of 
alternative, small-and medium-sized self-
contained power plants, development 
of gas chemistry, development of small 
fields, low pressure and small debit wells, 
energy efficient technologies and full uti-
lization of associated gas.

4. Prospects for the development and 
complex processing of solid minerals, in-
cluding the Polar urals, development of 
low-waste and waste-free technologies.

5. Assessment of predictions of climate 
change in the Arctic and environmental 
impacts of energy development, projects 
to ensure environmental safety in a warm-
ing climate and reduction of the perma-
frost zone, development of environmental 
monitoring system using space facilities.

6. Food supply to the population of the 
Arctic regions, development of reindeer 
husbandry and fishing, development of 
social infrastructure, housing construc-
tion (including the dome cities), improv-
ing education and health services, tourism 
development, creating conditions for the 
indigenous small numbered peoples of 
the North.

7. The development of transport and 
communications, building of an inter-
continental link eurasia — America with 
a tunnel through the bering strait and 
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Arctic latitudinal railroad, attraction of 
winged vehicles, gas powered planes, 
transport on compressed and liquefied gas 
and hydrogen fuel, development of local 
rail and air transport network.

8. The formation of financial-credit 
mechanisms and tax incentives for the 
implementation of the projects under the 
Program, a favorable climate to attract pri-
vate and foreign investment.

9. The development of interregional 
and international partnership in the de-
velopment of the Arctic resources, exter-
nal relations of the yamal-Nenetsk Auton-
omous district and other Arctic regions, 
solution of international legal issues of 
the Arctic exploration.

10. ensuring the coordination role of 
the yamal-Nenetsk Autonomous district 
in the development and implementation 
of the program, establishment of the 
Arctic research and education Center, 
human resources training for the imple-
mentation of programs and projects on 
the basis of additional vocational educa-
tion and involvement of the Global in-
novative internet-university, institute for 
economic strategies, st. Petersburg state 
Polytechnic university, russian Academy 
of National economy and Public Adminis-
tration under the rF President.

11. The evaluation of investment, pos-
sible dynamics of costs and prices, energy, 
ecological, energy-ecological and social ef-
ficiency of energy resources development 
in the Arctic.

12. validation of the establishment of 
the Arctic innovation center in the yamal-
Nenetsk Autonomous district with tech-
nopark, incubators of innovative business.

13. Appraisal and selection by the ten-
ders and auctions a package of innovation 
and investment projects of the first stage 

of the Program, assessment of their effec-
tiveness, the definition of investment and 
payback period, determining the outlines 
of a business plan for the Program.

14. Organization of business plan de-
velopment of projects under the Program, 
and their acceptance and evaluation of 
outputs by stages of the Program imple-
mentation.

The Program is developed for the pe-
riod by 2030 with a more elaborated first 
stage — 2011–2015. At each stage it is or-
ganized the acceptance and evaluation of 
the outputs and the list of the next stage 
projects are united.

The OrGANizATiON OF The 
PerFOrMANCe ANd FuNdiNG 
OF The PrOGrAM
in accordance with the agreement with 
the Government of the yamal-Nenetsk 
Autonomous district and the contract the 
international strategic innovation and 
Technology Alliance (isTA) is organizing 
an international team to implement the 
project. it is being formed the Arctic re-
search and education and innovation Cen-
ter, it is finalizing the structure of basic 
departments and laboratories. it is going 
the innovation and technological evalua-
tion and project selection of stage i of the 
program. it is underway human resources 
training for the project implementation, 
the customers and funding sources for the 
projects are being determined. The inter-
regional program “Arctic energy” is being 
elaborated.

The acceptance of the projects of stage 
i of the Program is envisaged for 2015 by 
showing its outputs at the international 
exhibition “expo-Arctic 2015”.

The second stage of the program will 
be implemented in 2016–2020 subject to 
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the outputs of the first stage. As a result 
of the second stage it will be determined 
a package of projects of stage iii and esti-
mated the possibility of the horizon of the 
Program for the period up to 2040.

The performance of the interregional 
program is controlled by the Ministry of 
regional development of russia, and the 
international program — by the Arctic 
Council.

resulTs ANd eFFeCT 
OF The PrOGrAM
As a result of the first stage of the theme 
(2011-2015) it will be worked out a long-
term international and inter-regional pro-
gram for development of energy resources 
in the Arctic subject to interests of future 
generations, environmental safety require-
ments, mechanism for its implementation 

on the principles of partnership of the 
Arctic regions of russia, governments and 
civilizations proposed, the development 
and acceptance of a package of stage i proj-
ects made. This will help to determine the 
prospects for effective integration of en-
ergy resources in the Arctic subject to the 
environmental security, interests of future 
generations and indigenous peoples of the 
North.  it will be ensured the leading role 
of russia and the coordinating role of the 
yamal-Nenetsk Autonomous district in the 
development and implementation of the 
Program, in the development of the Arctic 
resources, elaboration of partnership prin-
ciples and practices of the Arctic regions 
of russia, governments and civilizations in 
solving complex global problems, with the 
maximum economic, ecological and social 
effect.
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Holding of the International 
Exhibition “EXPO Arctic-2015” 
and Construction of the Arctic 
Exhibition Center in Salekhard

PrOJeCT OriGiNATOrs:
The Government of the yamalo-Nenets Autonomous district of 
the russiana Federation (Governor D.N. Kobylkin, First deputy 
Governor V.V. Vladimirov)
The Pitirim sorokin — Nikolai Kondratieff international 
institute (President Yu.V.Yakovets, director-General A.I. Ageev, 
Architect M.A. Mamoshin)
The international strategic innovation and Technology Alliance 
(President B.N. Kuzyk, director General V.N. Remyga)
The Foundation for innovative development of the yamal-
Nenets Autonomous district — director S.V. Domansky

relevANCe ANd PurPOse OF The PrOJeCT
The project is represented within the framework of the interna-
tional energy-ecological program “energy in the Arctic” for the 
implementation of the areas of cooperation of the Arctic Council 
as a pilot project of partnership of civilizations in the develop-
ment of energy resources in the Arctic.

The project aims to summarize experience and to identify 
strategic priorities for development and partnership of the Arc-
tic countries and Arctic regions of russia in an environmentally 
safe and economically efficient development of energy and other 
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resources in the Arctic, improvement of 
the quality of life and comfort of living of 
the population, including the indigenous 
peoples of the North, preservation and re-
vival of the Arctic civilization.

in the 21st century the Arctic becomes 
one of the centers of the global energy-
ecological, economic and geopolitical de-
velopment.

in the Arctic, according to experts, it 
is concentrated around a quarter of the 
world’s hydrocarbon reserves, the deficit 
of which is increasing. however, the de-
velopment of these resources is limited 
to significant environmental risks, the 
lack of efficient technologies and hu-
man resources and will require major 
investments in exploration, production, 
transportation and primary processing of 

hydrocarbons, industrial, social and trans-
port infrastructure and environmental 
safety. These problems can be successfully 
solved only through dialogue and partner-
ship of civilizations, nations and regions 
of the Arctic, pooling and dissemination 
of progressive experience, assimilation 
of high technologies. The activities in 
this region are coordinated by the Arctic 
Council, comprising representatives from 
russia, the usA, Canada, sweden, Norway, 
Finland, iceland, denmark (Greenland).

The international strategic innovation 
and Technology Alliance (isiTA), Pitirim 
sorokin — Nikolai Kondratieff interna-
tional institute (sKii) and architects’ office 
of M.A. Mamoshin jointly with the govern-
ment of the yamalo-Nenets Autonomous 
district (yNAd) and the Foundation for 

Master plan concept 
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A bird's-eye view on prospects 

innovative development of the yANAd 
have prepared proposals to develop a 
long-term international energy-ecological 
program “Arctic energy.” These propos-
als are included in the list of programs 
of partnership of civilizations, report of 
the international team of scientists to the 
united Nations Conference on sustainable 
development, rio +20 “Foundations of a 
long-term strategy for Global sustainable 
development based on Partnership of 
Civilizations”, which was reported to the 
uN headquarters on June 28, 2011 and re-
ceived support .

it is elaborated a concept for holding 
the international exhibition “expo Arctic-
2015” in  salekhard in summer 2015 and 
on its basis, the Arctic summit and other 
events. This will require building the Arc-
tic exhibition Centre (AeC). it has been 
elaborated the architectural design of the 
AeC building as three domed buildings 
and auxiliary buildings.

The AeC will include:
the central part — the domed multi-• 

storey building with a comfortable micro-
climate, pavilions (thematic, territorial), 
information and Computing Center, and 
the underground garage;

buildings of the Arctic scientific and • 
educational complex with facilities for 
research laboratories, basic departments 
with classrooms, computer classrooms, 
residence for students, apartments for the 
faculty and staff, gyms, swimming pool 
and service facilities;

the domed building, including infra-• 
structure, exhibitions, tourist, shopping 
and entertainment and medical centers, 
gyms, hotels, press center, translation bu-
reau, security service, and the AeC admin-
istration;

and power building, transport depart-• 
ment and other necessary buildings.

After completion of the exhibition the 
AeC will be used as the Arctic research 
and education Complex, as well as health, 
culture and entertainment, shopping cen-
ter for residents of the yamalo-Nenets 
Autonomous district, for holding the-
matic exhibitions, conferences, summer 
schools, etc., and could eventually become 
a center for hosting the secretariat of the 
Arctic Council.

The exhibition is scheduled to hold 
a forum with a summing up of the first 
stage of the program “Arctic energy” and 
to identify a set of projects of the second 
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stage — up to 2020, to organize interna-
tional competitions and auctions to attract 
investment to the projects of the program 
“Arctic energy.” Tax benefits are envisaged 
for the participants in the AeC construc-
tion and the Arctic energy program.

ArrANGeMeNT OF ACTiviTies 
TO iMPleMeNT The PrOJeCT
The isiTA under the contract executed 
with the Foundation for innovative de-
velopment of the yNAd in 2011, has de-
veloped the concept of the exhibition 
and AeC, architectural design, consistent 
with the master plan of development of 
salekhard, the draft decree of the rF Gov-
ernment to hold exhibitions and AeC con-
struction.

in 2012, it is envisaged to develop an 
exhibition floor plan, submit it to the rF 
Council of Federation, to approve with 
ministries, departments, regions and 

Interior concept 

countries concerned, to hold tenders for 
the AeC projects as well as to represent the 
AeC project and its construction business 
plan at the innovation forum in the yNAd 
and at the uN Conference on sustainable 
development, rio +20 in brazil.

in 2013-2014, it is scheduled to prepare 
the expositions of the exhibition pavilions 
and program of activities during the exhi-
bition; to construct the AeC facilities, to 
purchase and assemble equipment.

in 2015, it is scheduled to complete the 
expositions of the exhibition, to organize 
the acceptance of the power center and in-
frastructure, to arrange training for volun-
teers to work at the exhibition, and to put 
the AeC facilities into operation.

it will be arranged the governmental 
acceptance of the AeC, opening of the ex-
hibition, preparing the Arctic summit, it 
will be organized charter flights and tour-
ist destinations, and information service 



128 PartnershiP of Civilizations Programs anD ProjeCts

will be provided to the exhibition visi-
tors.

After completion of the exhibition it 
will be submitted a report on the results of 
its implementation and proposals on the 
future operation of the AeC as the Arctic 
science and education exhibition Center, 
and activities in 2016-2020.

The eFFeCT OF The PrOJeCT
As a result of the project:

it will be held for the first time the • 
international exhibition “expo Arctic-
2015”, which will sum up national and 
international experience in exploration 
and identify development prospects of the 
Arctic, outlined the partnership strategy 
of civilizations, the Arctic countries and 
the Arctic regions of russia;

it will be built for the first time in the • 
Arctic zone a modern exhibition complex 
of international level, which will form 
the basis for the functioning of the Arctic 
science and education Complex and Cen-
ter for hosting the activities of the Arctic 
Council;

russia will consolidate its position as • 
an initiator and leader in providing part-
nership of nations and civilizations in the 
Arctic;

the yANAd will receive a powerful in-• 
flux of investment to transform salekhard 

as the city of the 21st century with a high 
comfort and quality of life, the center of 
innovative modernization of the district.

PrOPOsAls FOr iNvesTOrs
Preparations for and holding of the exhibi-
tion and AeC construction will be funded 
from several sources:

— the yANAd budget, the funds ear-
marked by the federal budget of the rF 
under the subprogram of the rF govern-
ment program of the russian Federation 
for 2012–2020 “regional Policy and Fed-
erative relations”;

— the funds of the Arctic countries 
and Arctic regions of Russia, allocated 
for construction and fitting up of the 
pavilions, creating displays and hold-
ing events of the exhibition;

— proceeds from the exhibition and 
events as a part of it, tourism, and imple-
mentation of innovation projects; and

— private investment by Russian 
and foreign investors in the construc-
tion of separate AEC facilities based 
on tenders and auctions of innovative 
projects.

it is envisaged to provide benefits to 
the participants in the project in accor-
dance with the laws of the russian Federa-
tion and the yANAd, as well as to organize 
insurance of innovative risks.
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